 OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

on

THURSDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2017 AT OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL
PUBLIC SESSION:
Mr P Gripton attended the meeting to advise on an issue with the Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) Local Plan to 2032. In connection with the Combwich Wharf, he said the existing Core Strategy includes a concession gained by the parish council that any development is subject to policies regarding pollution impacts and residential amenity to protect nearby residents and to remind developers and planners of the close dwelling constraints of development around the Pill. 
The new Core Strategy divides the old policy (D16) into two separate policies (D25 and D26) first stating policy D16 applies (yet this may be a mistake as the new policy D16 refers to economic prosperity which could conflict with resident’s rights to enjoy their amenity) and second, refers to policy D25 applying to Combwich Wharf but this now only refers to pollution impacts and not residential amenity. Mr Gripton believes that to reflect the previous Core Strategy stance, both Policy D25 (pollution impacts) and D26 (residential amenity) should apply to Combwich Wharf development to protect the residents close to the wharf from future commercial operations, other than Hinkley Point.

PRESENT:

John Berry (Chairman), Dick Best (Vice-Chairman), Bob Birkenhead, Dave Cather, Barry Leathwood, Rachel Perrett, County Cllr John Edney, District Cllrs Mike Caswell and Julie Pay, 1 member of the public. Aly Prowse (Clerk).
126/16
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from J.Evans.
127/16
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5.1.17:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

128/16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
129/16
WARD REPORTS:

County Cllr Edney

Cllr Edney advised there is a meeting next week to agree the Budget. SCC has managed to save £17m and hopes to set a balanced budget. There is a reasonable settlement for adult social care, although there will be a council tax increase of between 3% and 4%. He also informed members of the new free bus service from Cannington to Minehead to commence on 6.2.17. It will run 3 times per day, Monday to Friday. EDF are paying for the service. B.Leathwood said as soon as we get the timetables, we should widely publicise the service.  

District Cllr Pay.

Cllr Pay said that SDC will present its Budget to Council on 22.2.17 which also proposes a small increase in council tax.


District Cllr Caswell. 
Cllr Caswell outlined the programme of drop-in events to discuss the Core Strategy document and encouraged members to attend and make their comments known. He believes by the time the Plan goes through the various levels of approval it will not come into force until May/June 2018. Cllr Caswell said the Plan is a’ live’ document and will be reviewed every 5 years. He will obtain 2 hard copies of the Plan and pass to the Clerk. 

130/16
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. 3/32/16/018 Building for storage of Intermediate Level Waste (ILW) at Hinkley A. AWAITING DECISION.
2. EPR/JP3122GM/V005 Vary Environmental Permit during Hinkley C Construction. AWAITING DECISION.
3. 39/16/00011 Extension to first floor dormer, 11 Martyn Cl, Combwich. APPROVED.
4. 39/16/00012 Erect general purpose agricultural building, Moxhill Farm. AWAITING DECISION.
5. 39/17/00001
Erect Dwelling and Formation of Access, Plot 4, 9 Church Hill, Combwich. It is believed an archaeological dig has been undertaken. A site visit to be arranged for 7.2.17 at 4.30pm. Action: Clerk.
131/16
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Bank Balances - Current A/C £1338; Deposit A/C £9435; Reserve A/C £8575.   
2. The following payments were AGREED:

Mrs A Prowse

£340.57

(January salary including £15.50 other costs)

Sedgemoor District Council
£139.32

(Annual Grounds Maintenance Oct-Dec)
INCOME


£3.90

(Western Power - Wayleave)
3. Consider Mendip Community Transport Donation Request. 
It was unanimously AGREED to donate £100 as proposed by B.Leathwood and seconded by B.Birkenhead. Action: Clerk.








The Ward Councillors left at 7.40pm.
132/16
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):

a) No 1 – Bus Shelter Repairs – B.Birkenhead asked to change the date to April 2017. 
b) No 6 – Combwich Buoy. B.Birkenhead has finalised the wording for the plaque and once he has checked the correct title of the Combwich boat club, he will go ahead and get it done.
c) No 8  
Safety Signage on bend at Dame Withycombe Hill. G.Warren (Highways) responded that he did not agree chevron signage on the bend (although his predecessor Mr Newby had suggested it). D.Best believes if the replacement safety reflective markers were to continue down the hill, they would increase the effectiveness. We will write back to Mr Warren to request this measure. Action: Clerk.
School Lane/Church Hill/Ship Lane. J.Berry believes the white lining has given greater clarity to the junction has improved it. 

Estuary Park Bridge Railings. This work has been carried out and has been done well.    

d) No 9 – Co-opt new Member. D.Cather has completed the relevant forms which will be submitted to SDC. Action: Clerk.
e) 11 – Dog Fouling Posters by School Children. R.Perrett has been unable to get a meeting with the School Head but will keep trying.
f) No 17 – Combwich Ponds. B.Birkenhead will review the information in light of the approaching deadline re the Deregulation Act. Action: Ongoing. The Clerk will try and make contact with the Angling Club. Action: Clerk
g) No 18 – Boulders on Common by Pill.  The 3 boulders have been delivered. These will be put in place prior to the Planning site visit on 7.2.16, 3.30pm, if we can get sufficient volunteers. 

2. No 14 Bus Service
This item was covered within County Cllr John Edney’s ward report (Minute 129/16).
133/16
SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL (SDC) LOCAL PLAN TO 2032:
1. A meeting of the parish council to discuss the SDC Local Plan to 2032 has been arranged for 16.2.17 at 7pm subject to availability of the Village Hall. The meeting will need to be advertised to the public. We will request attendance by a member of the SDC Planning Team. Action: Clerk. A Public meeting to discuss this together with the SHLAA item below will be arranged during the period 27th February - 3rd March to enable a response to be submitted to SDC by the end of the consultation period (17.3.17). 
2. Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA)
The latest Local Development Framework newsletter from SDC included an updated issue of the SHLAA. This shows an area of land between Brookside Rd and the School as an “Opportunity Site” for a development of up to 150 houses. B.Leathwood handed out an assessment he had prepared listing the pros and cons from his perspective. Concerns were raised whether the intention was to include the School field and the impact such a development would have on the village which has 349 houses. 

134/16
PLAY AND RECREATION AREA:

Tarmac entrance to play area – B.Leathwood and the Clerk met another contractor to discuss requirements and have requested prices by 12.2.17. We have one quote already and a further contractor declined to tender. We will need to confirm with Highways if a Section 171 licence costing £90 will be required in advance of any works.
135/16
ENHANCEMENTS:
1. The Common by Riverside Farm.

We had been due to visit the area when the working party planted the trees near the Play Area on 9.1.17, but because of the wet and cold weather we agreed to rearrange. The overgrown hedge running from the end of Riverside Farm towards J.Britnell’s bungalow prevents access to a footpath that not many people are aware exists. This will form part on B.Birkenhead’s review of footpaths in the parish and will be considered as part of possible enhancement of this area. Action Continues. 
2. Verge Adjacent to Play Area.

The grass verge along the play area is being increasingly cut up and eroded by vehicles parking there. Discussion ensued whether we should try to prevent vehicles parking in the short term or at least during the winter period. We could perhaps borrow the Steart flood markers to erect as a trial period, although it was questioned whether these would be appropriate for the area. R.Perrett suggested sourcing costs/suppliers for wooden posts as a more acceptable aesthetic alternative. Action: Clerk.    
136/16
HIGHWAYS UPDATE:
1. Combwich Retaining Wall

The Clerk advised it has been difficult trying to source a supply and fit contractor for this work. With the approval of J.Berry and D.Best she emailed P.Tucker (SCC) to ask if he could suggest a contractor and/or if SCC would be prepared to quote for this work, which would be consistent with the barriers at Estuary Park. We await a reply.
2. Speed Indication Device (SID)
D.Grabham (SCC) emailed to suggest affixing the SID box to the pole by the lay-by opposite the Post Office or the pole by Nursery Cl which has been used previously. As Members wanted the device to be as near to the entrance of the village as possible, and results from the Nursery Cl pole were not thought to be particularly representative, it was AGREED to request the use of the pole by the Post Office. Action: Clerk.
137/16
MEETING REPORTS:
26.1.17 – Transport Forum
J.Evans previously circulated her notes and EDF draft minutes have subsequently been circulated. Key points included that work is happening apace at Hinkley C; lorry and bus journeys remained within the capped numbers and in March, additional large loads are due to deliver modular units for the campus. Julie thought it would be good if local residents are given some idea of peak traffic volumes given that conflicting answers of 2-3 years and 7-8 years were given to this question. The SCC Highways representative suggested although volume would increase we would be unlikely to notice too much given the cap and limitations in place, plus bus numbers are unlikely to be increased, but the buses would be more full and when the jetty at Hinkley is complete (expected to be early 2018) 80% of aggregate will come in by sea; the first permanent nuclear grade concrete is forecast to be poured and inspected on 27.3.17 and a question was raised about safety and decommissioning 60 years hence; assurance was given that lessons had been learned from Flammanville; the build is expected to be completed on time and Trust Fund arrangements are in place should EDF no longer exist. 



31.1.17 – Workshop Re Coastal Issues/Steart Working Wetland
This was attended by D.Best; the purpose to inform the development of public engagement events with the community. Dick suggested than one avenue may be the Friday coffee mornings. It was suggested that H.Jowett or the organisers would need to be consulted first.
138/16
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:
8.2.17
- Village Hall
9.2.17
- Stockland Parish Meeting (J.Berry and D.Best)

15.2.17
- Steart Forum

22.2.17
- SDC Joint Parishes
24.2.17
- Site Stakeholder Group (SSG Hinkley A and B)

27.3.17
- SDC Code of Conduct Training

139/16
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Speeding concerns on the C182
G.Perrett wrote to the parish council outlining his concerns of the dangers of the C182 from the Otterhampton turn-off (locally known as Biffen’s corner) to the by-pass roundabout at Rodway Farm, suggesting we make a formal request for the speed limit to be reduced to 40mph along this stretch of road. Members were in agreement that there are pinch points all along this stretch and in particular, when exiting the Biffen’s corner junction; members said it would help with the visibility of oncoming traffic if the vegetation here was always cut well back. Members AGREED to write to A.Coupe (SCC) echoing Gary’s suggestion of a 40 mph speed restriction. Action: Clerk. Members also wondered what criteria is applied when allocating roads their A, B or C status.   
2. EDF Hinkley C update on Combwich Wharf.
It was AGREED to the request from EDF to give an update to the parish council on 6.4.17. Action: Clerk
3. General.

1. From J.Vassalli (Chair of Quantock Cluster) agreeing with our disappointment of SDC’s decision to do away with the separate Quantock Cluster, but suggested that as the Quantock Cluster is so well supported, that we may well be in the majority at future parish meetings anyway.
2. Marine Management Organisation’s Marine Plan development workshops. No take up.

3. An email from M.Bulman making us aware of various meetings to take place with regard to the proposed storage of Intermediate Level Waste (ILW) at Hinkley A.

4. From SDC advising it will support the forthcoming spring clean events by providing bags, gloves and rubbish collection services. D.Best thought it possible that a beach clean at Steart may be organised.  
140/16
REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison
Other than the forthcoming SSG on 24.2.17, there was nothing to report.

2. Steart Ward (D.Best)
Nothing to report.

3. OPRA (B.Leathwood)
Nothing to report

4. Village Hall
The next meeting is on 8.2.17. The Clerk will attend.

5. Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT)

a) Consider Remit of the Team 

The existing Terms of Reference dated 19.1.15 were thought to be adequate subject to referencing the Somerset Community Foundation (SCF) Process when it is issued. We will write to J.Sargent to ask if a further meeting might be appropriate and for an update on the funding Process. Action: Clerk 
b) Response from requests for members

One of the existing team no longer wishes to continue and the Chairman is unable to continue at present due to health concerns. We have however, had interest from Laura Valentine-Slack, Steve Chinn and Amanda Cather. D.Best and D.Cather said they would like to be included. Once the SCF Process is issued, a meeting will be called. It will also be important to incorporate Community Plan considerations into the work of the OPPT.  

6. School Liaison (R.Perrett)
R.Perrett will email the School Head to try and organise a meeting with him.
7. Public Rights of Way (B.Birkenhead)
a) B.Birkenhead has walked the footpaths at the top of Dame Withycombe Hill towards Hill House and will report inadequate margins, which create access difficulties in using the footpath.
b) He will look into the issue behind Mrs Lloyd-William’s bungalow as the footpath/garden appears to be slipping towards the brook. He will also request a new gate at the entrance to this footpath.
c) As reported in 135/16/1, Bob will look at the footpath along the hedgerow just beyond Riverside Farm.
d) Bob is working his way around all the footpaths in the parish.
8. Otter Tales (B.Leathwood)
B.Leathwood reported receiving late copy for the January publication. In future, he will amend the deadline date for copy to the Sunday after parish council meetings. There was also a delay printing January’s newsletter whilst the Hinkley C items were given clearance. It is hoped that censorship will not be applied. 

9. Otter Wheels

The Clerk had circulated the email from Y.Bulman requesting the parish council print flyers advertising Otter Wheels for delivery to every household. Whilst very supportive of the scheme, members wondered what added value there would be for flyers, as articles already appear in Otter Tales which are delivered to every household. We would check if information is available at the Cannington Health Service and whether production of leaflets with details of prices, journeys, phone numbers etc would be of more use. The Clerk will talk to Yvonne. Action: Clerk
141/16
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on 9 March 2017, 7.00pm at The Harbour View Club

The meeting ended at 9.15 pm.
Signed

[image: image1.jpg]



Date: 9 March 2017 

(Chairman) 
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