OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 3 JULY 2014, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT:

B.Leathwood (Chairman), T.Jones (Vice-Chairman), R. Best, P. Gripton, L.Sidebotham, R.Wilkes and A.Prowse (Clerk).
IN ATTENDANCE:

Dist Cllr M.Caswell and 3 members of the public. 

PUBLIC FORUM: 
Members of the Village Hall (VH) Committee attended in support of a grant application for repairs to the external wall of the VH. The Committee wanted the repair carried out now (rather than wait for potential EDC monies) to ensure no further deterioration to the wall. A decision was required at this meeting as a grant application was also being made to Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) on 4.7.14. The Chairman explained that a significant amount of our contingency is set aside for the Buoy repair (circa £4000) anticipated to be complete in this financial year, therefore it was unlikely that we could grant the requested, and unbudgeted sum of £2000. The financial position was being discussed later. A decision will be relayed to the VH Committee tomorrow.

30/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from M.Brown, County Cllr J.Edney and Dist Cllr J.Pay.
31/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4.6.14:

The minutes of the meeting held on 4.6.14 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

32/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

All members declared a personal interest in agenda item 9 (b). The potential interest of planning application 39/14/00007/SH, 2 The Tower, Riverside, Combwich submitted by M Brown, was referenced. 
33/14
WARD REPORTS:

Cllr Caswell advised that two policy items will hopefully gain approval shortly. 1) The policy on barn conversions was being completely reformed and improved. 2) It is proposed that the location of affordable housing developments will be subject to the agreement of parish councils. 

34/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. 39/14/00006/LE Erection of timber garden shed, Mill House, Church Hill, Combwich. No Objection.

2. 39/14/00007/SH Erection of dwelling, 2 The Tower, Riverside, Combwich.  
Members departed the meeting to visit the site. Member’s observations included the potential parking and access implications off Riverside as problems exist there already, and the impact of using the garden of No. 2 for the surface water drainage. The short notice of this application (three weeks, and hence after the publication of the agenda) with a return date of 21.7.14 was noted. Planning notices are not in evidence so members were concerned that neighbours may not be aware of the application. It was therefore AGREED that B.Leathwood, R.Wilkes, T.Jones and the Clerk would visit the neighbours on 7.7.14 to make them aware of the application (to ensure no impropriety could be levied at the parish council). Our response would then be confirmed after speaking to residents.    
35/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1.   Current Balances - Current A/C £2950.08; Business A/C £12087.61; Pension Fund £3.22. 

2.   The following payments were AGREED:

D.Best 

£32.45

(Severn Estuary Forum fee, September 2015).
Bridgwater Mowers
£500.00

(Strimmer & hedge trimmer attachment).
K.Preston 

£255.08

(Gardening services for May & June 2014)
Clerk’s Salary
£264.83

(Includes £13.10 expenses, £10.00 Internal Auditor gift)

3. Budget Monitoring Statement to 30.6.14 - The forecast expenditure was reviewed, principally to determine the amount of grant we could allocate to the VH Committee. A contingency of circa £6k is forecast, which includes the £4k set aside for the Buoy. As we are only three months into the financial year, we clearly could not grant the £2k requested. P.Gripton proposed a grant of £1k. This was seconded by T.Jones. All members AGREED. J.Marriott will be advised of this decision. Action: Clerk.
4. The on-line banking /access request has been received at Lloyds Bank.

5. The VAT claim for last year has been submitted, totalling £1359.40.

L.Sidebotham left the meeting at 8.45pm
36/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1 Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) Fund

Following the release of £3.5m to West Somerset Council and SDC it was felt that we should gain a better understanding of the process so that we are in a better position to guide / involve the Parish Steering Group. A meeting will be arranged with Julie Cooper (SDC). P.Gripton, B.Leathwood and the Clerk will attend.  Action: Clerk



Cllr Caswell left the meeting at 8.55pm

2     Emergency Plan

T.Jones aims to finalise the Emergency Plan by December 2104. Action T.Jones & B.Leathwood
3    Parish Newsletter
Other than the ten initial volunteers, B.Leathwood advised no further progress had been made.
4    Combwich Buoy
Following the last visit to the yard, it would appear the wood-work is complete, with only painting work outstanding. It might be worth making a further visit to try and hasten its completion. We require a base. R.Wilkes thought that if the parish council paid for the materials, the boat club would build the base, but he would need to confirm this. Members AGREED we would pay for the materials. Action: R.Wilkes 
5.   Advertisement Signs
B.Leathwood has met with one of the businesses and will arrange to see the others. Ongoing Action.
6.   Youth Shelter
This action continues.

7.   Parking along Riverview
B.Leathwood and R.Wilkes met with R.Newby (Highways). In principle, Mr Newby thought diagonal parking could be an option. He sent a plan showing the extent of the public highway, but said he would need to confirm the boundaries by consulting Highway records and the definitive map. P.Gripton said he has the village green boundary information and will circulate it to members. Action: P.Gripton 

8.   Review of Remaining Actions from Village Walk
a)
Basketball net – The clerk obtained two quotations, one for £199 (including delivery) from Fitness 
Sports Equipment UK, and another for £585 - £800 (plus delivery at £150) from PPL. The Fitness Sports equipment appears robust, it is anti-vandal proof and considerably cheaper, so it was AGREED to go ahead and order from this company. Action: Clerk.

b)
Football nets – B.Leathwood and P.Gripton to locate the nets and get them erected. P.Gripton has 
purchased the paint for the goal posts.  
c)
Wharf Rd - T.Jones, R.Wilkes & B.Leathwood volunteered to remove the broken fence; the boulders 
have been removed so there is no need to hold a meeting with the farmer/EDF; EDF’s proposed dates of 16 and 17 July to carry out repairs to the road was AGREED. The relevant stakeholders will be advised. Action: R.Wilkes and D.Stokes (EDF).
d)
Church Hill Gullies – P.Gripton took a photograph of the gullies which had flooded after the recent 
heavy rain. He will send this to the Clerk, to forward to Highways as evidence. Action: P.Gripton   
9.    Anti-Social Behaviour
The problems appear to have subsided considerably, although R.Wilkes did report that someone had pitched a tent on the common and ‘legal highs’ empty packets had been left lying around. It was AGREED to make PCSO G.Long aware. Action: R.Wilkes.     
10.  Housing Survey (including the Rural Housing Policy questionnaire)
       The questionnaire is to be completed. Action: B.Leathwood. 
11.  Community Car Scheme

       No further information or requests have been identified to the parish council. 

12.  Parish Cluster Meeting at Steart 24.6.14 
P. Gripton raised the recent anti-social behaviour problems, and in particular, the need for agencies to     work together in relation to the placement of children. Paul suggested that if in the future we offer Steart Church as a venue, that to save administration difficulties, the parish council makes a donation of £20 to the Church. This was AGREED. The next meeting will be on 16.9.14 at Over Stowey Village Hall. 

13.  Steart Forum (Process to take this forward)
D.Best suggested that the first meeting should be held after the breach has taken place, planned for September. He will speak to the Environment Agency (EA), Natural England and WWT to check if they agree. Once confirmed, a date will be set for the inaugural meeting. We will Chair the first meeting and then it will be up to the forum members to elect a Chairman from the group and to set the guidelines. D.Best and the Clerk will draft a letter to this effect and send out to stakeholders. Action: D.Best/Clerk
14.  Steart Marshes (Access for the elderly / people with mobility problems)
It was agreed that there is not much we can do with regards to the track in Combwich. Of course, access, the provision of toilets and parking were able to be considered, and are accommodated at the Steart end of the scheme. We will have a word with Van Ord to see if they could fill in the pot holes on the track before they finish. Action: D.Best  
15.  Steart Marshes (Meeting with T.McGrath & Dog Warden re Dog Fouling)
P.Gripton said this problem has lessened somewhat at the Combwich end, but he will have a word with T.McGrath to consider if this is worth pursuing. Action: P.Gripton 

16.  Consider Change to Meeting Start Time

The Chairman suggested an earlier start time to accommodate the public session and other presentations so that meetings might finish earlier. T.Jones proposed a start time of 7pm. Members AGREED. In addition, the Clerk suggested we introduce an ‘action list’, which should shorten the agenda and make actions easier to manage. Both these items will take effect from the next meeting. Action: Clerk 

17.   Parrett Way from Wharf towards Bridgwater
T.Jones identified damage to the bank beyond Tuckett’s Clyce, which now that the grass has grown up, is potentially dangerous for walkers. The Drainage Board is responsible for the damage. Tim will contact Phil Ham in the first instance. Action: T.Jones
37/14
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Requiring Council Decision
a) OVH Committee grant application

See 35/14/3 above. 

b) Wildlife Trust Donations – Members declined to make a donation.

2. Received after Preparation of Agenda

a) Planning application 39/14/00007/SH

See 34/14/2 above.

3. Received:  

a) Grant Thornton - Acknowledgement of audit return.

b) R.Cox (EA) – SCC has approved a Brown Sign prior to the Combwich turn re Steart Marshes. 

c) Zurich – Insurance Policy.

d) Somerset Waste Partnership – New policy to deal with fly-tipping offenders.
e) Rachel Lister – Update on Cannington to Hinkley cycle route.

f) SCC – Speed Indication Device. We do not meet the criteria required for readings to continue.

g) SDC – Hinkley C Order 2013 – HGV traffic, must display identification signs in vehicles. 

h) NatGrid – Notification of acceptance by the Planning Inspectorate for the Development Consent Order re proposed Hinkley C Connection Project. Representations required by 26.8.14. Members AGREED we have no comments to make.

38/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison – None.

2. Hinkley C Development – None.

3. Village Hall – Nothing to report.

4. Steart Ward – At Steart Marshes, earthworks to create mounds and scrapes within the inter-tidal zone have been in progress since June. The breach in the Parrett bank is scheduled for September 2014. The EA is keen to keep local communities informed. They intend to circulate briefing notes for local residents and have offered to hold “drop-in” meetings to give people a chance to discuss matters with staff from the scheme.   
5. OPRA – A reminder of the biennial fete, followed by a pig roast in the evening, on 5 July 2014.

39/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Thursday 4 September 2014, at the new time of 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall.

The meeting ended at 9.50pm.
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3 July 2014
Signed:
……....…………………………………………..

Date: …………………………
(Chairman) 
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