OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 3 APRIL 2014, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

CLLR JOHN MARRIOTT:

Prior to the start of the meeting, photographs were taken of councillors with John Marriott, to commemorate his last meeting. The Chairman thanked John for all his hard work and efforts during his period as councillor.

PRESENT:

Mr P Gripton (Chairman), Mr R Best, Mr M Brown, Mr B Leathwood, Mr J Marriott, Mrs E Sidebotham.

IN ATTENDANCE:

Dist Cllr M Caswell, Dist Cllr J Pay, Aly Prowse (Clerk), 4 members of the public. 

PUBLIC FORUM: 

Cycle Ramps on the Common.

The Chairman welcomed 4 members of the public who attended to discuss the use of cycle ramps by children on the Common. The Chairman explained the complex restrictions and legalities in place because the Common is registered as a Village Green and as owner; the Council has an obligation to protect it (e.g. in theory, cyclists should only be allowed on the bridleways). It is also a Site of Specific Scientific Interest. 

A number of ramps are in situ, plus rubble, soil, old carpet and a pallet making the area unsightly. There is also a hole in the flood bank from where the soil was taken. The parish council cannot allow this situation to continue as it is, and the Chairman regrets that the items will probably have to be removed. As a matter of urgency the flood bank must be made good, followed by the removal of the unsightly items. 

Council recognises the lack of facilities for children, which they would like to improve but unfortunately there is no land available. A number of suggestions were made: - portable ramps (possibly stored underneath the pavilion when not in use); remove the unsightly items; make another approach to EDF for land by the laboratories; approach Mr Page for some land. Council were asked whether an area could be made available adjacent to the children’s park. The Chairman explained that requests for permanent structures require the permission of the Secretary of State, a difficult process in itself and highly unlikely given the recent provision of the cycle network via the Steart Marshes Scheme.

The Chairman said we have to be very mindful of setting precedents that future generations might have to deal with. Finally he thanked the members of public for attending and would like the dialogue to continue in the hope that an eventual compromise or solution can be found.

131/13
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Mr T Jones and County Cllr J Edney.

132/13
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6.3.14:

The minutes of the meeting held on 6.3.14 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

133/13
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

All members declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 (l)

R. Best declared a personal interest in agenda item (ll).

134/13
HOUSING SURVEY:

B. Leathwood advised that the promised report from Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) was not forthcoming. A reduction in staffing levels together with available resources being deployed on the flooding problems is thought to be the reason. He suggested a letter is sent to SDC regarding our concern with the lack of progress. M. Brown suggested we advise the respondents of this situation. Cllr Caswell advised he would speak with D.Harvey for an update. It was therefore DECIDED to wait a further month before writing either to SDC and/or our respondents. 

135/13
PLANNING MATTERS:


There were no planning matters.

136/13
MATTERS ARISING:

136/13/1 Hinkley Point C Development:

a) Sandford Corner is progressing well, possibly ahead of schedule.

b) C182 letter. The Chairman suggested and it was AGREED that his draft letter to SCC would be handed over to T. Jones for him to progress in his role as Transport Forum representative.

136/13/2 Steart Peninsular Project: 

a) R.Best reported that the southern part of the scheme is open and is being used regularly. No problems have been reported.  

b) The Chairman’s draft letter regarding the creation of a Steart Forum was APPROVED and will be distributed to all interested parties. Action: Chairman / Clerk
c) It was AGREED to request a  ‘brown sign’ directing traffic to Steart Marshes at the entrance to Combwich, first consulting with T. McGrath for a contact. Action: Clerk 

d) The Chairman will meet with T.McGrath, Alys Lavers and the dog warden in a joint approach to address the dog-fouling problem. Cllr Caswell commented that this problem has increased in Stockland together with more cars parking in the village. 

137/13
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

137/13/1 Current Balances:

1. Current A/C £1276.94; Business Call £6588.49. It was AGREED to ask P.Shaw to transfer £1000 from the Business Call to the Current A/C to meet our current commitments and to tide us over whilst the exchange of Clerk’ authorisation is actioned by Lloyds Bank.

2. Bank Mandate. It was AGREED to add R. Best to the mandate in place of J. Marriott. 

3. It was AGREED to apply for on-line banking access to enable the Clerk to view balances and transfer monies between accounts. Action: Clerk
137/13/2 Invoices for Payment:


The following payments were AGREED:


R.Best

£20.46

(timber for defibrillator)


P.Shaw

£236.12
(salary adjustment and expenses to 31.3.14)


Village Hall 
£10.00

(hall hire for meeting on 6.2.14)


SDC

£278.64
(2 additional grass cuts as agreed 28.3.14)


SDC

£209.99
(supply & fit 56 ltr dog bin on the Common)


Purnells

£142.44
(printing costs to 31.3.14)

137/13/3 Annual Accounts


The account books were available for inspection.

138/13
WARD MEMBERS REPORT:

Much of the normal SDC business was suspended whilst dealing with flooding, but as the recovery phase is now underway the day-to-day business will gradually resume. It is noted that our District Cllrs have volunteered their time during this period by helping to staff the Site portacabin at weekends. 










Cllr Caswell left the meeting at 8.30pm

139/13
MOTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS / ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Children’s Playground:

An inspection rota is required. This will be an agenda item for the next meeting. 

2. Cycle Route:

No further information.

3. Defibrillator:

R. Best advised the defibrillator is in situ and the security number is registered with the Ambulance Service. A rota will be required for people to check it. He is in the process of producing a flyer to publicise both it, and the location. Cllrs AGREED in principle to erect signs advertising the location, possibly in the Village Hall, pub and post office. Progress has been made with the training sessions; the first one is booked for 7 May. He also advised there might be ongoing associated costs such as batteries.     

4. Wharf Rd:
The Combwich Access Rd proposed road refurbishment works are not likely to commence before mid-2015. However, testing works on areas not due to be upgraded are planned for weeks commencing 7 & 14 April and will involve 3 small vehicles and a crew of around 4 people. 

5. Combwich Common Issues (Dog Warden):

See 136/13/2/d above.

6. Internet Usage:

No further information.

7. Nuclear Waste:

No further information.

8. Emergency Plan for Combwich:

T. Jones has been in contact with Cannington PC. This will be an agenda item for next meeting.

9. Notice Board for Steart:

It was AGREED to have a board similar to the Village Halls’, which will cost in the region of £90. Information is to be sent to R. Best/Clerk. Action: J. Marriott
140/13
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Requiring Council Decision:

None.

2. To Be Noted: All other correspondence considered by the Chairman and Clerk

None

3. Received after preparation of Agenda:

a) Zurich Insurance offer to provide a quote – we are currently with AON. 

b) Grant Thornton Annual Audit Return – due by 23.6.14

c) Local Audit & Accountability Act 2014 (Transparency Code). The Clerk will respond to the consultation as per councillor’s comments.

4. Outgoing List. Includes thank you letter to M.Ingram for his help during flood problems and various notifications of change in Clerk.

141/13 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison:

There was nothing to report.

2. Village Hall:

J. Marriott advised Broadband has been installed; the wireless router is to follow. 

3. Steart Ward:

R. Best reported that the request for a line of posts across Wall Common to mark the alignment of the road in case of flooding is being considered by Highways.

4. OPRA:

B. Leathwood advised the new mower is in action; the talks have been successful over the last year including the last one given by Dick Best; the pavilion roof is due to be repaired and that Easter activities will be advertised. The Chairman added that there might be a garage available from SDC to store the sand bags 

142/13
MATTERS OF REPORT:

1. Parish Cluster Group – The next meeting is 24.6.14. It was suggested it could commence with a walk around Steart Marshes, followed by a meeting in Steart Church. The Chairman will speak to T.McGrath and liaise with the secretary. The Church has been provisionally booked. 

2. SALC Meeting – Waiting date of the next meeting.

3. Misuse of Wharf Road – See 139/13/4.

4. New Clerk’s Contract – This has been signed.

5. Repair to Village Welcome Feature – P.Shaw has offered to see this through to its completion.  

6. Grass Cutting Contract – Two additional cuts have been approved with SDC.

7. Bus Shelter – This is being monitored. Its structure does not appear to have deteriorated. 

143/13 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

1. Emergency Plan for Combwich.

2. Playground Inspection Schedule.

3. Location for Combwich Buoy.

4. Newsletter (suggest user group be set up to consider incorporating all parish activities; links with existing web site; and servicing those sectors of the community without computer access).
144/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be the Annual Assembly at 7pm and the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm on 1 May 2014.

The meeting ended at 9.35pm.

Signed:
……....…………………………………………..

Date: …………………………………………………


(Chairman) 
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