OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PARISH ASSEMBLY AND ANNUAL MEETING 
OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 14 MAY 2015
IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL
PARISH ASSEMBLY:
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced the new members. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:

The Chairman circulated his report which will also be placed on the notice boards and on the Combwich Website. In particular Barry paid tribute to the retiring members, including John Marriott who retired earlier last year and also thanked ward councillors for their support. The EDF Hinkley C consultations and Steart Marshes’ scheme took up a lot of time and effort over the last term, although hopefully securing £500k for the parish from EDF Hinkley C.

One disappointment has been the length of time the buoy has been away, although progress has been made over the last 6 months. We had no leverage previously because we could not find anyone else who could repair it, but now we do have an alternative. The Chairman and Clerk have arranged a further site visit on 20.5.15 and will use our ‘leverage’ if necessary.    

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS:
The Clerk briefly outlined the summary of the payments (expenditure) and receipts (income) for the 2014/15 financial year and the reasons for the variances. The receipts were £2.7k higher than the previous year and Payments were £3.1k less than the previous year. The bank balance at 31.3.15 is £14.5k; £7.6k is in the deposit account to help fund bus shelter repairs, future election costs, project management/match funding for Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) projects and street lighting at the Combwich junction. The reserve account holds £6.3k set aside for buoy repairs and its base and £0.3k for Chat and Chill repayment to be put towards a youth shelter.       

The Clerk drew attention to the Council Tax Support Grant. This amount of £828 is paid as part of the precept. In future years this may be withdrawn, which would mean if we wished to retain the precept at £17500 the parish council element of the Council Tax would rise by 5%.
PUBLIC SESSION:  
1. Julie Evans expressed her thanks and appreciation to the retiring parish council members.
2. We were asked to publish the members of the Otterhampton Parish Projects Team (OPPT). Names will be included within the next Otterhampton Offcuts. 
3. The inadequate lighting at the bus shelter was raised. A temporary solar light had been placed there which and it is now broken. It was explained that we have made enquiries with Somerset County Council (SCC) for permanent lighting at the junction with the C182, which if agreed, we would hope that we could run off a cable to also light the bus shelter. We are awaiting the results of the C182 survey commissioned by SCC. However, due to the strong representation, we will write directly to Alyn Jones, copy to Cllr Edney and D.Fothergill to hasten a response. Action: Clerk
4. Reduction of bus services - The Clerk explained that both First Bus and WebberBus are privately owned and the decision of First Bus to stop the No 14 bus to Combwich was a commercial decision as the service was “no longer viable”. SCC do not subsidise these buses, apart from the concessionary rates which apply and are not subject to change at this time. From 26 May, the Slinky Bus will operate on Tuesdays in Combwich. This is a door to door service (a recent request for those able to walk to the junction was a one-off to ensure some medical appointments could be met). There is some flexibility with this service so it is always worth ringing to see if alternative requests can be accommodated.
5. Footpaths – It is not clear where the footpaths at Hill House and Dame Withycombe Hill lead. A broken finger post at this area has been reported to SCC Public Rights of Way (PRoW) for repair. Barry has been liaising with J.Syvier the footpath representative for Stockland and it might be possible to get together with him to review the local footpaths in consultation with the SCC PRoW Officer.  
Cllr Pay left the meeting at 7.25pm
ANNUAL MEETING:

PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), John Berry, Julie Evans, Stuart Mason, County Cllr John Edney, Dist Cllr Julie Pay, Cllr Mike Caswell (from 8.05pm) Aly Prowse (Clerk) and 4 members of the public.

1/15
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Dick Best and Heath Bennett.

2/15
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2.14.15:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

3/15
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN:
The Clerk called for nominations. J Evans nominated B.Leathwood, seconded by J Berry. There were no other nominations, therefore B.Leathwood was elected as Chairman. Barry said we will need to consider a successor as he had intended to stand down at the Election, but decided to continue to help with the transition of the new Council. 
4/15
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN:

This was deferred until the next meeting until all members could attend. S. Mason asked whether it may be an idea to rotate the role between members on a bi-monthly basis. 
5/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

J.Evans and S.Mason (Otterhampton Parish Project Team – OPPT).
6/15
WARD REPORTS:

1. Cllr Edney welcomed the new members and said he looks forward to working with the new 
Council. There were no County Cllr elections this year. These will take place in two years’ time, when Cllr Edney will stand down. Compared to other parishes, Cllr Edney commented on our high workload which of course has recently included Hinkley C and the Steart Marshes.

2. Hinkley C is under a “care and maintenance agreement” now until the Financial Investment Decision 
(FID) is made, possibly September 2015. The Cannington bypass may be finished by the end of the 
year and the park and ride schemes are on hold, again until the FID is known.

3. B.Leathwood asked if the cycle path between Cannington and Combwich is still due to go ahead. Cllr 
Edney advised this is currently with Alyn Jones (SCC).

4. B.Birkenhead asked if vehicles will be stopped from driving through Cannington once the by-pass is complete. Cllr Edney replied that Cannington will wait until the by-pass is operational and will then consider the impact before deciding on any action.
5. J.Evans asked if there will be any changes at the C182 /Combwich junction. None are planned.    

6. Cllr Caswell reported that the next full Council meeting will be 20.5.15. He too is looking forward to working with the new Council and Cllr Edney.

7/15
PLANNING MATTERS: 
3/32/15/008 – Site remediation work at Hinkley Point C Site – NO OBJECTION.

39/15/00004/SJH – Erect porch on side of existing, 33 Riverside. NO OBJECTION.

47/15/00003/STP – Agricultural livestock building, Manor Farm, Otterhampton. ON CIRCULATION. 
39/15/00003/DRT – Extension at 21 Riverside. REFUSED.
New members will need to decide how they wish to manage the planning process. It is recommended that members attend a training session with SDC (when available). In the interim the Clerk will forward the presentation slides issued at the previous training session. Action: Clerk
8/15
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1039; Deposit A/C £14198; Reserve A/C £6310. 

2. Bank Mandate Signatories – J.Evans, S.Mason and J.Berry volunteered to become cheque signatories. This normally takes the bank 2-3 months to action. Action: The Clerk.
3. The following payments were AGREED:

A.Prowse

£333.40

(Clerk’s salary for April, including £71.26 other costs inc. £11.00 
Wine for internal auditor, £12.00 printer cable, receipts & payments book £16.63)
SALC

£208.89

(Affiliation fees for 2015/16)
Zurich Insurance
£447.03

(Year 2 annual insurance agreement) 

Glasdon Benches
£1830.18
(3 new benches)
SDC

£501.70

(Empty 3 dog bins for 6 months – deducted from Precept)

Credit

£890

(repayment for memorial bench & wildflower group bench)

Credit 

£40

(Cashback for new printer)

Credit

£8750

(SDC – 50% Precept) 

4. The Annual Accounts to 31.3.15 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman.

9/15
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):

a) No 2 – B.Leathwood outlined the basis of an emergency plan. There is a pro-forma issued by the Civil Contingencies Unit which will be helpful. This will be circulated to members. Action: Clerk  
b) No 4 – Street Lighting at Combwich Junction. The Clerk will again write to Alyn Jones, copy Cllr Edney. Action: Clerk 
c) No 5 – Parish Newsletter. An editorial team is required. 10 volunteers have come forward so far.  
d) No 6 – Combwich Buoy. The Chairman and Clerk have arranged a site visit on 20.5.15

No 6a – Base for Buoy. We are waiting to hear the outcome from the boat club meeting to confirm they are still willing to build the base. R.Wilkes will be contacted. Action: Clerk  

e) No 11 – B.Birkenhead gave examples of the different levels of waste contamination:

High Level – Fuel in the reactor; Intermediate Level – Steelwork / graphite in the reactor filters; Low level – Contaminants on overalls, rags etc. that are burnt at DRIGG. 

f) No 13 - Erection of the ‘No Parking’ signs on the Combwich track. Action Complete. These signs are more prominent so it is hoped they will be effective. If necessary, we could always put a gate across the track with vehicular access restricted to property and land owners. 
g) No 14a – Broadband.  2 Mb speed by October 2015. Action Complete. 

No 14b – Microwave Link. Information and costs have been acquired and circulated to relevant 

Residents. Action: Complete.  

h) No 17e – Nominate emergency contacts for parish (Chairman and Clerk) to the Somerset Local Authorities Civil Contingencies Unit. Action: Clerk  
10/15
NEW MEMBER CO-OPTION PROCESS:

A vacancy notice has been advertised with a closing date of 22.5.15, with interviews possibly held between 1-3 June. A formal appointment will then be planned for the parish council meeting on 4 June 2015.

11/15
MEETING REPORTS:


There were no meeting reports.
12/15
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:

11.6.15 – Steart Forum

13/15
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent:

a) Thank you letters have been sent to retiring council members.

b) A request has been sent to Highways to look at the pedestrian railings between Estuary Park and the Wharf Rd with a view to removing or widening them to allow improved access for mobility vehicles.

c) Rayner (Essex) parish council wrote advising of a potential problem facing school transport. The information will be re-sent to members to consider any implications for us. Action: Clerk.
d) Pension Regulator – advising that with effect from 1.5.17 every employer with at least one member of staff must automatically enrol those who are eligible into a workplace pension scheme and contribute towards it. An employee paid a salary of less than £486 per month can opt out of the scheme, but over this level, a pension will be mandatory. The existing Clerk will opt out, although consideration should be given to this scheme during future precept preparation.

e) Open Spaces seeking a donation towards the Lost Common’s Appeal. We pay £50 per annum as members of the Open Spaces Society. J.Evans did take the letter to review the request.

f) Slinky Bus Service – announcing changes with effect from 26.5.15. 

g) Formal notification that ROSPA will be carrying out the annual play area inspection during June.
h) From Highways – notification of grass cutting regime from May to the end of the growing season.

i) PAYE Instructions for 2015/16

j) PSMA Members License application for Parish On-Line mapping system.

k) Advised SDC we did not want to sign up to an annual fixed fee scheme for legal services, but if required we may consider the pay as you go option.

l) Advised residents in close proximity of the flood bank opposite the village hall of forthcoming works to erect the memorial bench and concrete base for the buoy.

m) Returned the Services and facilities questionnaire to SDC.








Cllr Edney left the meeting at 8.30pm
14/15 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison:

Currently our Site Stakeholder Group (SSG) representative is Mervyn Brown. He is prepared to continue for us until at least October, when as Vice-Chairman of the SSG he will stand for re-election. Members AGREED to review the situation in October.
2. EDF Transport Forum:

P.Gripton attended the Forum on 30.4.15. A new representative is required. Minutes of the previous forum will be sent to members so they can see what is involved. Action: Clerk.  
3. EDF Community Forum:

The existing representative is D.Best. 

4. Village Hall:

We have been invited to the AGM on 20.5.15. As a user group we are entitled to appoint a representative on to the management committee. All members of the committee are Trustees. A representative was not forthcoming at this meeting. We will tender our apologies. Action: Clerk.
5. Steart Ward (D.Best):

Road surface dressing of the village will be carried out early summer. The Steart Forum on 11.6.15 will include a presentation on the Tidal Lagoon Company’s proposals for Bridgwater Bay. Members from Otterhampton, Stogursey and Stockland Parish Councils will be invited to attend.
6.    OPRA (B.Leathwood):

Nothing to report
7. Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT):

J.Evans and S.Mason will report on OPPT meetings. 
8. Children’s Play Area:

Inspection of the play area is currently carried out on a fortnightly basis between May and December, on the basis that the play area gets too wet and seldom used outside of these months. However, members thought that we should move towards inspections for the whole year and this would be essential if we get a new play area with an all-weather surface. A rota will be produced for each member to carry out 3 inspections each for the next 6 months. S.Mason will carry out the first inspections. The check sheet will be sent to members (when complete, these must be returned to the Clerk as by law, they must be kept for 21 years). Action: Clerk. 

15/15
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
1. Select representatives for the various groups
2. Approve Annual Audit for 2014/15

3. 20 mph speed limit for Combwich
4. Community Transport (Buses / Voluntary Car Scheme 

16/15
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on 4 June 2015, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 

The meeting ended at 8.50pm.

Signed:……………………………………………………..

Date:………………………………. 

(Chairman) 
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