OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 4 SEPTEMBER  2014, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

PRESENT:

B.Leathwood (Chairman), T.Jones (Vice-Chairman), R.Best, P.Gripton, L.Sidebotham, R.Wilkes, A.Prowse (Clerk), County Cllr J.Edney, Dist Cllrs J.Pay & M.Caswell, PCSO G.Long, 2 members of the public. 

PCSO UPDATE – Georgina Long: 

G.Long gave an update on the work she has been doing following recent anti-social behaviour problems. She is working closely with the youths, parents, foster carers, parish council and other formal bodies. Georgina reported on the meeting held on 12.8.14 (notes circulated by B.Leathwood) attended by all interested parties. It is hoped for a greater attendance from social services at the next meeting on 18.9.14. Formal minutes will be produced but will not be for public distribution. P.Gripton reiterated the need for more thought and better liaison between the bodies responsible for placing children in the community. Members are very appreciative of the work Georgina is doing. 

PUBLIC SESSION:

1. Lights on path to the bus shelter – This will be actioned before the winter.  Action: P.Gripton

2. Village appearance – 2 parishioners said they believe the village is looking scruffy due to areas of overgrown vegetation and asked members what they thought visitors would think of it. A lengthy discussion ensued. We have not received any other complaints. The previous volunteer gardening group disbanded mainly due to difficulties striking a balance between a pristine village, whilst considering ecological factors. B.Leathwood felt it was time to look forward, consider the observations and possibly review how we do things.  

40/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

There were no apologies for absence.

41/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3.7.14:

The minutes of the meeting held on 3.7.14 were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman, noting that 34/14/2 should have included reference to M.Brown’s email that he would take no part in the deliberations. 

42/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

M.Brown declared an interest in agenda item 5a) 39/14/00007. 

43/14
WARD REPORTS:

Cllr Edney
The next phase of the Cannington by-pass will start in the next fortnight, earlier than 
planned. It will hopefully finish by the end of December 2015. We should be prepared for 18 months of disruption. Somerset County Council will need to find savings of £40m in the next financial year.

Cllr Caswell
After the summer break, meetings will now start in earnest. The planning application for the automotive garage signage on the C182, was approved mainly as Cannington parish council did not object.

T.Jones asked for clarification regarding SDC’s statement that the Public Consultation on Waste Disposal at Hinkley was inadequate. Cllr Caswell said the proposal put forward by Energy Solutions was only ever a preferred option, not a firm proposal. It is likely this issue will be revisited under the new parent company. 

Cllr Pay
Julie has a number of Committee Scrutiny Board meetings arranged to discuss floods, railway verges and loss of hospital beds at Burnham hospital. 







Ward Councillors and G.Long left the meeting at 7.40pm
44/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. 39/14/00007 Dwelling, 2 the Tower, Combwich – REFUSED

(M.Brown left the room at 7.43pm)
P.Gripton said this application was refused because the dwelling was in a flood zone 3 area and that sufficient land is available to build properties in flood zones 1 & 2. Members wondered if all future similar applications would be automatically refused. Members felt the decision to refuse this application had been harsh. 






(M.Brown returned at 7.47pm)  

2. 39/14/00009 Extension and garage at The Willows, Otterhampton – GRANTED

3. 39/14/00008 Farm buildings to 2 dwellings, Bolham House – Members have no objection to this application. However, it was noted that this proposal is also within in a flood zone 3 area.
4. 39/14/00010 Erection of dwelling, Plot 5, west of Church Hill, Combwich – Members OBJECT to this application on the grounds of poor vehicular access to Church Hill. We objected to a previous application on the same grounds when there were only the 4 plots. We suggest the totality of this development needs to be considered. P.Gripton asked whether affordable housing should be a consideration but it was decided this would not be a good argument.

5. Planning Sub Group:
M.Brown said the concept of the planning sub group had been adopted as it enabled 3 people to spend longer on applications, ensured a consistent approach and avoided hold ups on the circulation route. He agreed there are fewer applications at the moment and whist he is still in favour of the sub group principle; he doesn’t feel obliged to stay on the group.

T.Jones fully supports M.Brown’s point of view. However as we are a small council he would be happier for all members to review applications and be aware of what is going on. This was echoed by P.Gripton and D.Best. It was AGREED that the Clerk will notify members by email of applications as they are received. M.Brown will view on line. It will be fairly evident if a site visit is required.

6. Planning Training:

D.Best, T.Jones, R.Wilkes & the Clerk will attend planning training delivered by SDC on 24.9.14. 
45/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £2647; Business A/C £5092; Reserves A/C £6000. 

2. The following payments were AGREED:

WWW Fitness Sports
£227.94

(Basketball net).

Networld Sports

£44.90

(Football net).

Playsafe Ltd 

£81.60

(Play Area Annual Inspection)

Clerk’s Salary 

£253.79

(July, inc. £12.06 office costs)
Clerk’s Salary

£241.73 
(August, inc. £26.90 office costs)

Grant Thornton

£120.00 
(Annual external audit fee)


The VAT repayment of £1359.60 has been received.

3. Annual Insurance Arrangements:
The addition of the new strimmer and basketball net to our insurance policy will cost an additional £2.60 per annum. As we provide equipment to the gardener and pay an hourly rate, he now technically becomes an employee. This means we had to change the existing arrangement into a formal contract signed by both parties. He is insured under our policy. The gardener also had to sign a form to say he had been shown how to use the strimmer and that he is competent to use it. We will also check that the gardener has appropriate safety clothing and equipment. Action: Clerk
4. Annual Audit:
The Audit has been approved. The Conclusion of Audit Notice will be on the notice boards until 15.9.14.

46/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1 Review Action List:
a) No 3 – Advise J.Marriot of £1000 Village Hall grant award. Complete

b) No 4 – Planning application 39/14/00007 issues. Complete

c) No 5 – Obtain garage for store from SDC. Complete

d) No 6 – Rural Housing Policy Questionnaire. Missed deadline.

e) No 7 – Arrange a meeting with SDC to discuss Hinkley C Community Mitigation Fund. Complete

f) No 14 – Village walk actions from 30.5.14. Complete

g) No 15 – Advise G.Long of empty ‘legal highs’ packets found on Common. Complete

h) No 16 – Arrange Steart Marsh Forum. Complete

i) No 18 – Dog fouling on Steart Marshes. To be taken up at Steart Marshes Forum. Complete

2 Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) Fund – Meeting report 29.7.14:
B.Leathwood reported that there may be some movement with regard to our £500k at the end of this year. We should therefore, start planning our strategy. A list will be drawn up of all the organisations in the parish, and then we will arrange a meeting of representatives from the organisations, the existing parish plan steering group and parish council members to try and develop a way forward. If possible, we will arrange a meeting close to the October parish council meeting. Action: B.Leathwood / Clerk.
3    Parish Newsletter:
B.Leathwood has been in touch with the editor of the Stockland Gatepost to explore the possibility of a joint newsletter. Members would prefer a simpler two-sided newsletter. Hinkley Point will be approached regarding sponsorship. Action: M.Brown.  If there is a positive response, T.Jones will be happy to sit down with B.Leathwood and the Clerk to look at a format.

4    Combwich Buoy:
The quotation for this work as at September 2005 was an estimate of £3500 - £4500. We are concerned that the cost could rise and of our position should anything happen to the boatyard. We could possibly use leverage of retiring existing members next May and a potential withdrawal of the grant to hasten its completion. We clearly need to resolve this situation and a site visit will be arranged. Action: Clerk. 

5    Advertisement Signs:
B.Leathwood has discussed the situation with the businesses in the Village and an improvement was noted. The signage has however resumed, but we have not received any further complaints.
6    Parking along Riverview:
P.Gripton has put together a set of documents for everyone to read to aid understanding of the history, thus enabling help in future decision making. These are original documents. Please return to the Clerk.
7    Anti-Social Behaviour – 12.8.14:
      This item was dealt with under the PCSO update.
8    Steart Marshes (Access for the elderly / people with mobility problems):
      A request was received from a gentleman who is registered disabled, for permission to drive and 

      park down the track. The situation is that we cannot give permission to anyone to park there.  

9    Parrett Way from Wharf leading towards Tuckett’s Clyce
T.Jones has spoken with the Environment Agency. A contractor was on site 3.9.14 to review the work,
which should be carried out in due course.
47/14
PLAY AREA INSPECTIONS:

The annual inspection reported no serious concerns. The beam has been replaced. Members who have carried out inspections are generally appalled at the state of the play area with litter strewn everywhere. T.Jones asked whether the bin should be moved from the roadside to the play area. P.Gripton explained that it had been in the play area but it was moved on health grounds as it was filled with dog bags. The move made little difference so it will be left where it is. 
48/14
DEFIBRILLATOR:

D.Best reported that a group of volunteers have been formed, led by Janice Bailey. The group has taken on the responsibility for checking the defibrillator. 
49/14
DRAFT OPENNESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BODIES REGULATIONS 2014:
This came into force on 6.8.14. In short, members of the public will be able to film and record all parish council meetings. 
50/14
CORRESPONDENCE:
1. Requiring Council Decision

a. A nomination was put forward for this year’s Chairman’s Award. This person’s name will not be recorded in the minutes so that it remains a surprise. Action: Clerk
b. It was AGREED to renew the Open Spaces Society membership at a cost of £45, as proposed by P.Gripton and seconded by M.Brown. Membership will be reviewed next year.

c. It was AGREED to make a donation to Sedgemoor Citizen Advice Bureau for £50, as proposed by T.Jones and seconded by M.Brown.

2. Received after Preparation of Agenda

a. Quantock Hills AONB Opportunity for landscape funding

Three projects were put forward to apply for funding from the £20k grant.
· P.Gripton suggested a pond on the Brownie copse on Combwich common. M.Brown said Wessex Water may help out with match funding. 

· D.Best suggested further buckthorn clearance at Steart on the small common to help create car parking spaces for people using Steart Church.

· T.Jones suggested clearing the grassed area opposite the wharf and in front on the Village Hall, improving the pathways, and possibly replacing/adding to the benches.

Application forms will be submitted by the first funding release date of 7.10.14. Action: Clerk
b. SALC AGM notification – 27.9.14, Edington Village Hall, 1000 – 1500hrs.
c. R.Wilkes advised he and Sandy are retiring from running the Chat n Chill. The last 4 or 5 sessions had a nil attendance. New volunteers to run it will be advertised via the OPRA magazine and Combwich.org website. Action: B.Leathwood/R.Wilkes. There is a balance of £260 in the bank. It was AGREED that if the group does not go forward the funds will return to the parish council.

d. The next Parish Cluster meeting is on 16.9.14, 6.30pm at Over Stowey Village Hall.

e. The sandbags on P.Shaw’s drive are now mostly rotted.  The sand probably needs to be shovelled into a trailer to transport it to the parish garage. A small group will organise the removal of sand. Action: T.Jones, P.Gripton, B.Leathwood.
3. Correspondence Received/sent:

a) A&SC – Police road smart driving awareness courses. Free 2 hour sessions.

b) A&SC – New opening times for Police Enquiry offices.

c) Village Hall Committee advised they have received a £5k grant from SDC.

d) Thank you letter to N.Small re cutting hedgerows at the entrance to Combwich.

e) Echo Project – Wish to attend our next meeting to discuss their proposals. AGREED
f) GIS Parish On Line – offer of 30 day free trial. AGREED. Action: Clerk

51/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison.

M.Brown read out his report that mainly focused on the two day event he attended which was organised by the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority (NDA); late October he wlll be attending another NDA event in Birmingham. On 24.9.14 he will be meeting the new site director of Hinkley Point A.   
2. Hinkley C Development.

Ross Edwards from EDF will present an update to the parish council meeting on 6.11.14, 7pm. 
3. Village Hall

L.Sidebotham advised a meeting of the Village Hall Committee will be held next week.

4. Steart Ward
D.Best advised the Steart Marshes’ footpaths and hides were opened on 26.8.14; work to create the breach in the Parrett bank was completed on 2.9.14; the Steart Peninsular Forum will be held on 8.10.12. Members AGREED to pay £20 to Steart Church as the meeting will be held there; a site meeting was held on 31.7.14 between Dick, R.Newby (Highways) and S.Darch to discuss placing flood marker posts along Wall Common. Dick has spoken with Cllr Edney with regard to potential available funding to raise the road; patching of the Combwich Common track has been mentioned to T.McGrath.

5. OPRA
A meeting to consider the winter programme will be held on 8.9.14; two of the main committee members will be leaving shortly; the job of running the 100 Club is now being shared between A.Leathwood and S.Francis; the website continues to flourish; an OPRA newsletter will be produced shortly.
52/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Thursday 2 October 2014, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall.

The meeting ended at 10.00pm.
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4 September 2014
Signed:
……....…………………………………………..

Date: …………………………

(Chairman) 
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