OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 5 MARCH 2015, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

PUBLIC SESSION:

During this session Cllr Caswell talked about the misleading article reported in the Mercury with regard to Magnox and nuclear waste issues. He issued a statement as Chairman of the SSG. This is appended to the minutes.









Dist Cllr Caswell left the meeting at 7.15pm

PCSO G.Long and her colleague PCSO C.Hinchliffe arrived at 7.35pm. G.Long reported complaints from residents of School Lane concerning inconsiderate parking of parent’s vehicles during pick up times for the school children. Georgina will work with the new Head to try and resolve this. It is recognised that parking is a problem not just at the School but throughout the Village; common sense and the need to park sensibly, is required.








PCSOs Long and Hinchliffe left the meeting at 7.55pm

PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), Tim Jones (Vice-Chairman), Dick Best, Mervyn Brown, Paul Gripton, Liz Sidebotham, Reg Wilkes (from 7.40pm), Dist Cllr Mike Caswell, Aly Prowse (Clerk).  

123/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr John Edney and Dist Cllr Julie Pay.

124/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5.2.15:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

125/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.  

126/14
WARD REPORTS:

There were no Ward reports.

127/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
There were no planning matters.

128/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £997; Business A/C £8149; Reserve A/C £6309. 

2. The following payments were AGREED:

Clerk’s Salary

£274.83

(February inc. including £28.05 other costs)

A.Prowse (Dell Computing)
£527 plus VAT
(Lap top computer)

Village Hall


£241

(Balance to agreed annual payment of £400) 

Nb Members AGREED to pay the Village Hall a one-off annual payment of £400 from 1.4.15. 

129/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):

a) No 1 - Affordable Housing. This will be incorporated within the revised Community Plan.

b) No 5 – Street Lighting at Combwich Junction. Alyn Jones advised we await the forthcoming report of the C182 survey. If nothing positive comes from this report, we could try applying for funding from the “wider” Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation fund.  

c) No 7 – Combwich Buoy. The Environment Agency (EA) has approved the site for the buoy on the flood bank opposite the Village Hall. A base will need to be built. Action Ongoing.

d) No 8 – Disabled car parking spaces. The grass verges beyond these spaces are starting to look a mess as a consequence. We will review the effectiveness of these bays in the autumn 2015. 

e) No 9a – Steart Flood Markers. Cllr Edney has chased this action with R.Newby (Highways). 

No 9b – Raise the road in Steart. Contact Cllr Edney to determine the probability of this action: Action: Clerk.
f) No 10 – ASB issues. Cllr Edney is pursuing the action to find out which agency is responsible for the property in question. Action continues (Cllr Edney).
g) No 11 – Cannington Playing Field. Explore joint usage; this will be considered in conjunction with OPPT options.

h) No 12 – Further update by EDF on Combwich Wharf. This has been delayed until various external factors have been resolved. Action: Complete.
i) No14 - Erection of the ‘No Parking’ signs on the Combwich track. Action continues (P.Gripton). 

j) No 16 – Enhancements

a) Grit bin. Filled and in place (Otterhampton Hill). Action complete.
b) Play Area bench. A bench has been selected at a cost of £233.95 plus VAT. R.Prowse has volunteered to erect it but will need to purchase some angle iron to secure the fixings underground. Action: Clerk. 

c) Wildflower bench. The group has selected a bench but is just finalising the finances.

d) Memorial bench. The family of Mr Borsay have selected a bench and are happy with our suggested location on the site of the old buoy. They would like us to order it together with a plaque. Action: Clerk.
k) No 17 – A Laptop computer has been purchased for £526.50 plus VAT which includes the software. A quote to purchase a new printer at a special offer of £165 (plus VAT) plus a £60 cash back if 2 x multi packs of printer cartridges are purchased, was APPROVED. Action: Clerk
l) No 18 – D.Best has written to the Tidal Lagoon Company inviting them to a meeting on 11.6.15 and is waiting for a response.

m) No 19 - Meeting with J.Sargent. This has been arranged for 11.3.15. Action complete
n) No 20 – Letters to M.Layton, M.Lloyd-Williams and S.Barton have been sent. Action complete.
o) No 21 – Status of SSSI Management Agreement. Natural England (NE) has sent the latest Agreement dated 1999. A meeting with NE for the third week in April will be arranged if possible. Action: Clerk.
130/14
MEETING REPORTS:

1. 12.2.15 – SALC (Clerk)

This meeting mostly covered the Election process and the implications of the Transparency Code. We were also advised to start factoring out the Council Tax Support Grant from the Precept (approx. £900 for us). It will be unlikely that small parish councils will have their Precepts capped. 

2. 13.2.15 Coastal Access Path (B.Leathwood)

Barry met with A.Stevenson (SCC) regarding the proposed locations for the finger posts directing walkers to the coastal routes. These posts have since been erected on the Common and elsewhere.

3. 25.2.15 OPPT (P.Gripton)

a)
The leaflet requesting ideas for CIM expenditure is currently being printed and planned for delivery to each household by 13.3.15; returns are requested by 31.3.15.

b)
An invitation had been extended to the existing OCPSG to attend a joint meeting on 25.3.15 to discuss the open day (planned for May / June) and the Community Plan update.

c)
A joint meeting of the parish council and OPPT will be held with J.Sargent from the Somerset Community Foundation on 11.3.15.     

4. 26.2.15 Transport Forum (T.Jones):

a)
The workshop that preceded the meeting was a discussion on the major road works in Bridgwater. SDC and EDF are to discuss carrying out all three together or two and one.

b)
The Taunton Rd/Broadway work is slightly delayed.

c)
Cannington bypass work is going well. The park and ride is due to commence July 2015.

d)
Of the 78 abnormal indivisible loads (AILs) there have been problems with just 3; Hinkley C is now coordinating AILs for Hinkley A, B and C stations.

e)
There is no timescale as yet for Combwich wharf works.

f)
Remedial works are to be carried out on the C182. 

g)
The buses transporting Hinkley C staff to site cannot be used for other workers due to insurance considerations. 

h)
The next quarter going forward will look at the cycle path proposals. 

i)
In future, draft minutes will be published as soon as possible; the next meeting will focus on minor road schemes.

We sent a letter to L.Hacking (Highways) copied to A.Jones (SCC) regarding safety concerns along the C182 from Combwich to the Otterhampton turn-off. L.Hackling advised he had checked with the traffic engineer who told him that the sweeping bend was built to appropriate standards in the 1960s and should not require any warning signs. He would welcome our views. We will respond advising of the considerable changes since then and also of the number of accidents and near misses that have occurred along this stretch; that in our opinion warrants safety precautions. Action: Clerk
5. 27.2.15 Environment Agency (EA) (B.Leathwood):

We had a useful meeting with S.Scadden of the EA. He approved the site for the buoy and the memorial bench. Following the recent vegetation maintenance, the EA will return to remove the roots and reseed the area. Vegetation clearance will then be carried out twice a year. We agreed to keep tidy the area around the buoy and benches. 

6. 3.3.15 SDC Training (Clerk)

This mostly covered requirements for the forthcoming Election and items from the Code of Conduct including dispensations, personal disclosure of interests, recording of meetings and officer decisions. The Clerk will circulate the presentation slides to members when they are received.

131/14
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:


11.3.15 – Parish Council, OPPT, J.Sargent (Somerset Community Foundation)

30.4.15 – Transport Forum 

14.5.15 – Parish Council Annual Meeting (one week later than normal because of the Election)  


14.5.15 – Community Forum

11.6.15 – Steart Forum

132/14
PARISH NEWSLETTER:

Hinkley B has agreed to print the newsletter. The Clerk has written to D.Stokes to clarify the admin arrangements. B.Leathwood has emailed the previous volunteers requesting they confirm their ongoing interest. A meeting will be arranged in due course. 

133/14
MAGNOX –BRIDGWATER MERCURY REPORT:

1. M.Brown thought that Cllr Caswell’s statement covered the concerns of Members (including skip milling) who may have felt the presentation we received from R.Schroder at the previous meeting was inconsistent with the report in the Bridgwater Mercury. 

2. He circulated a recently produced article by Magnox Ltd on the impact of the proposed Magnox waste strategy at Hinkley Point A. The revised proposals, including skip-milling trials, may need planning approvals. This is a serious issue that will need to be discussed by the parish council, but members felt we should wait until the formal consultation. 

3. D.Best asked how the different levels of waste are determined i.e at what point does low level waste becomes intermediate level waste. M.Brown will try and find a definitive answer. Action: M.Brown
4. M.Brown will be remaining as Vice-Chairman of the SSG until at least October 2015 and although not formally representing us, will endeavour to keep us informed.

134/14
FORTHCOMING ELECTIONS:
The Clerk has nomination papers and the latest Electoral Register. Nomination papers must be submitted to SDC by 4pm on the 9 April. Members indicated whether they are likely to stand or not. If insufficient people stand, we will have the opportunity to co-opt at meetings after the Election, up to 28 June. After this period if we still don’t have a full council, we will have to proceed with the casual vacancy process. 

135/14
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent:

a) SALC - Neighbourhood Planning course on 16 and 23 March 2015. The Clerk may attend if free.

b)  SCC – Somerset Minerals Plan to 2030 was adopted on 18.2.15.

c) Highways – Maintenance on C182 for 9 nights from 9.3.15 (between Coultings and Stockland).

d) SDC delivered sandbags and gloves which have been placed in the parish council garage.

e) Somerset Community Foundation – Community voluntary car scheme workshop. The Clerk said if we wished to go down this route, she has all the necessary information.

f) We advised WSC that we did not support the Sea Angling CIM application.

g) Letters to M.Layton, M.Lloyd-Williams, S.Barton and R.Schroder.

h) WSC Local Plan to 2032. This will be circulated to members.

2. For Discussion:

a) Broadband – Write to SCC to ask what the intentions are for Steart and Otterhampton. Action: Clerk. D.Best said there are 2 or 3 households in Steart that are supplied via a microwave link. He will contact the company to find out the costs to supply other households. Action: D.Best.
b) Hinkley C Consultation EN010001, non-material changes to the Development Consent Order. P.Gripton said this is related to buildings within the site and will not affect us.

c) Mobile Library Consultation. Stops will be retained at Otterhampton School and Steart. The other four stops will be combined into two, at the Post Office and Combwich harbour. We will respond that we are happy with this arrangement. Action: Clerk.
136/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison:

M.Brown’s report from the NDA meeting for SSG Chairs and Vice-Chairs in Warrington on 24.2.15 was previously circulated to members. 

2. Hinkley C Development:

There was nothing further to add.

3. Village Hall (L.Sidebotham):

Some members of the Committee are taking over the running of the Combwich Market, so although it looked to be in danger, it will continue for now.

4. Steart Ward (D.Best):

a)
The state of the road is a constant source of concern, both with subsidence and with disruption of the road surface. A current developing subsidence associated with burrows presents a potential danger and urgent action from Highways has been requested.

b)
WWT is advertising the post of manager for Steart Marshes to replace T.McGrath. Members agreed that Tim had done a terrific job bringing the scheme to fruition.

c)
A number of gates are in place in readiness for the opening of the Coastal Access Path network.

d)
The next Steart Forum is on 11.6.15. It is hoped a representative of the Tidal Lagoon Company is able to attend.

5.    OPRA (B.Leathwood):

There is a struggle to recruit new volunteers. The AGM is on 20.3.15.

6 Other:
B.Hemmings, Head of Otterhampton School, is retiring at the end of the term after 12 years in post. It was AGREED to send a letter thanking her for her contribution. Action: Clerk
137/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Thursday 2 April 2015, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 

The meeting ended at 9.20pm.


[image: image1.jpg]






2 April 2015
Signed:……………………………………………………..

Date:………………………………. 

(Chairman) 
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