OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 4 JUNE 2014, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

COMMUNITY CAR SCHEME -  Yvonne Bulman (Village Agent):

Y.Bulman outlined the community car scheme where volunteer drivers provide car services to members of the community (at a set mileage rate) who have difficulty accessing or using either their own vehicle or public transport to travel to essential services such as health appointments. Essentially, three things are required;  a demonstrable need for the scheme; volunteer(s) to run it and volunteer drivers. It would cost approximately £250 to set up. Schemes are in operation in nearby parishes. Yvonne has not heard of any conflict between bus services and taxis and rules of eligibility are up to the organisers. Members thought it a very worthwhile scheme.

PRESENT:

B Leathwood (Chairman), T Jones (Vice-Chairman), R Best, M Brown, P Gripton and R Wilkes.

IN ATTENDANCE:

County Cllr J Edney, Dist Cllr M Caswell, Dist Cllr J Pay and Aly Prowse (Clerk). 

16/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from L.Sidebotham.

17/14
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 1.5.14:

The minutes of the annual meeting held on 1.5.14 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

18/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

All members declared a personal interest in agenda item 13 (b)

19/14
CO-OPT NEW COUNCILLOR:

Following an interview on 23.5.14, M.Brown proposed the co-option of Mr Reg Wilkes, seconded by T. Jones, all in favour. The Chairman warmly welcomed Reg as a member of the parish council. The necessary acceptance forms will be sent to Sedgemoor District Council (SDC). Action: Clerk 

20/14
WARD REPORTS:

1. Cllr Edney said that whilst the roundabout at Sandford corner has caused much frustration, it is ahead of schedule and should be completed soon. He advised the Community Car Scheme would fit the criteria of the Health and Wellbeing budget if we decided to proceed with it. He also agreed to chase a response from St John Ambulance in relation to the age of the Combwich defibrillator. 

2. Cllr Caswell said there is to be a review of the Core Strategy, which will include a consultation period.    

21/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
Cllr Caswell advised the retention of signs to the entrance at ACB Automotive is recommended for refusal.

22/14
RENEWAL OF ANNUAL INSURANCE POLICY:
Our existing insurers, AON, quoted £748.67. Zurich quoted £437.88 for a three-year agreement (or for one year, £437.88 + 10%) realising a saving of £311. Comparisons were made between both company’s cover. They offered the same cover although Zurich’s public liability cover at £12m is £2m greater than AONs. All members AGREED we should opt for Zurich. Action: Clerk

23/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1.   Current Balances - Current A/C £2713.08; Business A/C £12087.61; Pension Fund £3.22. 

2.   The following payments were AGREED:


D.Best  


£52.60

(Pads for defibrillator)


Purnells


£68.00

(Printing for defibrillator leaflets)


SALC
 

£202.97
(2014/15 Annual membership fee)


Clerk’s Salary

£278.77
(Includes £37.04 print cartridges, postage & paper)


Zurich


£437.88
(Annual Insurance policy)


Nether Stowey PC
£30.00

(Quantock Cluster admin fee)

3. Income – The first half of the Precept (£10000) including the Council Tax Grant of £560, less £501.70 for dog bin charges. A cheque for £335 was also received in respect of the insurance claim for storm damage to the Welcome Sign. 

4.    The 2013/14 Annual Accounts were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

5.    The Annual Audit was APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. It was noted that Rod Williams 

        completed the Internal Audit for us. A ‘bottle’ will be bought for him as a thank you. Action: Clerk
6.    The Annual Governance Statement was APPROVED and signed by the Chairman.

24/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Emergency Plan

T.Jones AGREED to draw up the plan. B.Leathwood offered to help. The Western Power Distribution leaflet “Preparing for a power cut or emergency” will be placed on the Combwich website as it is unlikely we will be able to obtain one for every household.  

2. Severn Estuary Forum 2014
It was AGREED to fund D.Best and M.Brown’s attendance at the forum in September at a cost of £70.

3. Parish Newsletter

B.Leathwood said that eight people have volunteered to help with the newsletter, with possibly more help available from Village Hall members. 
4. Anti-Social Behaviour Problems

R. Wilkes advised that two of the troublemakers have been removed from the Village and things have settled down. Three youths have been formally charged and are on bail. The paperwork has been passed to the Crown Prosecution Service. T.Jones said the police had dealt with the matter very well. P.Gripton apprised Cllr Edney of the problems caused by the lack of communication between the different local authorities that led to these children being located in one place. This was noted by Cllr Edney, who made us aware of the Community Police Inspector Andrew Pritchard, who has been very helpful in dealing with similar problems elsewhere.   This item will be retained on the agenda. 

5. Housing Survey

No further progress. This item will be retained on the agenda.

6. Parish Cluster meeting at Steart 24.6.14

The tour of the Steart Marshes will commence at 6pm, followed by a meeting in Steart Church at 7.15pm. Arrangements have been made direct with S.Darch for use of the Church. He has offered the use of his toilet, plus a field for car parking.













Cllrs Edney, Caswell & Pay left the meeting at 8.45pm

25/14
ACTIONS FROM THE VILLAGE WALK – 23.5.14:

1. Location of the Combwich Buoy

The proposed location to place the buoy between the two benches opposite the Village Hall was AGREED. A base will be required so we will need to talk to the Company for advice. B. Leathwood said P. Shaw had been due to visit the contractors last week.

2 Harbour Club A Board and 

3 Advertising Signs at the edge of the Village:  

It was AGREED that we would adopt an informal approach initially and speak with all parties to work together and aim to seek a sensible solution to the escalating problem. Action: B.Leathwood
4 Provision of Youth Shelter

B.Leathwood said we do need to do more for the youngsters. P.Gripton said we could not make a decision until a discussion is held with the community to agree a location. Any thought of using the Common as a location would need thorough investigation. An example guide regarding Village Greens will be circulated to members. Action: P.Gripton. This item will be retained on the agenda. 

5 Basketball /netball ring and football net on the Common

It was AGREED that we would try and locate the new football net and erect it. New stanchions will be required. P.Gripton offered to paint the goal post. It was also AGREED to investigate the cost and requirements to erect a basketball ring on the site of the existing concrete base. Action: Clerk. 

6 New Strimmer / Hedge Trimmer
The Clerk obtained a quotation to give an indication of cost for a new strimmer and hedge trimmer attachment. This was £332.50 plus VAT. It was AGREED that as a safety and efficiency issue, new equipment would be purchased. However, the gardener needed to be consulted and another quotation obtained first. Action: Clerk.
7 Flood Defences – Common and Harbour side wall

The Environment Agency (EA) will carry out an inspection shortly. The EA will also be asked to include T. Jones’ garden wall as part of the inspection.

8 Wharf Road broken fence and replacement Council sign

B Leathwood & T.Jones will take another look at the broken fence to try and decide a course of action. It was AGREED to replace the sign. P.Gripton will liaise with the Clerk.

9 Access Gates

D.Stokes suggested a meeting between EDF, the farmer and us to discuss the recurring problem of boulders blocking the gates. This was AGREED. D.Stokes will be asked to coordinate the meeting. Action: Clerk. 

10 Combwich retaining Wall (2454104)

Highways have agreed to carry out a further inspection of the wall, last inspected during May 2013. 

11 Parking along the Common (between the Village Hall and The Anchor Inn)

Waiting for a date to meet with Highways to consider any possible options to increase the parking.

12 Church Hill Gullies

Highways attended the site on 28.5.14. Members said there are still problems as the road was flooded again on 4.6.12. Highways are to be advised. Action: Clerk
13 Field hedge overgrown on Brookside Rd:

Make an approach to Mrs Small (land owner) to request that the hedge is cut. Action: Clerk 

14 Stert Drove Severe Dip in Road

Stress the urgency of this repair to Highways. Action: Clerk
15 Benches on the Common and

16 Replacement beams in children’s play area

Both the benches on the Common need to be replaced as they are unsafe, as are the beams in the children’s play area noted during M. Brown’s recent play area inspection. It was AGREED to ask Mike Ingram to quote for both jobs. Action: Clerk 

26/14
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Requiring Council Decision – Nomination for PCC’s Pride Award – Deferred.

2. Received after Preparation of Agenda – AONB proposed Budget reduction. No comment.

3. Received:  

a) Policing Plan (in circulation pack).

b) Copy of email between B.Birkenhead and Highways regarding the footpath clearance of vegetation along the C182 between Combwich and Cannington.

c) Formal approval of electronic circulation of agendas to parish council members.

4. Sent:

a) P.Oaten/Cllr Edney – To advise we have used the defibrillator.

b) SDC  – Response to the Settlements’ survey.

c) H.Bennett & family – Thanking them for suggestions regarding use of Hinkley C funds.

d) SDC – Request for garage to use as store for sandbags and winter salt.

27/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison - M.Brown clarified the situation regarding Energy Solution’s legal challenge. This concerned trying to claim back costs associated with their bid, which has been turned down. Cavendish Fleur will be the new operating company of Hinkley Point A. 

2. Hinkley C Development – Nothing to report.

3. Village Hall – Nothing to report.

4. Steart Ward – Request a progress update from Highways re flood markers. Action: Clerk 

5. OPRA – A reminder of the biennial fete to be held on 5 July 2014.
28/14 ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

1. Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation fund

2. Emergency Plan for Combwich

3. Newsletter

4. Combwich Buoy (base)

5. Advertisement Signs

6. Review of actions from Village walk 23.5.14

7. Anti-social behaviour problem

8. Youth Shelter 

9. Housing Survey

10. Community Car Scheme 

11. Steart Forum – Process to take this forward

12. Steart Marshes - Access for elderly/people with mobility problems

13. Steart Marshes – Meeting with T.McGrath & Dog Warden re Dog Fouling 

14. Consider change of meeting start time to 7.15pm for Public Forum / Presentations

29/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Thursday 3 July 2014, 7.30pm at Otterhampton Village Hall.

The meeting ended at 9.40pm.
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4 June 2014
Signed:
……....…………………………………………..

Date: …………………………………………………


(Chairman) 
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