OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 2 JULY 2015
 AT OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL
PUBLIC SESSION:

1. Buses -The poorly served bus service to the Village is causing difficulties for some of our residents, particularly the lack of a 5pm service from Bridgwater during the summer. Cllr Edney previously suggested a petition, which has started and has 61 signatures. Members agreed to help with this by advertising through the Community Newsletter and typing a form to be left at various points in the village. It is a problem for many rural parishes, as use of the service diminishes and becomes less viable. The Chairman explained that we are exploring a community car scheme which could help plug the gap in services. 
2. Street Lighting - The Clerk explained that subject to cost, we may request a feasibility study from Somerset County Council (SCC) to consider lighting at the Combwich junction (to include the bus shelter). Cllr Edney said he financed a light some 6 years ago for the bus shelter which did not materialise. Members undertook to provide lighting at the bus shelter before the winter even if it is only a temporary measure. Action: Members
3. Combwich track
a) The two ‘No Parking’ signs on the track cost £91 (the wood was donated by P.Gripton).

b) The poor condition of the track was raised, which is causing difficulty for people with mobility issues. The maintenance of the track is an issue in terms of cost and responsibility which lies with us as owners, although there are others with permitted access. Members AGREED to look at this issue. It will talk to the Environment Agency in the first instance and then explore whether we could get other permitted users to contribute to the cost. Action: Clerk.
c) The parish council continues to receive complaints about no parking on the track for disabled drivers. Exemptions for disabled users have been requested. Members AGREED to explore available options with the relevant bodies, including the use of access permits; a subject for a future meeting. Action: Clerk. The effectiveness of the disabled bays at the front of the Common will be reviewed in the autumn in conjunction with the above. 
PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), Heath Bennett, Bob Birkenhead, Julie Evans, Stuart Mason, County Cllr John Edney, Dist Cllr Mike Caswell, Aly Prowse (Clerk) and 3 members of the public.

31/15
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from John Berry, Dick Best and Dist Cllr Julie Pay.

32/15
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4.6.15:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

33/15
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN:

This will be held over until the councillor training has been held September/October and the new members have gained more of an insight into the role. 

34/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
35/15
WARD REPORTS:

Cllr Edney – Still relatively quiet at County Hall. The Cannington by-pass seems to be well ahead of schedule and may be finished before Christmas 2015.
Cllr Caswell – New councillors are still receiving training for the various committees. The Planning Department is now fully staffed and making good progress when compared nationally..







Cllrs Edney and Caswell left the meeting at 7.35pm 

36/15
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. Applications

47/15/00003 Agricultural Building at Manor Farm, Otterhampton – GRANTED

39/15/00005 Agricultural Building at Dovecote Barn, Combwich – AWAITING DECISION

39/15/00006 Extension at 12 Riverview, Resubmitted. On circulation with members for consideration.

2. Planning Training at Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) 16.6.15.

Members thought the training was useful, although Stuart thought it may have been too much information in one evening. Members would welcome refresher training. 

3. Planning Process
Members DECIDED to retain the existing process for now; each planning application will be placed on circulation and a site visit will be arranged if necessary.

37/15
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1055; Deposit A/C £12699; Reserve A/C £6310.
2. Village Hall Grant

Members agreed that the Village Hall is a priority and are not against the scheme in principle. However, following a detailed discussion, the £2000 grant application from the Village Hall Committee was turned down for the following reasons:
· The closing date to submit a grant application to SDC was 3.7.15 (although the Village Hall Committee had only just found out the date). This was insufficient time for members to consider the application properly. It was disappointing that no-one attended from the Village Hall Committee to answer member’s questions. 

· Members were concerned about investing money into the Hall if further refurbishment works go ahead which might negate the benefits of this work. 
· £7k (70%) of the grant was for the installation of Velux windows into the Short Mat Bowls room, which has exclusive use by the short mat bowls club. Members would like to see the room made available for other uses and could see this as a possible condition of the grant if it were re-considered.
Members would like a meeting with the Village Hall Committee to discuss the future plans so that we do not find ourselves in the same position again. 
3. The following payments were AGREED:

A.Prowse

£270.59

(Clerk’s salary for June, including £8.45 admin costs)
K.Preston

£320.00

(Plus waste removal, village cleaning and equipment costs £91.73)
Receipts - £100.00 (OPRA barn rent for 2015/16)

4. Budget Monitoring Statement – The budget monitoring statement for quarter ending 30.6.15 was circulated.

38/15
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):

a) No 11 – Cllr Edney was informed that the property in question is not owned by SCC but by a private residential provider called Crimson Hill. Local authorities will place children at this premise as they are moving towards independence. The contact details for Crimson Hill were provided. 
b) No 12 – Bank Mandate – The forms have been signed and submitted to Lloyds Bank.

c) No 13 – Haul Rd – The farmer, Mr Baker would like to know if there is any progress following the meeting with us and EDF, following a commitment from EDF to change the gates. Action: Clerk
d) No 14 – Signage at Wharf Rd. This is in hand. We will consider a suitable place to erect it when we meet Highways on 9.7.15.

e) No 16 – Lengthsman Scheme. A meeting will be arranged with Cannington Parish Council to consider proposals. Action: Clerk
f) No 17 – Coastal Communities Scheme. D.Best had made enquiries, but the grant funding only covers “at-risk coastal heritage”, which is not applicable for Steart properties.

2. Community Voluntary Car Scheme
The Clerk briefly outlined the key elements of a voluntary car scheme. The scheme will be advertised in the Community Newsletter, to determine interest from potential customers, plus a request for volunteers (although 12 people have already volunteered as drivers). A meeting will be arranged during August. If the scheme goes ahead, it was AGREED to provide up to £300 towards start-up fees as proposed by B.Birkenhead and seconded by S.Mason.

3. Emergency Plan
Work will commence on the parish emergency plan during the summer. Action: J.Evans and Clerk.
4. Street Lighting at Combwich Junction
The Clerk has asked Alyn Jones (SCC) for an estimated cost of a feasibility study for the provision of street lighting at the Combwich junction. As we have no meeting in August, and to avoid delays, it was AGREED that when received, this information will be circulated to members to obtain agreement (or not) to proceed with a feasibility study. Action: Clerk
5. Combwich Buoy
a) As no progress was being made to complete the repairs to the buoy, it was agreed with Mr Prout that we would remove the buoy and return it to Combwich. The Combwich boat club had agreed to complete the repairs. 
b) B.Leathwood, B.Johnson, R.Prowse and the Clerk visited Burnham Marine on 25.6.15 to negotiate a price and to consider its transportation. The original quote was an estimated £3500 - £4500. We considered that circa 80% of the work had been done, but as we would be transporting it (included as a cost within the original quote) we felt that £2500 was a fair price, subject to the agreement of members. The price of £2500 was AGREED by members. It will be collected on 7.7.15 by R.Prowse and S.Darch. The boat club also volunteered to build the plinth for it to stand on, which will be on the flood bank opposite the Village Hall. This will be followed up to confirm progress. Action: Clerk.

c) Members said it will be an occasion when the buoy is actually finished and in situ, and that perhaps we should have an event to welcome it back to its rightful place. For further discussion nearer completion.     
39/15
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:
9.7.15 – Highways (to discuss pedestrian railings at Estuary Park/Wharf Rd; Dame Withycombe reflective safety markers/extant water run-off problems; Steart Flood poles/raising the road in Steart; 20 mph speed restrictions in Combwich).

3.8.15 - Village walk for members to consider enhancements, issues etc. Meet 6.30pm at the Anchor Inn car park. Action: All
40/15
MEETING REPORTS:

8.6.15 – C182 Emergency Exercise ‘Operation Harold’ at Hinkley Point C

The Clerk attended this exercise arranged by the Police to test the effectiveness of the emergency plan should the C182 be closed due to an incident. All agencies were involved. This will now be rolled out to Parish Councils at a meeting in the Bridgwater Police Station, 7pm on 27 July 2105. If any member would like to attend please advise the Clerk. Action: All
10.6.15 – Parish Newsletter

6 volunteers attended. Barry had produced a mock-up of the newsletter which was well received. Barry has agreed to be editor in the short term, assisted by T.Jones. B.Birkenhead will co-ordinate the distribution. The newsletter will be issued on or around the 15th of each month, with the first issue going out in July. S.Mason asked if the ‘Silver Surfers’ which teaches elderly people simple internet transactions could be advertised to determine interest in holding a course (s). Action: B.Leathwood 

11.6.15 – Steart Forum

This included presentations from Tidal Lagoon Power Ltd on the proposed tidal lagoons, and in particular the one at Bridgwater Bay, and Andy Stevenson from SCC Rights of Way, giving an update on the Coastal Access Scheme. 


26.6.15 – Hinkley Point A and B Site Stakeholder Group (SSG) 

No report had been received from M.Brown. He has agreed to attend the meeting on 3.9.15. B.Birkenhead said he is happy to answer any queries regarding Hinkley Point.

30.6.15 – Parish Cluster
1. This was attended by B.Leathwood, J.Evans and the Clerk. A presentation was given by Tidal Lagoon Power Ltd. 
2. The parish meeting element which precedes the main meeting was agreed to be shelved until/if a topic warranted it to be reconvened. This will save us £30 on the ‘Cluster’ Fee.The main meeting is paid for by SDC.

3. The new Chairman will be John Vassali from Durleigh Parish Council.
41/15
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent (excluding items covered by agenda or action list):

a) From the Environment Agency – Confirming the new Combwich road sign has been ordered.

b) From SDC – Seeking two volunteer parish or town councillors to sit on the District Council’s Standards Board.

c) Letter sent to P.Gripton thanking him for organising the ‘No Parking’ signs on the Common track.

d) To Otterhampton Village Hall – Notification of H.Bennett as our representative on the Committee.

e) To EDF – Advising the new parish council representatives at the various forums.

f) From ‘HAGS’ SMP – Informing us of the grants available through Viridor. Of particular interest is the funding associated with Play Areas.

2. For Discussion:
a) Up to Speed Team – In relation to the Broadband roll-out, this team will provide a free workshop event to teach making the most of iPad, Tablets, Social Media, and Digital Photography etc. An advertisement will be placed in the Newsletter to see if there is any interest to hold an event in the parish. Action: Clerk 
b) Tidal Lagoon Power Ltd – It was AGREED to request a presentation on Thursday 17 September 2015. This will be for members and parishioners. Action: Clerk

c) Cally Wills – Cally runs exercise classes in the Village Hall on Tuesdays. She would like to start an outdoor fitness session one evening a week on the Common and is seeking permission. The sessions would last for 45 minutes and be accompanied by background music (not loud). She has the requisite insurance and health questionnaires for participants. Members support this initiative which if it goes ahead, would be reviewed after the summer. Members felt that a charge could not be levied, but we would ask Cally for a donation to put towards the children’s play area. Action: Clerk

d) Parish Champion Nomination (by 4.9.15) – Members AGREED to nominate Elizabeth and John Marriott for their work with the Village Hall, Combwich Market, Parish newsletter and OPRA over many years. This was proposed by B.Birkenhead and seconded by H.Bennett. Action: Clerk

42/15 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison (including SSG):

B.Birkenhead raised the possibility of parishioners using the ‘green buses’ used by EDF to transport employees to and from Hinkley Point. The Clerk advised that this had been raised at the Transport Forum, but the answer had been a firm “no”. D.Eccles advised that it would not be permitted under the terms of their insurance. 

2. Steart Ward:
Major road and pothole repairs had taken place in Steart. This will be followed by tar and chipping.

This section of the Coastal Access route is nearing completion. A boardwalk has been erected below Ferricies Farm and new gates are in place at Steart Gate.
3. OPRA (B.Leathwood):

Nothing to report. 

4. Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT) (S.Mason):

The Open Day on 27.6.15 was well attended, with lots of suggestions submitted. Results will be analysed and discussed at the next meeting on 6.7.15.This will be an evolving process.
5. Village Hall (H.Bennett) :

A Committee meeting has yet to be arranged.  

6. Children’s Play Area: 
B.Leathwood will swap inspections with J.Berry (away on holiday) for the July inspection period.

7. School Liaison (J.Evans):

An article will be included in the new Newsletter. Key topics will include the appointment of the new Head in September; the School is looking for new Governors and the role of Friends of Otterhampton School which is for the benefit of the whole community.

43/15
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

Combwich Track – Disabled parking/access.
44/15
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on 3 September 2015, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 

The meeting ended at 9.20pm.
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Signed






Date:

3 September 2015 

(Chairman) 
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