OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 2 OCTOBER  2014, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT:

B.Leathwood (Chairman), T.Jones (Vice-Chairman), R.Best, M.Brown, P.Gripton, L.Sidebotham, A.Prowse (Clerk), Dist Cllr J.Pay, PCSO G.Long, 1 member of the public. 

ECHO – PORTRAIT OF A PENINSULA (Sandy Mayberley & Chris Ferris):
S.Maberley and C.Ferris from Theatre Melange gave an overview of their work on projects along the Somerset Coast in Watchet, Minehead and Burnham-On-Sea, illustrating the way communities work and what its people value about them. They would like to do a ‘portrait of a peninsula’ to include Stogursey, Steart and Combwich. They are seeking £30k from the Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) fund to pay for this project and are looking for support from the parish council. Members were impressed with the project’s potential and agreed to a letter of support.

PUBLIC SESSION:

A parishioner felt that compared to other parishes that have a monthly newsletter, our parishioners are not so well informed, particularly regarding the Hinkley C CIM fund. As referred to in the September minutes, B. Leathwood advised we are in the process of co-ordinating a meeting of the various groups in the parish to enable us to develop a strategy to take the CIM process forward, bearing in mind the £500k for this parish has not yet been released. Barry said we are keen to have a newsletter and we have been exploring various options including a request for volunteers. The problem is not financial; it is getting someone to put together the content. The Clerk advised agendas and minutes of the meetings are placed on the notice boards opposite the Post Office, opposite the Anchor Inn and at Steart. She will happily email minutes to any parishioner who requests them. 

PCSO UPDATE – G.Long: 

G.Long received an email from a resident who witnessed some anti-social behaviour (ASB) in Combwich. She has visited the house concerned and complained to the Care Company. P.Gripton said there are a number of concerned local residents. Georgina advised they should ring 101 if ASB observed or wish to complain. The Clerk will contact Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) Planning Department for guidance regarding this property. Action: Clerk
P.Gripton also mentioned primary school aged children cycling at speeds down Ship Hill and around the blind bend at the bottom. Georgina will speak to the School’s headmistress. Action: G.Long.
53/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J Edney and Cllr R Wilkes.
54/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4.9.14:

The minutes of the meeting held on 4.9.14 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

55/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

M.Brown declared an interest in agenda item 6a) 39/14/00007. 

56/14
WARD REPORTS:

Cllr Pay reported that SDC has published its final accounts and had received a good report from Grant 

Thornton who was impressed with their five year finance plan.











Cllr Pay left the meeting at 7.50pm
57/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. 39/14/00007 Dwelling, 2 the Tower, Combwich – APPEAL

(M.Brown left the room at 7.50pm)
Members had no further information to add to this appeal.

(M.Brown returned at 7.52pm)

2. 39/14/00011 – 18 Steart Drove, Steart - SUPPORTED.

3. Planning Training at SDC:
T.Jones who attended the training together with D.Best and the Clerk on 24.9.14, thought it was well organised and worthwhile. D.Best also said it was useful, but that the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) item was confusing not helped by contradictory slides during the presentation. Copies of the presentation are due to be sent to us. Action: Clerk
58/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1048; Business A/C £12965; Reserves A/C £6000. 

2. The following payments were AGREED:

Village Hall 


£1000.00
(Grant for Hall repairs).

Stockland PCC

£20.00

(Use of Steart Church for Forum on 8.10.14).

Clerk
 

£43.99

(External Hard Drive for Lap Top computer).
Clerk’s Salary 

£241.73

(September inc. £14.23 office costs).
K.Preston Salary

£309.05 
(Jul, Aug, Sep, inc. £54.05 fuel, oil & travel).
3. Six Monthly Accounts and Budget Monitoring Statement to 30.9.14

The Clerk presented a detailed six monthly budget monitoring statement that forecasts a potential £7k surplus at the year end. These figures formed the basis of the six monthly accounts which were AGREED and signed by the Chairman.

59/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1 Review Action List (for actions not covered by agenda):
a) No 5 – Lights at the bus shelter. P.Gripton will aim to complete this action during October with the help of B.Leathwood. He has inspected the bus shelter and advised that cracks are reappearing which we will need to address in the long term. He added that it was in a state, with graffiti on the walls and full of litter which he removed.  
b) No 8 – Parish Newsletter sponsorship. Action continues. M.Brown
c) No 11 – Chairman’s Award Nomination, Helen Jowett. Complete. 

d) No 14 – Patching Combwich Track. A request has been made to WWT, although it was noted that this is the Environment Agency’s (EA) responsibility. Complete. 

P.Gripton obtained AGREEMENT from members to purchase and erect some new ‘no parking’ signs; one to replace the existing small sign and a new one opposite J.William’s bungalow. At the same time he will arrange for a replacement sign for the Wharf Rd. Action: P.Gripton 
e) No 16 – Remove sandbags from P.Shaw’s drive. This has been arranged.

f) No 18 – Flood markers at Steart – Cllr Edney advised D.Best that he has spoken to R.Newby who has agreed to erect the markers. He requested background information on flooding at Steart. Action: D.Best.   
g) T.Jones reported the EA have completed work on the river bank towards Tucketts Clyce. 

2 Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) Fund – Parish Plan Meeting:
B.Leathwood has compiled a list of groups and organisations in the parish. Otterhampton residents were written to (as they have no known resident’s groups). It was proposed to hold a joint meeting between the parish council and parish steering group (who will be asked to chair) inviting representatives from all the groups. This meeting will primarily focus on the process and to develop a strategy to take this forward. The village hall has been provisionally booked for 30.10.14. This will be discussed with the Parish Plan Steering Group and a joint letter will be sent to invitees. Action: B.Leathwood and Clerk. Julie Cooper (SDC) will be asked to attend the next meeting if appropriate.

3    Quantock AONB Community Fund:
The three projects identified at the last meeting do not appear in the existing Community Plan which is one of the criteria for eligibility. Therefore this action did not proceed. These projects will however, be put forward when the Community Plan is revisited which will be discussed at the meeting on 30.10.14.

4    Combwich Buoy:
B.Leathwood and the Clerk visited Burnham Marine (BM) on 25.9.14. Very little progress has been made, although there is a commitment to complete the repairs by the end of this year. We have no leverage to apply conditions, although if we could find someone willing and able to complete the repairs, we could give BM an ultimatum that either they complete it within a certain period or we would agree a payment and take it away from them. We will undertake to source alternatives, but in the meantime, we will write to BM using our visit as a reference point acknowledging and reinforcing their commitment to finish by December 31s, advising we will review at that point if not. Action: Clerk
5    Village Gardener Safety Equipment:
Members AGREED that the village gardener should be provided with a safety helmet and visor. K.Preston will be advised and asked to purchase one, which will then be reimbursed by the parish council. Action: Clerk
6    Parking along Riverview (parking for the disabled):
Should they be required, Highways could create two disabled car parking bays at no cost to us. There was discussion whether we should have one at the Village Hall end with the other at the Anchor Inn end.  M.Brown proposed that in line with trying to discourage parking on the Combwich track that the parking bays should be as close to the Steart Marshes network as possible, therefore both bays should be at the Anchor Inn end. This was seconded by T.Jones and all members AGREED. Action: Clerk
7    GIS Parish On-Line-Mapping:
The free trial period ends on 6.10.14. Members thought this will be a useful tool. It was AGREED to sign up for this system. The cost will be £57.60 including VAT (£28.80 for a license, plus £28.80 annual subscription). Action: Clerk
60/14
MEETINGS:

1. Transport Forum 11.9.14 (T.Jones):
Minutes of this meeting have been circulated. Tim mentioned the key points including road improvement proposals for Bridgwater which will cause further traffic problems; a £280k grant has been made towards the proposed cycle route from Cannington to Combwich; the Cannington by-pass will commence shortly.

2. Parish Cluster Meeting 16.9.14 (Clerk):
Peter Grieg the Chairman will be standing down so a replacement is required; Justin Robinson from SALC gave a presentation on the new Financial and Government Regulations (the Clerk has produced new draft financial regulations, currently on circulation); the new Transparency Code (that councils with an annual turnover of less than £25k must adopt) is likely to be introduced during 2015/16; there was also a presentation by two Village Agents. Papers from this meeting are currently on circulation. The next meeting will be on 27.1.15.
3. Severn Estuary Forum 16.9.14 (D.Best & M.Brown):

Both M.Brown and D.Best found the forum interesting and useful. The key issues included power generation through a network of tidal lagoons, including the next project proposed for Bridgwater Bay. P.Gripton held previous discussions on this proposal which will now be followed up by D.Best. Action: D.Best The Plymouth Observatory is carrying out coastal monitoring, which may have some relevance to Steart.

4. Anti-Social Behaviour 18.9.14 (B.Leathwood):
The follow up meeting on 18.9.14 was not well attended and little achieved, the view being that the problems had gone away.
5. Steart Marshes Forum 8.10.14 (D.Best):
B.Leathwood will chair the inaugural meeting. It is anticipated that 12-14 people will attend. D.Best will represent Steart and P.Gripton will attend to represent the parish council. The Clerk will take minutes.
6. EDF Community Forum 16.10.14:

D.Best will attend this Forum, but depending on the subject matter, in future we may ask a member of the community to attend.

61/14
FOOTPATH LIAISON OFFICER:

B.Leathwood wishes to stand down from this position so a new volunteer is required. This will be advertised in the Post Office and on the Combwich Website. Action: Clerk and B.Leathwood. 
62/14
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Received after preparation of agenda:
a) The wildflower meadow group enquired whether they could purchase a seat for this area, and if so, whether we might be able to contribute towards the cost. Members are generally supportive of this idea and AGREED to offer some financial assistance (a sum to be agreed when costs are known). The group will need to provide a plan of where they want the seat sited. Permission will need to be sought from Highways which should be requested via the parish council. Action: Clerk.
2. Received/sent:
a) Two highway defect reports on 29.9.14. (Junction of Brookside Rd/Church Hill). Repairs were carried out 1.10.14. A thank you has been sent to Highways for their speedy response.
b) From EDF – Cannington By-pass drop in at Brymore Academy, 8.10.14, 4pm – 7pm.

c) From SCC – Notification of a website for Community funding which may be useful for match funding applications: www.somerset.gov.uk/get-involved/community/community-funding-sources
d) From SCC Chairman - Confirming the Chairman’s Award for Services to the Community will be made to our nominee, Helen Jowett on 23.10.14 at Taunton Rugby Club.
e) From SCC – Community Health and Wellbeing Budget. No suggestions made.

f) From Somerset Waste Partnership – Monthly newsletter.

g) Transport Forum Minutes – Previously circulated to members via email.

h) From CAB – Thanking us for the £50 donation.

i) Avon & Somerset Police – We sent a letter thanking them for their speedy attention which helped to prevent the planned ‘rave’ at Steart. They have subsequently responded thanking us for the letter.
63/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison:
M.Brown visited Hinkley A to meet the new Site director, Ron Schroder. He wishes to be active in the area and would like to attend a future parish council meeting. Members AGREED to invite him to the January 2015 meeting. Action: Clerk. We can then discuss Waste & Fuel Element Debris matters. Mervyn will attend a three day NDA meeting in Birmingham 28/9 – 30/9 and the SSG on 31.10.14.
2. Hinkley C Development:
Ross Edwards from EDF will present a Hinkley C update to the parish council on 6.11.14, at 7pm. 
3. Village Hall:
L.Sidebotham reported external repair work will start next week with internal works commencing in November. A further survey is to be carried out to look at possible modifications to maximise the Hall’s potential. M.Brown thought it a pity that a new hall could not be built to include adequate car parking, but there would appear to be no land available.
4. Steart Ward:
D.Best advised the network of paths giving access to the Steart Marshes is now fully open and work on the breach in the Parrett bank is complete. The area is being well used and is widely enjoyed.

A potential rave due to have been held on the weekend of 27/28 September was averted due to prompt action of the Police and WWT. A letter of appreciation was sent to the Police. 
5. OPRA
A newsletter has been produced and circulated throughout the parish; the OPRA printer will need to be replaced; the autumn season of talks has begun and will be held on the third Tuesday of each month in the village hall. Future events include Kite making (4.10.14); Fireworks Display (2.11.14); Senior Citizens Christmas Dinner (6.12.14); Christmas Tree lighting (6pm on 7.12.14); village walks normally on the third Sunday morning of the month.  
64/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Thursday 6 November 2014, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 
Ross Edwards from EDF will be giving an update on Hinkley C.
The meeting ended at 9.40pm.
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2 October 2014

Signed:
……....…………………………………………..

Date: …………………………

(Chairman) 
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