 OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
  MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

on

THURSDAY 5 JANUARY 2017 AT OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL
COMBWICH WHARF UPDATE EDF – Ross Edwards
Ross Edwards and David Eccles (EDF) addressed the meeting supported by Will Barker (the Hinkley C Harbour Master) and members from the Wharf Contractor (Hochtief). 
Briefly, EDF expect to start refurbishing the wharf in the second half of 2017, some investigation work will be carried out before the start of the refurbishment. It is intended that the refurbished wharf will accommodate 90m x 30m barges bringing in Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AILs) thus helping to reduce traffic on the roads. It is expected that the wharf will become operational within 2 years of starting the refurbishment.  

A number of questions and answers were exchanged. EDF stated it will keep residents, the parish council and Combwich Cruising Club fully informed as progress is made. They will develop maps/boards to share with the parish council and it was suggested that the contractor attend the Friday coffee mornings so that any questions raised may be answered. EDF will also regularly attend future parish council meetings to keep the Council informed.

PUBLIC SESSION:
There are more vehicles parking at the end of the village, believed to be students catching the bus. There are no parking restrictions so little we can do about it. If vehicles cause an obstruction the matter should be reported to the Police.

PRESENT:

John Berry (Chairman), Dick Best (Vice-Chairman), Bob Birkenhead, Dave Cather, Barry Leathwood, Rachel Perrett, Aly Prowse (Clerk), District Cllr Julie Pay. 2 members of the public.








Dist Cllr Julie Pay left the meeting at 7.45pm


110/16
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from J.Evans, Dist Cllr Mike Caswell and PCSO Nick Mizon.
111/16
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1.12.16:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

112/16
CO-OPT NEW COUNCILLOR:
Following an interview on 8.12.16, D.Cather was co-opted to the Council as proposed by B.Leathwood and seconded by D.Best. All members were in favour. Dave will need to complete the Acceptance of Office form and Register of Members Interests’ forms. The Clerk will then formally advise SDC of the appointment Action: Clerk 

113/16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
114/16
WARD REPORTS:

In the absence of the Ward Councillors, there was nothing to report. 

115/16
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. 39/16/0010 Erect conservatory, 23 Estuary Park. APPROVED.
2. 3/32/16/018 Building for storage of Intermediate Level Waste (ILW) at Hinkley A. AWAITING DECISION.
3. EPR/JP3122GM/V005 Vary Environmental Permit during Hinkley C Construction. AWAITING DECISION.
4. 39/16/00011 Extension to first floor dormer, 11 Martyn Cl, Combwich. SUPPORTED.
5. 39/16/00012 Erect general purpose agricultural building, Moxhill Farm. NO OBSERVATIONS.
116/16
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Bank Balances - Current A/C £2024; Deposit A/C £9434; Reserve A/C £8575.   
2. The following payments were AGREED:

Mrs A Prowse

£344.41

(December Salary including £19.34 other costs)

K.Preston
£344.75

(Gardening costs Oct-Dec, including £100 for Sep-Nov 

play area Inspection).
INCOME


£6480.07
(CIM final receipt for Play Area)
3. 2017/18 Precept. 
As per minute 99/16/3, the Precept for 2017/18 for £20000 was submitted to SDC on 5.1.17.
117/16
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):

a) No 6 – Combwich Buoy. Wording on brass plaque. Action Ongoing (B.Birkenhead)
b) No 10 – Haul Rd Access Gates. This item was raised during the EDF presentation. Increased security measures (including additional police) will be in place when work on the Wharf starts. R.Edwards will liaise with Mr Baker (farmer) to ensure his needs re his stock are addressed. Action: Complete.
c) No 11 – Plant Trees on Common. Natural England gave permission to plant (4) trees on the Common as long as they were on the edge of the SSSI and not in the centre of the Common. Action Complete.
d) No 14 – Twinning. J.Berry received no expressions of interest. A meeting will be arranged and advertised in the forthcoming Otter Tales to see if this attracts a response. Action: J.Berry.
e) No 15 – Dog Fouling. J.Berry has spoken to R.Edwards (EDF) who agreed to place dog fouling signage at the boundary of EDF land with the Wharf Rd. R.Perrett will pursue the poster to be designed by the school children now they are back at school.
f) No 16 – Tree Maintenance schedule. This will be undertaken alongside the review of the new ground’s maintenance contract with effect from 1.4.17. Action: Clerk. 

g) No 17 – Combwich Ponds. B.Leathwood passed the information to B.Birkenhead to review.

h) No 18 – Plant Tree on Common by Pill.  A tree can be planted as long as it is 2 metres away from the foot of the flood bank. Action Complete.
i) No 22 – Invite new PCSO Nick Mizon to a Council Meeting. This was done but he was unable to attend this meeting. He will try to attend the next one if he can.

j) No 23 – Thank you gift (chocolates) for staff who print Otter Tales. Action Complete.
2. No 14 Bus Service
a) The Clerk said it appears the parishes in West Somerset are trying to establish a bus service to Minehead from Williton/Watchet but not to Bridgwater. J.Young said the Sainsbury’s free bus operating between Minehead and Bridgwater on a Thursday has now started driving in and around Nether Stowey collecting passengers. We will check if the service may be available to us. Action: Clerk.
b) The Clerk contacted Mendip Community Transport to ask if the existing Slinky Bus Service could be extended to a further day per week but was advised it would not be possible. However, they may be reviewing the service from 1.4.17 as they are aware of the difficulties around the parishes because of diminishing public transport. Currently 36 people in the parish are registered passengers of the service. 

c) The latest Otter Wheels pricing schedule will be passed to J.Young and J. Selway. Action: Clerk 

3. Bicycle Rack at Bus Stop in Cannington.
The Clerk informally asked the Chair of Cannington Parish Council if he thought the parish council might consider installing a bicycle rack near the bus stop by the play area in Cannington so that people who wished to cycle from Combwich to catch the bus to Bridgwater would have somewhere secure to leave their bikes. She was advised to formally submit a request if we wished to pursue it. R.Perrett will ask the Combwich Community Cycling Group if they feel there is a need. Action: R.Perrett. 

118/16
PLAY AND RECREATION AREA:
1. Tarmac Entrance 
A further contractor visited site on 6.12.16 which unfortunately delayed the process because of some issues he introduced which proved to be unnecessary. However a further contractor will be asked to tender and once prices have been received it is hoped the work can then commence. 

2. Inspection Schedules
The Clerk has received the first quarter’s inspection returns from K.Preston. Keith has carried out the inspections in a professional and consistent manner that will meet the requirements of RoSPA.  

3. CIM Completion Report

The Clerk submitted the grant completion report on 16.12.16 which was a condition of the funding. This included feedback forms, spot surveys of numbers using the play area (before and after the enhancement) and some letters from the community in appreciation of the play area. A reconciliation report of the finances, itemising planned versus actual expenditure was also produced by the Clerk and circulated to members.

4. Trees

It was provisionally AGREED to plant the trees by the play area on 9.1.17, meeting at 2pm. This will be confirmed. Action: Clerk 

5. Depression in Common at far end of the play area (opposite the outdoor gym equipment)
During the wet weather a fairly large hole has appeared which will be filled will soil once the ground has settled after the winter. Members will look into it whilst at the site on Monday. In the interim, B. Leathwood has erected a small “caution” sign to warn people of its presence.  
119/16
ENHANCEMENTS:
1. The Common by Riverside Farm.

Over a period of time we have received comments about the grass cutting of the Common land, which in essence now looks like a lawn. The trough has also been painted the same colour as the adjacent house without permission from the parish council. It is unknown if the trough is stone or concrete, but it could well be part of Combwich’s heritage. Consideration of what the parish council would like to do with the whole area including the brownie copse should be reviewed. We should discuss this with the house-owners as part of the process. This area of common land belongs to the parish council and should not be encroached upon further. It was AGREED that we should visit the site to try and formulate some ideas. This would be done when the working party plants the trees at the play area. Action: All 

2. Small Common by the Pill

It was AGREED to plant a tree on the site of the old shipping container. The Clerk had obtained a price for an additional 3 stone boulders to prevent further encroachment of vehicles parking there, for approximately £60 including delivery. It was AGREED to go ahead and purchase them. Action: Clerk. 

120/16
HIGHWAYS UPDATE:
1. Dame Withycombe Hill and Otterhampton/C182 junction – The reflective safety markers and bend signage have been installed. However we understood there would also be chevron signage on the bend and the bend sign should have a branch off it to also indicate the sharp right turn into the farm lane at the top of hill. This will be followed up with Highways. Action: Clerk.
2. Combwich Retaining Wall

Obtaining prices for mesh as a safety requirement on the barriers is still outstanding. Action: Clerk
3. Speed Indication Device (SID)
D.Grabham (SCC) advised that a SID box could only be installed on a suitable post so it could not be attached to the stone barn at Brookside Rd as we suggested. However, Mr Grabham offered to arrange for some speed readings to be taken by his colleague in the Traffic Data Collection team using their equipment which does not require posts. It will only record total numbers of vehicles and their speeds (it will not flash a message of the speed recorded). If these speeds then meet the qualification criteria (i.e. if the 85%ile speed is equal to or exceeds 36mph) we could then have a SID box as part of the regular SID surveys. It was AGREED to pursue this option suggested by Mr Grabham. Action: Clerk.
121/16
MEETING REPORTS:
8.12.16 – Somerset Community Foundation (J.Sargent)
B.Leathwood had previously circulated a report of the meeting. Briefly a process has not been developed to apply for funding as yet. It is also not known what the funding ceiling is; we have it in writing that it is £500k “at least”. J.Sargent said some resource may be made available to help with the design and feasibility of projects. It will be an opportunity to deliver some great things for the parish but some professional input may be necessary to help deliver it. It was AGREED that we should email the existing OPPT members to ask if they would like to continue and to invite new members to join OPPT via the January issue of Otter Tales. Action: Clerk. Council also AGREED that we should keep J.Sargent informed of our actions and to invite him to OPPT meetings.

14.12.16 – Village Hall
The Clerk attended the meeting and had circulated a report. The main items included confirmation that the Hall is the designated emergency station for the parish in the event of an incident (for the emergency plan) and the committee was updated with the Somerset Community Foundation meeting and CIM implications for the Village Hall. The committee decided to dedicate the next meeting for user groups to identify potential CIM projects.  

15.12.16 – SALC

The Clerk had been unable to attend the meeting.   

122/16
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:

26.1.17 – Transport Forum

2.2.17   – Community Forum (we are unable to attend as it clashes with the parish council meeting)

24.2.17 - SSG
123/16
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. SALC – Advising that referendum principles will not be extended to local councils during 2017/18, although there is an expectation for parish and town councils to “clearly demonstrate restraint when setting increases that are not a direct result of taking on additional responsibilities and in addition, a system is being considered to find ways to make excessive increases transparent to local taxpayers”.

2. SDC – Advising that the result of the “cluster group” consultation will be rationalised as proposed; that is, SDC will go ahead with the proposed four new areas based on the Police beat areas. This would mean that Sedgemoor would organise and administer two meetings per new cluster area per year, supplemented by two all-parish meetings in Bridgwater House. This is not what the Quantock Cluster wanted. We will contact the Quantock Cluster Chair to seek his views and whether further action is needed. Action: Clerk
3. Avon & Somerset Police – Nomination forms for Policing awards. No recommendations from members.

4. SDC – Advising they will deal with the dead branches/trees by the bus shelter as the land is adopted by Highways, albeit Highways believe the parish council planted the trees originally.

5. SALC – Sam Winter (County Information Officer) is leaving the post on 12.1.17.

6. Somerset Local Authorities Civil Contingencies’ Unit – Quarterly newsletter.

7. Christmas wishes from J.Sivyer as Chair of the Stockland Parish Meeting and an invitation to the next parish meeting on 9.2.17, 7pm at Hill House. D.Best said he would like to attend.

8. SCC – Poster advertising on-line reporting of potholes and other road problems. This has been widely promulgated throughout the parish.

9. Mendip Community Transport – Seeking a donation. We gave £50 last year. Agenda item for the next meeting. Action: Clerk.
124/16
REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison
It was clarified that this heading includes information reported for all three power stations.
2. Steart Ward (D.Best)
a) The Sea Buckthorn (Backrap) work at Steart has received grant funding from the Quantock AONB Fund. An application for £931 has also been submitted to the Magnox Socio Economic fund.

b) D.Best outlined the current situation with the Avian Influenza outbreak. Various notices alerting visitors to the risks and precautions have been erected around the WWT Steart Marshes and Bridgwater Bay Nature Reserves. The restrictions are in place until at least 28.2.17. An article will be put in Otter Tales. Action: D.Best 

3. OPRA (B.Leathwood)
A walk has been arranged for 15.1.17, meet at The Anchor at 9.30am.

4. Village Hall
The next meeting is on 11.1.17.

5. Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT)

We will await a response from existing and potential new members before arranging a meeting as per minute 121/16 above.
6. School Liaison (R.Perrett)
R.Perrett will visit the School now the children have returned after the holidays.

7. Public Rights of Way (B.Birkenhead)
B.Birkenhead will walk the footpaths at the top of Dame Withycombe Hill and towards Hill House as identified at the last meeting. He also mentioned the “soggy” condition of the WWT cycle/foot path between Combwich and Otterhampton. WWT are aware of the issue; the paths worsen in heavy rain, but then harden when the paths dry. 
8. Otter Tales (B.Leathwood)
The deadline for the January issue is the 5.1.17. Not many articles have been submitted as yet.

9. Otter Wheels (B.Leathwood)
There are 2 new drivers and just over 40 journeys have been undertaken to date.
125/16
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on 2 February 2017, 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall.
It was AGREED to change the March meeting from the 2nd until the 9th as the Chair & Vice-Chair’s holiday arrangements clash.  
The meeting ended at 9.25 pm.

Signed
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Date: 2 February 2017
(Chairman) 
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