OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2015, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

MR RON SCHRODER (Hinkley A Station Director):

Mr Schroder gave a very informative and interesting update of the current decommissioning programme at Hinkley Point. The main areas of interest included:

· Cavendish Fluor has been awarded a fourteen year contract (2 x 7 year stages) to clean up the legacy waste generated by production. 

·  There are three major radiological projects ongoing:

1. The Ponds – removing the sludge contaminants from the 2 ponds; target completion date by end of 2015.
2. Sludge (sedition) tanks – remove contaminants; 2 of the 25 tanks have been cleaned so far.
3. Fuel Element Debris – Clean-up of the outer components (including separating out thousands of cobalt springs) of intermediate level waste (ILW).

· The storage of ILW will revert to the original plan of safe storage in concrete boxes on site. No other ILW from other Magnox sites will be transported to Hinkley A for storage. 
· There are currently 240 employees, but this will reduce prior to ramping up again in 2017 when the site starts to build the storage boxes.

· The plant is scheduled to shut down completely (i.e. into safe storage) in 2025.
· Only a few buildings will remain, as the site needs to be landscaped as far as possible.  
Cllr Edney raised concerns about the safety, given the budget constraints. Mr Schroder explained that the work will be completed safely to budget, by cutting through bureaucracy, employing a smaller workforce, using tried and tested technology rather than cutting edge, and employing a risk reduction strategy.   
PUBLIC SESSION:

No items were raised.
PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), Tim Jones (Vice-Chairman), Dick Best, Mervyn Brown, Paul Gripton, Reg Wilkes, County Cllr John Edney, Dist Cllr Julie Pay, Dist Cllr Mike Caswell, Aly Prowse (Clerk). 2 members of the public. 

108/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from L.Sidebotham. Members sent their condolences to Liz on the sad passing of her husband Eric.
109/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8.1.15:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

110/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.  

111/14
WARD REPORTS:

Cllr Edney – Somerset County Council (SCC) will meet in the next couple of weeks to set the budget, 

targeting cuts of over £30m. There will be no increase in council tax and there is little to affect 
parishes; the mobile library service will continue but we may see a reduction in the service; additional 

money has been made available for the repair of potholes so we should keep reporting them.

Cllr Caswell – Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) will also be budget setting shortly. The “Northern 
Gateway” plan including the new Innovation Centre is coming together and although road works are a 
problem currently, Cllr Caswell believes there will be a significant improvement in the long term.

112/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
There were no planning matters.

113/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1110; Business A/C £9648; Reserve A/C £6309. 

2. The following payments were AGREED:

Clerk’s Salary

£290.02

(January, inc. including £12.48 office expenses, £18.25 

garage keys and £10.50 for bolts to secure the grit bin)
Concept Products Ltd
£179.40

(Grit Bin at Otterhampton Hill)

3. Rod Williams has completed the half yearly audit to 30.9.14.
4. Financial recompense for the Clerk will be considered at the annual increment award date of 1.4.15. The Clerk said it would be helpful to have a more powerful laptop and printer able to cope with the increased workload, features and programmes she has downloaded such as the HMRC’s PAYE System (which saves us money now it is carried out in house) and the GIS Parish Mapping programme. See minute 114/14/1/j below.
114/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):
a) No 1 - Affordable Housing. A new Parish Council guide has been produced and circulated to members. This lays out the responsibilities clearly.

b) No 5 – Street Lighting at Combwich Junction. The letter to Alyn Jones (SCC) will incorporate the poor state of the C182. This to be done prior to the Transport Forum on 26.2.15. Action: Clerk, P. Gripton, T.Jones.
c) No 6 – Parish Newsletter. The Clerk has emailed D.Stokes and is waiting for a response.

d) No 8 – Disabled car parking spaces. Complete. The grass verges beyond these spaces are starting to look a mess as a consequence. The No Parking signs will now be erected on the Combwich track. Action: P.Gripton.
e) No 9 – Steart Flood Markers. Cllr Edney advised this work has been scheduled but he will follow up with R.Newby. Action: Cllr Edney.
f) No 10 – ASB issues. Although the situation appears to have quietened, we would still like to know which agency is responsible for the property in question and who we should approach in case of further problems. Action: Cllr Edney.
g) No 11 – Cannington Playing Field. T.Jones advised that Cannington are going ahead with a skateboard park on the existing play area. They are also in the process of trying to buy the playing fields and whilst they have some ideas to utilise it, we are invited to come up with suggestions including possible joint usage. 
h) No 14 – Further update by EDF on Combwich Wharf. The Clerk advised R.Edwards of the March parish council meeting date and is awaiting a reply from Ross who returns from leave on 9.2.15. 

i) No 16 – Item 5, keys for PC garage for all councillors. These were issued to BL, PG, DB, TJ & RW.

j) No 17 – Laptop computer and printer. The Clerk has decided on a spec and has an initial guide price of £600 - £700 for both. Further quotes to be obtained. It was AGREED that this purchase could proceed as proposed by P.Gripton, seconded by T.Jones. Action: Clerk.
          The Ward Councillors left the meeting at 8.25pm
115/14
MEETING REPORTS:

1. 14.1.15 - Burnham Marine Boat Yard (B.Leathwood)

Since finding an alternative source to complete the buoy repairs, we have been able to exert pressure to try and get the buoy finished; preferably by May of this year. Between our visit on the 14.1.15 and a subsequent visit by B.Birkenhead recently, more work has been carried out. The metal frame has been shot-blasted, the woodwork has had an undercoat of paint and a protective rubber layer for the base is being made. We now need to start making preparations. M.Brown asked if we should consult with the Environment Agency (EA) re the proposed location of the buoy. Action: Clerk to contact S.Scadden.
2. 15.1.15 Steart Forum (D.Best):
a) Steart Marshes - the increase in vehicles & visitors has been accommodated with little problem; there is however, a problem with out of control dogs and dog fouling, hopefully the dog warden can be involved as a solution to this problem is sought.

b) Steart Marshes brown sign at Combwch – V.Durston (EA) advised the sign is as per the Highway’s standard although the other Otterhampton sign needs to be removed which she will request. The sign is very large and rather overshadows the finger post directing people to Combwich. Members would like to request that ‘Combwich’ is added to the sign. Action: Clerk.
c) Natural flood defences and monitoring – residents will be updated, probably on an annual basis.

d) Natural England Coastal Path – this is due to be opened late summer of this year.

e) Bristol Port Company Scheme – options on the land expire in 2017. There are ‘rumours’ that there may be some movement in the global container market.

f) Tidal Lagoon Company – D.Best will try and set up a meeting in May and suggested invitations are extended to adjacent parish councils, either as part of the Forum or at an open meeting. Action: D.Best.
3. 15.1.15 EDF Community Forum (D.Best):
It is hoped the Financial Investment Decision will be made by the end of March 2015; the impact of the potential Austrian appeal could result in a judicial review in the European Courts although EDF do not appear to be overly concerned; enabling works are ongoing and major construction works are  planned to go ahead in 2016; work at Combwich Wharf will not start until the by-pass is completed, due the end of 2015. An interesting talk was given by an archaeologist on the finds at the Cannington by-pass which included a Roman Village built on top an Iron Age settlement. This will be removed and rebuilt at Shapwick.      
4. 19.1.15 & 4.2.15 Otterhampton Parish Project Team OPPT (P.Gripton):

a) The team are working well together and are in the process of developing a communication strategy to consult with the community. A leaflet is planned to be finalised by 25.2.15. It is recognised that the funding may not be available, but it has been agreed to proceed to the stage of receiving ideas and grouping them together, aiming for a potential open day in May/June. Paul has had various conversations with EDF, SDC and J.Sergeant from the Somerset Community Foundation in an effort to bottom out the funding position and the expenditure process. It was AGREED to arrange a meeting with Justin in the next 4 – 6 weeks. Action: Clerk.
b) Members AGREED the parish council will fund printing costs and costs to hire the Village Hall for OPPT meetings.

c) M.Layton’s resignation letter from the Otterhampton Community Plan Steering Group (OCPSG) was read out. This also mentioned M.Lloyd- William’s resignation as Secretary and the lack of a treasurer. An appropriate response will be sent to both ladies. Action: Clerk.
A decision will need to be made re the OCPSG, whether to reform it; keep it separate from the OPPT; or possibly absorb it within the OPPT. Advice will be sought from the Community Council for Somerset who was instrumental in its formation. Action: Clerk.
5. 27.1.15 Parish Cluster (P.Gripton):
A representative from “Cosmic” gave a talk on Broadband and is willing to come and talk to groups; 
Information was handed out for the AONB Greater Quantock Landscape Development Fund and a discussion was held regarding SDC’s ‘Playing Pitch’ strategy. 
116/14
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:


12.2.15 – SALC (to be confirmed)
26.2.15 – Transport Forum 

26.2.15 – OPPT

3.3.15 – SDC Training for Clerks (preparation for Elections and associated matters)

117/14
PARISH ENHANCEMENTS:

Memorial Bench - A request has been made for a memorial bench to be placed on the Common in 
memory of C.Borsay to be paid for by the family. This request was AGREED by members as long as it is of similar design and quality of existing benches. The EA are to be consulted regarding its location. Action:  Clerk. M.Brown suggested we should have a policy for such requests as there could be a time when saturation point is reached. 
 118/14
FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS:
The process for the forthcoming Election starts in March. As we have existing members standing down, it was AGREED we should proactively advertise this fact and adapt the poster from SALC to our needs. B.Leathwood circulated a draft for comments. Barry will amend and circulate to members for further iteration. Action: B.Leathwood. Consideration will also be given to contacting previous people who had applied for casual vacancies.

119/14
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent:

a) EDF – Dredging dates – The Clerk has queried proposed working on Sundays and the extent of the dredging, and is awaiting a response. EDF has also been asked about the footpath clearance at the wharf road (as per T.Jones’ email) which has caused some inconvenience and that they ensure the brambles and debris are removed.
b) Bridgwater and District Civic Society – Advising we would not be seeking membership.

c) Hinkley C – Thank you letter re Hinkley C visit on 22.1.15.

d) Letter to John & Elizabeth Marriott.

120/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison:
M.Brown advised there will be a meeting of the SSG sub group to discuss the ILW change in strategy on 19.2.15 and an SSG meeting on 27.2.15. 
2. Hinkley C Development:
The site visit to Hinkley C was very interesting and useful. A facility for a hot drink would have been a welcome addition.

3. Village Hall:
The volunteers have worked very hard on the refurbishment which is now complete. A letter of thanks and appreciation will be sent to the Committee. Action: Clerk.
4. Steart Ward:
Nothing further to report.
5. OPRA
Nothing to report.
121/14
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
1. Status of the SSSI Management Plan for Combwich Common. Action: Clerk.

2. Election.

3. EDF Update (Ross Edwards)

122/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Thursday 5 March 2015, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 
The meeting ended at 9.35pm.
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5 March 2015
Signed:……………………………………………………..

Date:………………………………. 

(Chairman) 
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