OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

DRAFT  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON 
THURSDAY 3 DECEMBER 2015
 AT 
OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL
To be signed and approved at the following meeting
OPERATION HAROLD (Hinkley Alternative Routes Operating Local Diversions) PRESENTATION:

PC David Masters, PCSOs Esther Lawson and Sue Marks outlined the reason for this Operation and how it will work. Maps were used to illustrate the one inbound route and the three outbound routes to follow in the event of an incident on the C182 causing it to close. Each route will have designated signage signposting the route(s) to follow. A limited amount of small booklets will to available to explain the procedure. The booklet will also be available on line to download via the Combwich website or the Clerk. Action: PCSO Lawson / Clerk.
PUBLIC SESSION:

No items were raised.

PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), Heath Bennett, John Berry, Bob Birkenhead, Julie Evans, County Cllr John Edney, 

Dist Cllr Julie Pay, Aly Prowse (Clerk) and 10 members of the public.

94/15
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Dick Best and Dist Cllr Mike Caswell.
95/15
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5.11.15:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

96/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
97/15
WARD REPORTS:

1. Cllr Edney

a) Although the three-way traffic lights at Rodway Hill have caused many delays and frustration, due to issues with a safety audit on the lights, the bypass should be finished early and opened within the next three weeks. Cllr Edney will be interested to know if our parishioners will use the bypass or continue to travel through Cannington. 
b) The County Council is in the process of setting the budget for next year, due February 2016. There will be further cuts and County is doing its best to absorb them. The debate is ongoing whether to raise the council tax by 2%, which will be ring-fenced to care for the elderly. 

c) There has been a spate of crime in Cannington including 8 burglaries; 2 arrests have been made.

2. Cllr Pay

a) Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) is also in the process of setting its budget. 

b) Two local people have been prosecuted over dog fouling








Cllr Edney & Cllr Pay left the meeting at 7.40pm 
98/15
PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY:

One application has been submitted and one person has expressed an interest. The closing date is 11.12.15. Members advised the Clerk of their availability on either the 15/16 December for informal interviews. The date will be confirmed after the closing date. Formal co-option will be at the 7.1.16 meeting.
99/15
PLANNING MATTERS: 
39/15/00012 – Retention of trellis, Moorcroft House, Church Hill – No observations. Subsequently WITHDRAWN
39/15/00013 – Single storey extension, 21 Riverside – No observations

100/15
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1728.71; Deposit A/C £14400.16; Reserve A/C £7000.18.
2. Bank Mandate – The mandate has been authorised. Therefore cheque signatories will be H.Bennett, J,Berry, D.Best, B.Birkenhead and B.Leathwood.
3. The following payments were AGREED:

A.Prowse

£274.65

(Clerk’s salary for November including £12.51 other expenses)
SDC

£835.92

(Annual Grounds Maintenance Contract Apr-Oct 2015)
SDC

£167.23

(Empty bin in play area twice per week Apr-Sep 2015)
Income 

£616.00

(Ch. for fireworks from OPRA)

4. The Precept meeting is on 9.12.15 at 7pm.

101/15
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):
a) No 5 – Include new local loan scheme for first time house buyers in Otter Tales. COMPLETE.

b) No 8 – Discuss Local Development Plan at Precept meeting. Hard Copy on circulation.

c) No 9 – Highways Issues 

i) Safety signage at Dame Withycombe Hill - This work is planned in this financial year.

ii) Flood markers at Steart - R.Newby will again chase up this work.

iii) Voluntary 20mph speed limit. 2 letters in support of this suggestion have been received. No response has been received from Highways. This will be pursued. Action: Clerk 

iv) Discuss parents driving to and from School with Head. COMPLETE.

v) Suggested change of priority at Church Hill/junction Brookside Rd. R.Newby said he had visited the site and did not think the proposal would be of any benefit. We don’t believe he fully understood the proposal. This will be taken up with his successor. Action: Clerk 

vi) Article re 20 mph speed limit in Otter Tales. COMPLETE.  
2. Home Start Donation.
This will be discussed at the Precept Meeting 9.12.15. Action: All
3. Grant Application to SCC Health and Wellbeing Budget.
The Clerk submitted the application to Cllr Edney requesting £250 for the Community Car Scheme and £150 for a bicycle rack at the proposed Play Area. Cllr Edney said he was “quite optimistic” we may be successful.

102/15
CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA:
1. Ongoing and future safety inspections.

B.Birkenhead volunteered to inspect the play area for December. He will be sent the inspection sheets. Action: Clerk
Regular and consistent inspections will be essential if/when the new play area is installed. Suggestions included talking to the village gardener to see if he would be prepared to carry out inspections as additional to the work he does now and he would need to undergo training. Alternatively we could carry on as we do now (i.e. councillors) but this would involve a great deal more time and effort or we could employ a specialist company. Action continues
2. Proposed Enhanced Children’s Play and Recreation Area

We have secured £51.2k in funding thus far. An application for £8.8k to SDC has been submitted together with £150 to the SCC Health and Wellbeing Budget. The final application for £39k to the Hinkley CIM fund will be submitted by 10.12.15. We will not know until March if we have been successful.

103/15
COMBWICH TRACK – PARKING AND MAINTENANCE:
1. Sedgemoor Rambler’s 40th Anniversary Bench.
As part of its 40th anniversary, the Rambler’s Association wrote to WWT to enquire if they could site a bench within the Reserve. WWT has declined as it is not part of its policy but asked if we might be interested. Members AGREED a bench could be erected along the track on the bank on the first bend just past the entrance gate to WWT. Action: Clerk
2. Parking:

No further criteria was added to that which was agreed at the last meeting i.e. available only to our parishioners; can only be used in conjunction with “blue badge” holders (both permits to be displayed); applications must be made in writing to the Clerk; non-transferable; the scheme will go ahead on a twelve month trial basis although we retain the right to withdraw the scheme at any time. J.Evans requested that we draft a letter / terms of issue and circulate to members for approval. Action: Clerk 

The Clerk had spoken to Jane Williams for her views. She has no objection to this proposal.

3. Maintenance

The Clerk had approached M.Ingram to provide a quotation to repair the track (fill in the potholes) and to propose a longer term solution. He advised this is not the correct time to carry out repairs. With regard to a longer term solution, there is a procedure where the track could be ‘rotavated’ and then built back up on a slight slant so water runs off rather than settle on the track forming potholes. This will be quite expensive. He will try and find out the name of the company who undertake this work. J.Evans thought we should still pursue a quote so that we know what to precept for. Action: Clerk
.
104/15
PARISH ENHANCEMENT:
The suggestion of an enhancement group will continue. 

1. Trees

A priority is a tree maintenance schedule which should be produced for insurance / risk purposes. B.Birkenhead has taken pictures of three trees in the village that require attention. The photographs will be forwarded to Highways to request they are trimmed or pollarded where necessary. Action: Clerk.

2. Grass Cutting Maintenance

SDC has the existing contract to cut the areas of grass we are responsible for. The cost is £116 per cut (usually 7-10 cuts during April to September).  For the last couple of years, SDC has held its prices from the original competitive tender process in 2012. It may be appropriate to produce a new contract and seek alternative tenders, although if prices can be held again this year, it may be value for money to simply re-new the contract for another year. Enquiries will be made with SDC. Action: Clerk.
3. Wharf Road Maintenance

The vegetation along the wharf road is in need of attention. This could be included within the Grass Cutting contract; SDC has indicated it would be willing to carry out this work. We first need to identify what work we will wish to carry out. Agenda item for next meeting. Action: Clerk
4. Identification of Highways and Parish Council responsibilities
A map of the Village indicating responsibilities for both Highways and us will be available at the next meeting. Action: Clerk.
5. Combwich Ponds

Information was submitted to appeal against the closure of the footpath in 2008. We are aware the appeal process takes a long time, but we will write to ask when our appeal is likely to be heard. 

Action: B.Leathwood/Clerk.  

105/15
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:
9.12.15 – Precept 

10.12.15 – Transport Forum

The cycle route between Cannington-Combwich will be discussed at this meeting. B.Leathwood will email J.Evans of the stated position and views held by the parish council. Action: B.Leathwood. It was acknowledged that these views may not be those of the new Council, albeit the current position does incorporate the needs and concerns of parishioners. This will be an agenda item for the next meeting. Action: Clerk
14.1.16 – Community Forum
106/15
MEETING REPORTS:
17.11.15 - WebberBus, SCC and Highways.

B.Leathwood, J.Berry and the Clerk met with M.Pedlar (WebberBus), T.Main (SCC) and L.Hackling (Highways) at the bus shelter. Two bus users (J.Young and J.Selmay) also attended. Various options were explored to enable the buses to officially drop passengers at the bus stop rather than the lay-by on the C182. Subsequently we have received a suggestion from T.Main to close off access to the lane nearest Brookside Rd, by erecting bollards at the entrance. This will also be the less expensive option and quickest to implement. A trial period could be held. B.Leathwood has spoken to a directly affected resident who has concerns that when the School buses pick up at the bus stop, they block his access to the junction of Combwich/C182. We will pursue the possibility of a marked bay for buses so this does not happen and respond that we are in favour of the proposal. Action: Clerk. We may also need to carry out further consultation with residents. 

107/15
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent (excluding items covered by agenda or action list):

a) Shipping Container - B.Leathwood and the Clerk received phone calls from residents complaining about the shipping container that appeared on the Common by the Pyll on 2.12.15. The wooden shed was knocked down the previous day. No consultation or permission had been sought from the parish council. The container is quite rusty and has been described as an “eyesore”. It was suggested that planning permission would be required. It may also contravene SSSI status and Village Green considerations. This will be checked. Action: Clerk. We will also seek a meeting with the boat club as soon as it can be arranged. Action: Clerk.
b) Various correspondence re complaints at delays caused by the 3 way traffic lights at Rodway Hill roundabout. The Clerk wrote to Alyn Jones (SCC) complaining at the length of time the work is taking.

c) Bus and Concessionary Fares reduction consultation – The Clerk sent a letter to Doug Wright (SCC) requesting SCC reconsider this proposal as it would cause hardship to the more vulnerable members of our parish.

d) Open Spaces Society – requesting a donation. As we are already members and renew our subscription annually, members DECLINED this request.

e) SCC “Listening, Learning, Changing” consultation. The Clerk responded to this consultation.

f) R.Prowse collected 10 x 20kg bags of de-icing material from the Highways Depot on 21.11.15. Robin was thanked by members. The grit has been deposited in the parish council garage (no 2) at Brookside Rd. We acquired this garage to specifically store grit and sand in case of emergency. Members were asked to hold keys to the garage so the materials will be accessible when needed. The keys will be issued at the next meeting. Action: Clerk
g) Yvonne Bulman – Retiring as Village Agent at 31.12.15. We will write a letter thanking her for help and support in this role. Action: Clerk 

h) Information regarding Rural Broadband and poor mobile phone coverage. Agenda item for next meeting. Action: Clerk
i) SALC Good Councillor Course. The next date is 18.2.16, venue and time to be confirmed. This may be appropriate for our new councillor.

j) Avon and Somerset Police – advising us of the new policy arrangements, police team and contact email address.

k) Thank you letter from Graeme and Joe Wigley re the parish council donation towards computer equipment.

108/15
REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison (including SSG):

Nothing to report. 
2. Steart Ward:
Nothing to report. 

3. OPRA (B.Leathwood):

Senior’s Christmas dinner on 5.12.15. This will be attended by 65 people; OPRA has donated £1000 

towards the proposed enhanced children’s play area; bi-annual fete will be next summer subject to sufficient helpers to stage it. 
4. Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT) :

See minute 102/15/2.
5. Village Hall (H.Bennett) :

Nothing to report.  

6. School Liaison (J.Evans):

Nothing to report.

109/15
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
1. Wharf Rd maintenance

2. Mobile phone masts

3. Cannington – Combwich – Hinkley Point cycle route
110/15
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on 7 January 2016, 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall.

The meeting ended at 8.40pm.

Signed
………………………………………………..

Date: 
(Chairman) 
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