OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 4 JUNE 2015, AT OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

PUBLIC SESSION:

R.Wilkes advised that the boat club has arranged a working party on 25.6.15 which will including building a base for the buoy. The Boat Shed (at Burnham) has been given until 17.6.15 to complete the repairs. It will then be taken away and finished locally by members of the boat club who have agreed to complete the repairs although they have no means to transport it. Assuming the buoy will not be finished, B.Leathwood and the Clerk will return to the Boat Shed to agree terms and to try and arrange its return, hopefully with R.Wilkes so that he can assess what is required to finish the repairs. The buoy will be painted in the traditional red and white checks including the cage. The parish council AGREED to reimburse costs to the boat club for materials. 
PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), Heath Bennett, John Berry, Dick Best, Julie Evans, Stuart Mason, Dist Cllr Julie Pay, Cllr Mike Caswell, Aly Prowse (Clerk) and 1 member of the public.

17/15
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Bob Birkenhead and County Cllr John Edney.

18/15
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14.5.15:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

19/15
CO-OPT NEW COUNCILLOR:
Following an interview held on 1.6.15, members AGREED to the co-option of Bob Birkenhead as proposed by Julie Evans and seconded by Stuart Mason. 

20/15
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN:

It was AGREED to defer the election of a vice-chairman until councillors had received councillor training and better able to understand the role. Ideally a vice–chairman will not only deputise in the Chairman’s absence, but look to eventually succeed as Chairman. Item to remain on agenda. Action: Clerk.   
21/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
22/15
WARD REPORTS:

Both District Cllrs have had a busy few weeks attending various training sessions and many meetings. Cllr Pay has given up Community Scrutiny and is now serving on Corporate Planning and Licensing. She is also Chairman of Audit and Governance. Cllr Caswell is the portfolio holder for Development Strategy. 
23/15
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. Planning Training at Sedgemoor District Council – J.Berry, B.Birkenhead, J.Evans and S.Mason will attend the training on 16 June 2015. H.Bennett to contact the Clerk if he is able to attend. 

2. Planning Process – This will be discussed following the training on 16.6.15.
3. 39/15/00004/SJH – Erect porch on side of existing, 33 Riverside. GRANTED

24/15
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1050; Deposit A/C £13199; Reserve A/C £6310. 

2. Bank Mandate Signatories – J.Evans, S.Mason, H.Bennett and J.Berry completed bank mandate forms which the Clerk will now action with Lloyds Bank.
3. The following payments were AGREED:

A.Prowse

£294.77

(Clerk’s salary for May, including £32.63 admin costs)
SDC

£200.00

(Fee for uncontested election costs)

4. Annual Audit for 2014/15

Section 1 – The Accounting Statement was APPROVED.

Section 2 – The Annual Governance Statement was APPROVED.
25/15
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):

a) No 8 – Flood markers at Steart. Chase Highways for a progress report. Action: Clerk  
b) No 10 – Safety signage at Dame Withycombe Hill. Chase Highways for an update. Action: Clerk 
c) No 11 – Forward planning presentation slides to members. Complete.
d) No 13 – Erect signage on Wharf Rd. Check with P.Gripton when this will be erected. Action: Clerk
It was noted that the new signage on the Common track appears to be having some effect.
e) No 15 – Resend email to members from Raynor PC (school transport). Complete.
f) No 16a – Send previous Transport Forum minutes to members. Complete.
g) No 16c – Rota and check sheets for children’s play area to members. Complete.
2. 20 mph speed limit for Combwich
J.Berry said there are a number of people driving too quickly from Brookside Rd into Church Hill and would like to see a 20mph speed limit throughout Combwich. B.Leathwood said following a Speed Indication Device (SID) box testing the speeds of vehicles 18 months ago at the bottom of Nursery Close, the recorded speeds were less than the required median speed to warrant further SID box testing in the village. Barry would like to consult with the community on this matter before proceeding. However Highways will be contacted to enquire whether a 20mph restriction would be possible if required. Action: Clerk. D.Best added that 30 mph signs might be useful in Steart.       
3. Community Transport
The Village Agent is keen for the parish to explore the possibility of a voluntary car scheme. In the first instance it will be for those people in the parish who have difficulty getting to health and social appointments outside of the existing bus service. A number of these schemes are successfully operating in other parishes such as Stogursey, Kilve and Watchet. As a guide, Stogursey sponsored their scheme by up to £300 for start-up costs. The Clerk has drafted a poster to circulate to the community to establish if such a scheme is required/supported. It could be extended to include Stockland parish if they wish to participate. Members AGREED to sponsor the scheme if it receives support and volunteers come forward to run it.

 Action: B.Leathwood, Clerk and Y.Bulman.    
4. Emergency Plan
The emergency plan template will be resent to members and the topic will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. Action: Clerk
5. Street Lighting at Combwich junction
The Clerk wrote to Alyn Jones (Somerset County Council) and is awaiting a response. J.Evans asked whether a speed limit could be imposed prior to the junction. The Clerk advised that a 50mph speed limit along the C182 from Cannington to Hinkley Point was fought for during pre Hinkley site works through the Transport Forum but was rejected by Highways, Somerset County Council and the Police, so felt it unlikely that it would gain approval. However, it is something we could push again when discussions restart for the proposed cycle route.

6. Combwich Buoy
This was dealt with during the public forum.
26/15
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:

8.6.15 – C182 Emergency Exercise at Hinkley Point C

10.6.15 – Parish Newsletter

11.6.15 – Steart Forum
26.6.15 – Hinkley Point A and B Site Stakeholder Group (SSG) 

27/15
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent:

a) From A & S Police – ‘Best on the Beat’ nomination forms. Closing date 4.8.15.

b) To the Director of Centre Developments, WWT – Appreciation for T.McGrath as he completes his tenure at Steart Marshes.

c) From SCC advising of a £200k Flood mitigation fund for 2015/16.

d) From SALC – Information regarding Community Assets.

e) From The Pension’s Regulator – Acknowledging receipt of our enrolment detail.

f) To Riverside residents – advising of forthcoming EA works around the flood bank in the Pill area.

g) To Environment Agency - Thank you for recent works opposite the Village Hall on the flood bank.

h) To SCC – Advise emergency community contacts for the parish (Chairman and Clerk).

i) From SDC – Standard’s Committee vacancy to sit on the Standard’s Board at SDC.

j) From Cannington Parish Council – Temporary 10 mph speed limit order at Rodway Hill.

k) To SDC – Completed Acceptance of Office and Member’s Interests forms, following the election.

l) Cllr Caswell advised there are grants of up to £10k available for village halls from the SDC Community Asset’s scheme.

2. Parish Length-Man:
Cannington Parish Council asked if we would be interested in submitting a joint application to the Community Impact Mitigation fund for a parish length-man. The role of a parish length-man was explained. It was AGREED we would go ahead with this proposal, but not at the expense of the existing gardener’s role. Action: Clerk.
3. Coastal Communities Scheme:
D.Best advised that grants are available from the Coastal Revival Fund which seeks to support the development of local assets and to sustain the heritage/community for the future. He has previously applied elsewhere for funding to commission a feasibility study for the flood protection of individual properties in Steart, but had been unsuccessful. Members AGREED that Dick should pursue this initiative through this scheme. Action: D.Best.






Cllr’s Pay and Caswell left the meeting at 8.25pm
28/15 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison (including SSG):

The Clerk issued a report from M.Brown. Our new members would like to meet Mervyn and to discuss what is involved so they could have a better understanding of the role. He will be invited to attend the September meeting, which will be prior to the election of Chair and Vice-Chair of the SSG in October. Action: Clerk.
2. EDF Transport Forum:
J.Evans will be our Transport Forum representative. The next meeting will be on 17.9.15. The relevant personnel will be informed. Action: Clerk
3. EDF Community Forum (D.Best):

D.Best will remain our representative. He received the minutes from the last meeting on 14.5.15, but there was nothing noteworthy to report. 

4. Steart Ward (D.Best):

There has been a change of staff at Steart Marshes. T.McGrath has now left. Alys Laver succeeds him and interviews for her vacant post will be held shortly. Tim’s leaving do is on 5.6.15 at Steart.

5. OPRA (B.Leathwood):

Barry reported a relatively quiet year ahead, with no fete this year. Three new people joined the committee.  

6. Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT) (S.Mason):

The Open Day will be on 27.6.15. A further leaflet categorising the results of the survey will be distributed week commencing 15.6.15. This will form the basis of the display boards. Once all the ideas have been captured, the community will vote on the projects they would most like funded when the monies are available. There will also be the opportunity to update the Community Plan at the Open Day.
7. Village Hall:

H.Bennett agreed to be our representative on the Village Hall Committee. The secretary will be notified. Action: Clerk
8. Children’s Play Area:

S.Mason has completed the first month’s inspection. Some missing posts from the fence have been replaced. The formal inspection by ROSPA is due to be carried out in June.

9. School Governor Liaison:
It was AGREED to include this item in future reports. J.Berry will be our representative. 

29/15
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:

No specific items were identified for the next meeting
30/15
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on 2 July 2015, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 

The meeting ended at 9pm.

Signed: [image: image1.jpg]


 Date:……2 July 2015…………………………. 

(Chairman) 
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