OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 2 APRIL 2015, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

PUBLIC SESSION:

No members of the public were in attendance.
PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), Tim Jones (Vice-Chairman), Dick Best, Paul Gripton, Liz Sidebotham, Reg Wilkes, Dist Cllr Julie Pay, Dist Cllr Mike Caswell and Aly Prowse (Clerk).  

138/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr John Edney and Mervyn Brown.

139/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5.3.15:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

140/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.  

141/14
WARD REPORTS:

Cllr Caswell advised that during this period of purdah it is business as usual up until 20.5.15 when the 

new Council is formed. 

Cllr Pay reported that the Community Scrutiny Committee met on 30.3.15 to call in Somerset County 

Highways but they failed to attend. They will be called in again. Julie advised that Andrew Turner at 

County Hall is in charge of Highways. P.Gripton questioned the standard of repairs along Quantock Rd. It 

was agreed to write to Highways to complain. Action: Clerk.
142/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
39/15/00002/SJH – Extension at 12 Riverview. No objections although there is a query regarding drainage. Action: Clerk.

39/15/00003/DRT – Extension at 21 Riverside. No objections.

143/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £621; Business A/C £7650; Reserve A/C £6309. 

2. The following payments were AGREED:

Clerk’s Salary

£256.93

(March including £10.15 other costs)

A.Prowse (Printerland)
£201.54 
(Net £127.95) Printer & 2 sets of cartridges
SDC


£38.59

(Bin charges for Play Area) 

SDC


£417.96

(Grass cutting Oct – Mar 2015)

S.Criddle


£60

(Computer Services)

Village Hall


£400

(Agreed Annual Payment for Hall hire)

K.Preston


£102.19

(Gardening costs Jan – Mar 2015)

3. Clerk’s Annual Increment Award - It was AGREED to award the Clerk two increments as proposed by B.Leathwood and seconded by P.Gripton.

4. In anticipation that we may be short of cheque signatories following the forthcoming Election, and with due consideration to the length of time it takes for bank mandate changes to be actioned, the Clerk asked members to consider agreeing the Clerk as a signatory in the interim, should it prove necessary. She is a recognised signatory, but only uses this permission to access accounts on line for fund transfers, check balances and other procedural activity. The Clerk will then get the new Chairman to retrospectively initial any invoices paid under this arrangement. Members AGREED to this proposal.
144/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):

a) No 2 – Emergency Plan. It was AGREED that as this will be a new procedure, it should be considered and produced by the new Council. 
b) No 4 – Street Lighting at Combwich Junction. The Clerk has written to Alyn Jones to request sight of, or information on, the C182 survey. 
c) No 5 – Parish Newsletter. Minute 147/14. 
d) No 6 – Combwich Buoy. The Clerk phoned Mr Prout on 26.3.15 for an update. The parts are ready to assemble, it will then need painting before the cage can be put on. A visit to Burnham Marine will be arranged for the next 2/3 weeks. Action: Clerk.
No 6a – Base for Buoy. The boat club will be asked at their next meeting to confirm they are still willing to build the base, as it may be required in the next month or two. Action: R.Wilkes.  

e) No 8a – Steart Flood Markers. Cllr Edney has chased this action with R.Newby (Highways). 

No 8b – Raise the road in Steart. Cllr Edney asked been requested to determine the probability of this action. Both these items will be included in the letter to L.Hackling, Highways (see g) Action: Clerk.
f) No 9 – ASB issues. Action ongoing (Cllr Edney).
g) No 10 – Safety signage at Dame Withycombe Hill. The Clerk has received pictures and evidence from Mr Butterworth. She also requested accident statistics from PCSO G.Long but these have not materialised yet. We will respond to Highways with the comments and information we have, to include other outstanding issues (see b and e above). Action: Clerk
h) No 11 – Explanation of levels of waste e.g low level; intermediate. Action ongoing (M.Brown).
i) No 13 - Erection of the ‘No Parking’ signs on the Combwich track. These will be erected before the end of April. Action: P.Gripton.
j) No 14a – Broadband. Action ongoing (Clerk). 
No 14b – Microwave Link. D.Best made enquiries and was advised the system in Steart is working at a couple of households; the cost of the dish and its installation is a single fee of £150 and thereafter the broadband basic tariff is £24 per month. P.Gripton suggested approaching a company (Cosmic) with a view to giving a talk on all things “internet”. Contact details for this company to be passed to D.Best. Acton: Clerk. 
k) No 15 – Enhancements. The three benches will be ordered after Easter. Action: Clerk
l) No 16 – Write to B.Hemmings. Complete.

m) No 17 – Eve Bishop from the Tidal Lagoon Company will attend the Steart Forum on 11.6.15.
n) No 18 – Meeting with J.Sargent. Minute 145/14/1.
o) No 19 - Status of SSSI Management Agreement. A meeting with Natural England (Colin Leppard) has been arranged for 14.4.15.
145/14
MEETING REPORTS:

1. 11.3.15 – Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) - J.Sargent, Director
B.Leathwood said the meeting identified a couple areas of potential concern. For example we were under the impression that the £500k funding was ours to spend how the community wanted, subject to meeting the criteria. J.Sargent however, indicated that SCF will manage the fund on our behalf, suggesting that the money may be released at say £50k per annum and that we should not ‘spend it all at once’. P.Gripton advised we made our feelings known in this regard. Justin re-iterated that funds may not be available for 2 or 3 years. Suitable projects can of course, be submitted against the CIM funds. After the meeting, Barry and Paul took Justin to the wharf and surrounding area.

2. 23.5.15 - Otterhampton Parish Project Team / Otterhampton Community Plan Steering Group
P.Gripton reported that the leaflets had been distributed; the Open Day has been booked for 16.5.15 and the next OPPT/OCPSG meeting will be on 20.4.15. One area of concern is that the existing OCPSG has been seriously depleted of members; there is no Chairman, Secretary of Treasurer. 
146/14
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:


7.4.15 Parish Cluster – Cancelled. Cllr Caswell advised the meeting had been cancelled due to 
insufficient agenda items. However he did mention the Sedgemoor Core Strategy has been modified. Included within the proposals are redrawn lines of the parish boundaries which will affect us. The document will be issued as part of the consultation process.

30.4.15 Transport Forum - T.Jones is unavailable for this meeting. If any Member is available to attend, 

please advise the Clerk. If not, she will tender our apologies. Action: All

14.4.15 Colin Leppard (Natural England) SSSI Status of Management Agreement
14.5.15 Parish Council Annual Assembly and Annual Meeting  


14.5.15 Community Forum. As this clashes with the Annual Assembly/Meeting, the Clerk will tender our 

apologies. Action: Clerk
11.6.15 – Steart Forum

147/14
PARISH NEWSLETTER:

A meeting of volunteers will be arranged after the Easter period. Action: B.Leathwood
148/14
FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS:

1. The Chairman highlighted that this is the last meeting of the existing Members. He said he had very much enjoyed working with everyone over the last four year term; a Council that had worked extremely well together and one that has achieved a great deal. It is hoped the new Council will work as harmoniously. 

2. All Members recognised the skill, dedication and commitment of Paul and Barry’s work in relation to Hinkley C, which without doubt, had it not been for their contribution, the parish would not have received the £500k CIM funding. Dick was also thanked for his efforts in the delivery of the defibrillator to the village which also took some determination to achieve.
3. As originally a co-opted Member, Dick said how much he has enjoyed the meetings and will be very sad if this is not replicated.  
4. Cllr Caswell said it was always a joy to work this this Council and commended Members for their contribution; not only for the work with EDF but also the Steart Marshes project. He wished all Members standing down the very best, and looks forward to working with the new Council. This was echoed by Cllr Pay.  

5. It was decided to try and organise an evening out for the existing Members. Action: Clerk
149/14
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent:

a) EDF Hinkley B – The dredging contractor has agreed to attempt to remove the top of the “mud bar” the next time they dredge the wharf.

b) EA – Vicky Durston has agreed with SCC to add Combwich to the existing Steart Marshes and Otterhampton Village Hall brown sign, prior to the Combwich turn off.

c) Letter to Bridget Hemmings.

d) SDC - £99.23 left to spend re RLT2 and RLT3 agreements.

e) Mobile Library Services Review- outcome of the consultation. Routes will be confirmed shortly.

f) Avon and Somerset Constabulary press releases. I) Road safety becomes new priority in refreshed Police and Crime Plan; ii) PCC pledges a further £200k to local people through the Community Action Fund (including grants up to £3k for road safety measures).
2. For Discussion:

a) Zurich Insurance quote for Year 2. The figure is £447.03 (Year 1 was £437.88). It was AGREED to accept the quotation. Action: Clerk.
b) Annual Grass Maintenance Contract. SDC (Dave Aggett) advised SDC are willing to hold their 
existing contract prices for a further year i.e. £116.10 x 7 cuts = £812.70. A comparative quote received from Greenslades at that time was £1594.46. It was AGREED to accept SDC’s quotation. Action: Clerk.
c) BT – Adopt a kiosk. The Clerk will make some enquiries as to what this entails, although as it is a 
working phone, Members did not agree to this initiative in principle. Action: Clerk.
d) SDC – Offer of Legal Services. SDC are considering offering legal services to parish councils. This would be at an annual fixed fee of £200, plus an hourly rate thereafter of £100. Whilst there may be occasion to engage legal services if a need arises, it was AGREED that to enter into an agreement on an annual basis would be unnecessary. Action: Clerk.
e) SDC - Services and Facilities Questionnaire. Action: Clerk.
f) Somerset Local Authorities Civil Contingencies Unit – Requesting Emergency Community Contacts from Parish Councils. It was AGREED to hold this over until the new Council is in place. Action: Clerk.
150/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison:

T.Jones has found out where the SSG minutes are published (Magnox website).
2. Hinkley C Development:

It appears that 400 staff are about to be laid off, leaving 250 staff on site.

3. Village Hall (L.Sidebotham):

Nothing to report.
4. Steart Ward (D.Best):

The new manager of the Steart Marshes will be announced shortly. A part-time assistant working Friday – Tuesday has been appointed. P.Gripton would like the parish council to write to T.McGrath’s boss (and Tim himself) acknowledging his work and contribution to the success of the scheme. This was AGREED, although the exact date of his departure is not yet known.

5.    OPRA (B.Leathwood):

The AGM was successful, including the recruitment of three new members. There is an Easter Egg hunt on 3.4.15 and a quiz at The Anchor on 5.4.15.
151/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting which will incorporate both the Annual Assembly and Annual Meeting will be on Thursday 14 May 2015, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 

The meeting ended at 8.25pm.
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14 May 2015
Signed:……………………………………………………..

Date:………………………………. 

(Chairman) 
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