OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 1 MAY 2014, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

PARISH ASSEMBLY:

The recent anti-social behavioural problems in Combwich were raised. Residents wished to be re-assured that this problem is being addressed. G.Long advised that Police activity in the village has been elevated to an almost daily basis. The Police are working with the families involved to remedy the situation. In addition, the Civil Nuclear Police have been made aware of the situation and will keep a look out during patrols. It was AGREED that if the problem still exists by the next meeting, we would discuss further. Georgina reinforced the need for residents to report all incidents via 101, 999 in an emergency, or by email to Georgina.Long@avonandsomerset.police.uk. 

PRESENT:

Mr P Gripton (Chairman), Mr R Best, Mr M Brown, Mr T Jones, Mr B Leathwood and Mrs E Sidebotham.

IN ATTENDANCE:

Dist Cllr M Caswell, Dist Cllr J Pay, Aly Prowse (Clerk), Georgina Long (PCSO) Y.Bulman, 4 members of the public. 

1/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr J Edney.

2/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3.4.14:

1. The minutes of the meeting held on 3.4.14 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

2.  The following process was AGREED for future minutes:

a The minutes will be circulated to members within five days of the meeting (where practicable)

b The minutes will state “draft minutes, to be approved at the next meeting”.

c Members will have five days to refer any comments to the Clerk (copied to members).

d Minutes will then be placed on the notice boards / website.

3/14
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:

The Chairman presented his report. A copy will be retained on file and also placed on the notice boards. T.Jones thanked the Chairman for his excellent year in office and for doing such a good job. All members echoed this. The Chairman previously advised members that he would be standing down as Chair.  
4/14
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:

B.Leathwood was proposed by L.Sidebotham and seconded by M.Brown. There were no other nominations; all members in favour, therefore B.Leathwood was duly elected. 

The new Chairman thanked Paul not only for the work as Chair over the past year but his work over the many years; and in particular, his work on Hinkley C which had earned the respect of the village. He also thanked P.Shaw. He said we will miss him and that he had enjoyed working with him. J.Marriott was also thanked for his seven years as councillor, highlighting the amount of work John did not only on the Transport Forum and newsletter, but also work undertaken around the village.

5/14
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN:
T.Jones was proposed by P.Gripton and seconded by R.Best. There were no other nominations; all members in favour, therefore T.Jones was duly elected.

VILLAGE AGENT:

At this point, the Chairman invited Y.Bulman to raise her issues, recognising they could not be discussed in depth at this meeting: 

a) Several elderly residents have complained they have difficulty using the new footpath network as they cannot ride mobility scooters or easily walk on the track because of its poor condition. 

b) The possibility of introducing a voluntary car scheme to service the parish.

These items will be included on a future agenda.

6/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

All members declared a personal interest in agenda item 13 (b)

7/14
MATTERS ARISING:

7/14/1
Housing Survey - A reply was received from D.Harvey advising the exercise has failed to identify any landowner willing to discuss a possible affordable housing project on their land. Members AGREED we should continue to pursue this initiative. Suggestions to do this include making a direct approach to landowners and finding out who owns land within the curtilage of the Village. This will be placed on next month’s agenda.

7/14/2
Steart Forum Letter – The letter was APPROVED. It will be sent out to interested parties as 

identified by D.Best. Action: Clerk
8/14
WARD REPORTS:

a)Cllr Pay advised that a third of Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) officers are still involved at The Level’s flood site office as the recovery phase progresses. 

b) Cllr Caswell hoped residents would be back in their homes by Christmas and advised that planning restrictions have been lifted to expedite this by allowing mobile homes in gardens whilst repairs are carried out. M.Brown asked if discussions on future insurance premiums have been held and whether SDC would be able to exert influence on Insurance Companies. Cllr Caswell advised that D.McGinty has indeed pressurised MPs to do something about this and that we may hear something shortly. 

9/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
39/14/00005 – Single storey extension, 5 Estuary Park, Combwich. No observations. 

39/14/00004 – 2 Non-illuminated warning signs, River Parrett, Steart. No observations.

13/14/00021 -   Retention of signs to entrance at ACB Automotive, Putnell. Whilst not in our parish, this 

was discussed as a principle and because of its close proximity to the village. Member’s views were mixed, some felt the signs were obtrusive as they were too big and could be a distraction to drivers, but others had no objections.  A vote was taken whether to lodge an objection. The result was For 3, Against 2. Motion carried. Action: Clerk
10/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

10/14/1 Current Balances:- Current A/C £1158.69; Business A/C £5588.14; Pension Fund £3.22. It was 

noted that the Bank has still not actioned the change to officers, but this is being pursued.

10/14/2 The following payments were AGREED:


M.Dodden
£214.20
(Final PAYE calculations for 2013/14)


XL Displays
£105.60
(Steart notice board)


Village Hall 
£27.00

(Outstanding invoice for hall hire from 30.11.13)


S.Criddle
£75.00

(Update parish council lap top)


The Clerk
£385.27
(Monthly salary plus 10 additional hours & office expenses)


Village & Urban
£552.00
(Repair to the Welcome Sign)


K.Preston
£157.14
(Gardening costs for February, March & April 2014)

10/14/3 Draft annual accounts are complete subject to the latest bank statements. 

10/14/4 The Audit notification will be placed on notice boards on 2.5.14. The inspection period will be 

19.5.14 – 16.6.14 and the Audit must be submitted to the external auditors by 23.6.14. 

11/14
MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS/ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Parish Councillor Vacancy:

Two expressions of interest have been received so far. It is hoped for more, as we need to plan for succession given the likelihood of retiring members at the next election. 

2. Children’s Playground:

The inspection rota was agreed and the relevant check sheets were handed out.

3. Defibrillator:

a) R. Best advised the defibrillator has been used already, but unfortunately was unable to help. However, this incident proved the system works. A letter will be sent to Cllr Edney & Wessex Water to let them know it has been used, thus re-iterating its value.  Action: Clerk 
b) The training sessions by ‘Heart Start’ will be held on 7.5.14. There are 12 people attending. A further course will be held if there is sufficient demand.

c) The draft flyer is ready and will be distributed to every household. A sign will also be placed next to the defibrillator.

d) A set of pads costing £30 will be required each time the defibrillator is used. Other costs will include the battery, which will be expensive (although it has a long life and currently has 75% power left). This expense was AGREED and will be included in future precepts.

e) Ensure the defibrillator is covered within our annual insurance. Action: Clerk
Cllrs Pay & Caswell left the meeting at 8.22pm

4. Emergency Plan:

T.Jones highlighted the key areas he recommends to be adequate for an emergency plan, including the suggestion it be no more than one or two pages in length. Agenda item for the next meeting.

5. Location for Combwich Buoy:

All members were actioned to come up with a suggested location for the buoy by the next meeting. Consideration should be given to ensure it would be visible and able to accommodate a concrete base. Action: Members.
6. Newsletter:

J.Marriott has given up the newsletter so we need to decide if it is to be continued and how this might be achieved. Considerations include who might produce it (say an editorial team representing all facets of the community), frequency (e.g. bi monthly), funding (approach EDF?) do parishioners actually want it (canvass opinion through the website, emails; also asking for volunteers and ideas). The Clerk also mentioned that the Stockland Gatepost is struggling to find volunteers to produce theirs and whether we might combine with them? The Clerk will make some tentative enquiries. Agenda item for the next meeting.

7. Proposed Cluster Meeting at Steart 24.6.14:

It has been agreed to tour the Steart Marshes, but we are awaiting confirmation from SDC whether a meeting will take place afterwards at Steart Church.

12/14
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Requiring Council Decision:

a) Village Hall AGM 17.5.14. L.Sidebotham will represent the Parish Council.

b) Annual Insurance. Quotations will be reviewed by the Chairman and the Clerk.

2. To Be Noted – None.

3. Received after preparation of Agenda:

a) Severn Estuary Partnership. M.Brown would like to attend. Agenda item next meeting.

b) SDC – Policy RLT2. We have £99.23 to spend by 2017 in the vicinity of the children’s play area. It was suggested members consider this when undertaking the forthcoming play area inspections. 

4. Outgoing List – None.
13/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison (M.Brown).

Energy Solutions has launched a legal challenge following the award to another contractor to manage the Magnox Fleet.

2. Hinkley C Development – Nothing to report.

3. Village Hall (L.Sidebotham) - The lights will be replaced and the toilets are to be decorated.

4. Steart Ward (R.Best)

Two weeks ago Radio Somerset spent the whole morning broadcasting from the Steart Marshes compound. Various people contributed to the programme including R.Best & P.Gripton. Barry said that as an offshoot, a future programme would include a feature on Combwich Ponds. 

5. OPRA (B.Leathwood)

a) Regular mowing of the Common with the new lawnmower has improved it, although more fuel is being used. The rubble near the pavilion has mostly been removed.

b) The roof of the pavilion has been replaced at a cost of circa £430. The building was flooded in February and more work is required to clean it up. 

c) Easter activities including the Easter Egg Hunt, a walk on the Quantock Hills and the quiz were a success.

d) The biennial OPRA Fete will be held on 5 July 2014. To make the event a success volunteers will be required.

14/14 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

1. Emergency Plan for Combwich.

2. Parish Council Vacancy (progression planning).

3. Severn Estuary Partnership.

4. Newsletter.

5. Location for Combwich Buoy.

6. Anti-social behaviour problems (if not solved)

7. Housing Survey

8. Car Scheme (Y.Bulman)

9. Access for elderly/people with mobility problems to Steart Marshes’ footpath network (Y.Bulman). 

15/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on WEDNESDAY 4 June 2014, 7.30pm at Otterhampton Village Hall.

The meeting ended at 9.20pm.
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1 May 2014
Signed:
……....…………………………………………..

Date: …………………………………………………


(Chairman) 
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