OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 4 DECEMBER 2014, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

PUBLIC SESSION:

Reference Minute 87/14. A member of the public explained the procedure for the placement of children in care and the often lack of background information provided to the carers by the various authorities. Members appreciate the valuable and difficult job foster parents have with children who have behavioural difficulties. However, as a parish council we reserve the right to challenge the authorities on the apparent lack of coordination for placing together children with behavioural problems in a small community such as ours, and to also involve the Police to try and stamp out the problems the community has been experiencing since the Easter period. 

PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), Paul Gripton, Liz Sidebotham, Reg Wilkes, Aly Prowse (Clerk), PCSO Georgina Long, 1 member of the public. 

78/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr John Edney, Dist Cllr Julie Pay, D.Best, M.Brown, and T.Jones.
79/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6.11.14:

The minutes of the meeting held on 6.11.14 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

80/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

B. Leathwood - agenda item 11 b) iii Bridgwater and District Civic Society Membership (minute 89/14/2/c). 

81/14
WARD REPORTS:

In the absence of the ward councillors there were no reports, although Cllr Edney did advise the Clerk that

his action regarding Anti-Social Behaviour (minute 84/14/1/h) is being pursued through F.Nicholson (SCC).
82/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
39/14/00012 – Barns into 2 dwellings at Bolham House, Combwich – APPROVED
39/14/00013 – Agricultural development, Manor Farm, Otterhampton – DELEGATED
A.Turnball on behalf of the Harbour View Committee contacted B.Leathwood asking whether planning permission would be required for retractable awnings over the windows at the Village Hall. He was advised to contact SDC Planning Department direct.  

83/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1010; Business A/C £10647; Reserve A/C £6000. 

2. The following payments were AGREED:

Clerk’s Salary

£275.50

(November, including £33.77 office expenses)
SDC


£835.92

(Grass Cutting April – September)

RT Signs 


£218.40

(Signs for Wharf Rd & Combwich Common)
Pains Fireworks

£726.00

(For OPRA)

P.Gripton (Maplin receipt)
£19.99

(Solar light for bus shelter)

3. A cheque was received from OPRA for £605.00 in lieu of the payment to Pains Fireworks.

4. The Clerk advised of the nationally agreed 2% pay award for Clerks with effect from 1.1.15. This represents an additional £5.05 per month paid to the Clerk. 

5. Precept
The draft precept papers were issued to members at the November parish council meeting. Members in principle said they would not like the precept to be increased. T.Jones advised the Clerk by email that he would be happy to retain the precept at £17500. It was however, recognised that we are carrying quite a large surplus. It was agreed that in addition to the buoy repairs, this could be justified by the following items:
· Project management and match funding grant applications for CIM projects £5k - £10k

· Replacement bus shelter (if not from CIM funds) £8k
· Election costs, retain £1k
· Community newsletter (if sponsorship for printing costs not forthcoming) £1k
· Replacement laptop/printer 2015/16 (particularly if we have to produce the community newsletter) £500 
· Replacement notice board (opposite the Anchor Inn) £500; 
· Street lighting at the Combwich junction a) if agreed b) if not funded by other means £10k.
Therefore, it was AGREED to retain the precept at £17500. SDC have requested the precept application is submitted by 9.1.15. Action: Clerk 
84/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):
a) No 1 - Housing Survey. Letters sent to both landowners. Action complete
b) No 3 – Emergency Plan. Action deferred until March 2015. Action ongoing
c) No 5 a) Lights at the bus shelter. 
P.Gripton believes we will need planning regulations to install lighting in the roof, which given the structural state of the bus shelter, would be unlikely to be approved. The opportunity for vandalism also needs to be considered. As a compromise, Paul proposed we install a less expensive but adequate solar light to tide us over the winter months and to save our more expensive lighting for when we either have a new bus shelter, or when the existing one is refurbished. He has purchased a unit for £19.99. The proposal was AGREED. Action: P.Gripton
No 5 b) Street Lighting at the Combwich Junction

SCC advised that we could authorise the street lighting. SCC would produce a specification and seek prices, and we would have to meet all the costs. Once adopted, SCC would take over the maintenance/costs. The lighting columns will need to be prior to, through and after the junction. A ball park figure of £2k per column was given. We will ask T.Jones to bring this up at the next Transport Forum as P.Gripton suggested that if the cycle path is routed along the C182, lighting works at the junction might be compulsory and therefore paid for by Highways/EDF.   

d) No 7 – Community newsletter. The Clerk to speak to Haf Morris, Magnox. Action ongoing
e) No 8 – Combwich buoy. Arrange a site progress visit for the first week in January. Action: Clerk 
f) No 9 – Disabled car parking spaces. Request progress update from Highways. Action: Clerk
g) No 10 – Remove sand from P.Shaw’s drive. Action complete
h) No 14 – The Clerk has written to Insp. Pritchard, copied to Cllr Edney & G.Long. Action complete
i) No 16 – Enquiries with Cannington Playing Fields. Action ongoing
j) No 17 – Repond to Somerset Mobile Library Consultation. Action complete
k) No 18 – Somerset Minerals Plan Consultation. Check progress with M.Brown. Action: Clerk
l) No 19 – Respond to Community & Cultural Facilities Survey. Action complete
m) No 20 – “Slow Down” signage on OPRA barn. Some members are not in favour, as it could prove to be a distraction to drivers. Action continues. 

85/14
MEETING REPORTS:

1. Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) Meetings. (B.Leathwood):
A successful informal meeting was held on 13.11.14, which has led to the forming on a new group to steer the CIM process. Projects eligible for CIM funding will be separated from the Community Plan. The new group, the Otterhampton Parish Projects Team (OPPT) will liaise closely with both the existing Otterhampton Parish Plan Steering Group and the Parish Council. B.Leathwood has produced a flyer for each household calling for OPPT volunteers. It is hoped a wide representation of parishioners will come forward by the closing date of 22.12.14. Members volunteered to distribute the flyers this weekend. 
2. Wharf Access Rd 28.11.14 (B.Leathwood):
a) B. Leathwood and the Clerk met D.Stokes, D.Hill (EDF) and the farmer Gerald Baker to discuss the recent access problems. EDF agreed to consider replacing the gates for something stronger and higher; new signage; locks for the gates at the C182 end and possibly replace the lock and suite of keys as EDF do not have a complete list of current keyholders. G.Long asked whether she could have a key for the times she has to chase after youths who jump over the gates. The Clerk will follow this up. Action: Clerk
b) Whilst on site we also walked the footpath with Mr Baker following a complaint that the footpath was difficult to negotiate because of brambles left by recent hedge trimming. Although there were some residue thorns on the footpath, the route to the river bank was clear. Mr Baker said he would return just to tidy up and take away a few stray brambles.
86/14
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATIONS:


11.12.14 – Transport Forum.

87/14
VILLAGE ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR (ASB) PROBLEMS:

P.Gripton reported on a fire in the bus shelter overnight on 1st / 2nd December. Some minor damage was caused to the seat and the wall, and residual burnt material was left on the floor which Paul cleared up. The Clerk reported the incident to the Police on 101 and also made reference to it in the letter to Inspector Pritchard. PCSO G.Long will follow up with house to house enquiries. 
88/14
PARISH ENHANCEMENTS:
1. Litter Bin for Children’s Play Area

It was AGREED to purchase a 50 ltr bin from SDC. The cost to supply and fit will be £179.49. The cost to empty the bin will be £140 per annum. Action: Clerk
2. Bench / Seat for the Children’s Area

It was AGREED to purchase a bench for the play area. This will need to include ‘earth anchors’ and fittings. The price will be in the region of £280 - £300. Action: Clerk. This will be offset by the RLT2 Grant funding of £99 which will need to be applied for from SDC. Action: Clerk 
3. Wildflower Meadow Bench / Seat

The project team have submitted a diagram of where the seat will be sited. It was AGREED to offer a grant of up to £200, subject to confirmation from Highways whether a licence is required. Action: Clerk 
4. Grit Bins

It was AGREED to purchase a small grit bin for the top of Ship Lane at a cost of £99 subject to sufficient space on the resident’s drive (and if not he will store two bags of grit) and also a large bin for Otterhampton Hill at a cost of £150, subject to agreement from Highways. The company who supply the bins will fill and deliver them to the sites. Action: Clerk 
89/14
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent:

a) From the Environment Agency – new Floodline telephone number 0345 988 1188.

b) From an Otterhampton resident requesting the rhyne opposite Parsonage Side is cleared of debris in case of flooding. The Clerk contacted the Internal Drainage Board who will inspect it shortly.

c) From Magnox – R.Schroder (Hinkley A Director) will attend our February parish council meeting.

d) SDC Affordable Housing email forwarded with a letter from us to Mrs Small and Mr Page.

e) SCC Information bulletin – ASB Community Trigger Scheme information (emailed to members).

f) To Lloyds Bank – requesting T.Jones is added as a signatory to the Bank Mandate.

g) From Highways – list of winter services for 2014/15.

h) From J.Evans (parishioner) re CIM funding (email circulated to members).
i) R.Wilkes handed in a cheque for £307.47, which represents the balance in the Chat and Chill account following its disbandment. The youngsters requested the funds are put towards a youth shelter. This was AGREED and the amount will be set aside in our bank account. A letter of thanks will be sent to Reg & Sandie Wilkes for all their hard work over the last 5 or 6 years. Action: Clerk. 

2. For Discussion:
a) Twenty Year Vision for Sedgemoor’s Economy

The consultation will end on 31.1.15. The document will be reviewed to determine if there is anything relating to our parish that may need commenting on. Action: Clerk
b) Rural Street Based Youth Support Questionnaire

This will be reviewed and completed. Action: R.Wilkes 
c) Bridgwater and District Civic Society 
A letter was received asking if we wished to apply for membership at a cost of £25 per year. This will be held over until the next meeting. Action: Clerk 

90/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison:
There was nothing to report. 
2. Hinkley C Development:
There was nothing to report. 
3. Village Hall:
L.Sidebotham reported that the refurbishment work is ongoing and fund raising activities will take place in the New Year. 
4. Steart Ward:
The Clerk mentioned that as a resident, she has spoken to T.McGrath about the ‘screening’ that has been erected opposite the village on the skyline. He will talk to Richard Cox about the possibility of dismantling it and placing it elsewhere on the reserve.

5. OPRA
B.Leathwood advised members of the Christmas Dinner on 6.12.14 and the Christmas tree lighting on 7.12.14. 
91/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Thursday 8 January 2015, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 
The meeting ended at 9.15pm.
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8 January 2015
Signed:……………………………………………………..

Date:………………………………. 

(Chairman) 
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