OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON 
THURSDAY 5 NOVEMBER 2015
 AT 
OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL
PUBLIC SESSION:

B.Sparkes asked if there is anything the parish council could do to help solve the inconsiderate parking which at times blocks his drive. He was advised to contact Highways in the first instance to ask if he was eligible for ‘broken white lining’ either side of his drive and the Police if the access is completely blocked. We will also put a general message in Otter Tales to ask residents to park considerately.
PCSO GEORGINA LONG:

Georgina explained the new organisation for the Sedgemoor South Neighbourhood Policing Team which consists of one Sergeant, 3 PCs and 4 PCSOs. One person will be on duty every day and there is now a centralised mail box which is also checked every day; the address to be emailed to the Clerk. Action: G.Long. Georgina was informed of an abandoned car in Combwich and suspected drug activity by visiting vehicles to Steart. Please continue to report items to Georgina, phone 101 or 999 in an emergency.
PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), John Berry, Dick Best, Bob Birkenhead, Julie Evans, Dist Cllr Julie Pay, PCSO Georgina Long, Aly Prowse (Clerk) and 3 members of the public.

76/15
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from Heath Bennett, Cllr John Edney, and Dist Cllr Mike Caswell.
77/15
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 1.10.15:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

78/15
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN:

J.Berry was proposed by J.Evans, seconded by D.Best. All Members were in favour so John was duly elected.

79/15
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
80/15
WARD REPORTS:

1. Cllr Pay reminded members of the Sedgemoor Core Development Plan consultation which closes 18.12.15. Nether Stowey has arranged a presentation of the Plan; we could also request one if required.

2. There is a new local loan scheme for first time house buyers, for up to £10k, from the EDF Housing fund. The information link to be emailed to the Clerk so we can advertise to parishioners. Action: Cllr Pay.






Cllr Pay and PCSO Long left the meeting at 7.20pm 
81/15
PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY:

The vacancy will be advertised on 6.11.15. The closing date is 11.12.15. The provisional date for informal interviews is 15/16 December with formal co-option at the 7.1.16 meeting. D.Best said he had always been a little concerned at the lack of representation from Otterhampton. He has someone in mind who he will approach to gauge their interest. Members will generally try to encourage people to apply.

82/15
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. There had been no planning applications during the month.
2. The Clerk attended the planning training on 20.10.15. She mentioned that under the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) presentation, it was suggested that for those Councils without a Local Development Plan, if a list of the top five priorities for the parish was submitted to Sedgemoor District Council (SDC), it would be considered in the light of any future development monies. This could be compiled from our Community Plan in conjunction with the Otterhampton Parish Project Team work.

3. The Local Development Plan will be discussed at the Precept meeting. The proposed Local Enforcement Plan together with the Local Validation Checklist will also be considered. All three documents will be sent to members prior to the meeting. Action: Clerk. 
83/15
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1080.25; Deposit A/C £15399.35; Reserve A/C £7000.00.
2. Bank Mandate – In progress.
3. The following payments were AGREED:

A.Prowse

£276.35

(Clerk’s salary for October, including £14.21 admin costs)
B.Birkenhead
£18.49

(Solar light for bus shelter)
Bridgwater Mowers
£256.00

(New lawn mower for village gardener)
B.Johnson

£16.67

(Paint for buoy)

Pains Fireworks
£739.20

(OPRA)

4. The Clerk explained the VAT situation should the Play Area go ahead. We will have to fund the VAT element on invoice payments which could be circa £20k.We can of course claim the VAT back from HMRC, but this could take 4 – 6 weeks to action. Therefore if we don’t spend any unbudgeted items, defer other non-urgent items and include the Precept due early April, we should be able to meet the VAT payments. 
5. A separate meeting will be held to discuss the Precept. This will be on 9.12.15, 7pm, at the Village Hall.

84/15
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):
a) No 1 – Bus Shelter repairs. This work will be deferred until the situation with the Play Area is confirmed.   

b) No 2 – Emergency Plan. This will now be looked at in the spring.
c) No 9d – Raise road in Steart. This item to be deleted as it is highly unlikely to proceed.

d) No 13 – Parish Lengthman. B.Leathwood and the Clerk attended a meeting with Cannington Parish Council on 4.11.15. It was agreed to submit an expression of interest (EOI) form to the Hinkley CIM fund as a joint initiative (1/3rd Otterhampton and 2/3rd Cannington) recognising that if the EOI was approved, there would be a number of issues to be resolved. Cannington will take the lead.
e) No 15 – Insurance claim. The claimants have asked us not to remove the trees until the assessor’s report is issued as unless the trees are the cause of the damage, they would prefer them to remain. We will need to consider the implications once the report is issued. 
2. Arrange Event Once Buoy Complete.
This event is likely to be in the spring, possibly linked to the Children’s Play Area (if this goes ahead).

3. WebberBus Meeting

a) A meeting with WebberBus and SCC has been arranged on 17.11.15 at 3pm. B.Leathwood, J.Berry and the Clerk will attend, plus J.Young and J.Selway as user representatives. B.Birkenhead offered to catch the bus from Cannington to ensure the 2.50pm bus had to stop at Combwich (post meeting Bob advised he will now be unavailable). 
b) Consultation on Local Bus Services and Concessionary Fares. Our bus service times do not appear to be affected, but the concessionary fare proposal reductions from 50% to 25% may affect our residents and also the proposed community car scheme. To include at the Precept meeting
4. Highway’s Matters

a) 20mph - J.Berry will compile an article for Otter Tales regarding a suggested voluntary speed limit of 20mph for Combwich and to request parishioner’s views. With reference to Mr Sparke’s comments in the public forum, he will also include a request for considerate parking. Action: J.Berry
b) ‘A’ boards - The situation appears to have improved. Highways concern is any impact to road safety; for instance ideally, they should be positioned 2 meters from the road side so that visibility whilst turning into the village is not impaired. The situation will be monitored.

c) Wildflower Meadow – An email was sent to the wildflower group by a village resident complaining about the untidiness of the meadow. The Clerk contacted Mrs M.Lloyd-Brown who advised the group has acknowledged the complainant’s email, but further discussion is to take place.

d) We are still awaiting a response from Highways with regard to the suggested change of priority at the Church Hill with Brookside Rd junction. The Clerk has chased Highways for a response.

5. Combwich Track – Maintenance

a) Parking

B.Leathwood produced a template for a parking permit should members wish to go ahead with the proposal. Only 3 people have asked if they might park on the track, so take-up is expected to be small. The suggested criteria is:- available only to our parishioners; can only be used in conjunction with blue badge holders (must be displayed); applications must be made in writing to the Clerk; non-transferable; the scheme will go ahead on a 12 month trial period, although we retain the right to withdraw the scheme at any time. The criteria will be finalised at the next meeting, with a potential implementation date of 1.1.16. As a matter of courtesy, we will speak to residents along the track. Action: Clerk
b) Maintenance

The Environment Agency (EA) confirmed that it will not contribute funding towards the upkeep of the track. The track is in a very bad state of repair and could possibly be dangerous. B.Birkenhead believes we should effect repairs sooner rather than later, even though the work is unbudgeted. It was AGREED to obtain quotes giving a couple of options to include part and/or all of the track to the gate; a ‘simple’ repair of just filling in the potholes or a longer term solution. Action: Clerk
6. Projector/Projection Facilities at Parish Council Meetings

B.Leathwood said that OPRA has purchased a projector which we may be able to loan from time to time.  
7. SCC Health and Wellbeing Budget.

It was suggested we could apply for a funding contribution towards the community car scheme or a bicycle rack at the play area. We have until January to apply. Forms to be obtained from Cllr Edney. Action: Clerk
85/15
DEFIBRILLATOR:
D.Best advised the Ambulance Service now has an accreditation scheme which would be advantageous to us if we qualify as this would include the monitoring of the defibrillator on–line. Currently, monitoring is being carried out by 4 qualified nurses from the team of 5. Dick is keen to organise a further training session to educate more people in its use plus the ability to administer resuscitation. The Fire Service could carry out the training, at an estimated cost of £150. Dick will find out more and report at the next meeting. Action: D.Best. B.Leathwood suggested we might look at installing defibrillators in Otterhampton and Steart, perhaps from CIM funding. Hill House and Stockland Church have them and it has also been mentioned to WWT at Steart Marshes.

86/15
PROPOSED CHILDREN’S PLAY AND RECREATION AREA:
Wicksteed is the preferred tenderer. Two out of the three external funding applications have been submitted. Once the outcome of these is known, the final bid to the Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) will be submitted. Aside from our grant of £2500, OPRA has donated £1000 towards the recreation shelter. The project will cost around £95000. Subject to grant funding, work is planned to start April 2016 with completion May 2016. The next OPPT meeting is on 16.11.15, where the design of the recreation shelter and other minor amendments will need to be agreed as we are meeting the Contractor on 19.11.15 to finalise the design.
87/15
ENHANCEMENT GROUP:
The idea of an enhancement group was discussed. This might include a couple councillors, plus various people from the community, say the village gardener, possibly someone from the wildflower group and other volunteers. Its purpose would be to identify and possibly carry out/arrange (some) enhancement projects in the parish. The Clerk advised that following the recent insurance claim, we need to have a tree maintenance schedule which would start with mapping out the trees we are responsible for and then carrying out periodic inspections. This could be part of the group’s remit. This initiative will be explored at future meetings. 
88/15
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:
3.12.15 – Operation HAROLD (Hinkley Alternative Routes Operating Local Diversions) presentation. 
9.12.15 – Precept 

16.11.15 – OPPT

89/15
MEETING REPORTS:
8.10.15
Steart Forum. D.Best said the Forum is well attended by local and other statutory bodies. Items
included the possible issue of fracking licenses between Minehead & Burnham-On-Sea; coastal access path and the cycle route from Combwich to Hinkley. Dick also advised the Bristol Port Company (BPC) has until 2020 to meet its planning obligations. The BPC has invested a lot of money so there is the feeling that it will go ahead. There are rumours that coastal marsh creation is still required by the EA.    
15.10.15
Community Forum. Dick advised that there is considerable funding available from the Quantock 

Landscape Development Fund (EDF sponsored) and perhaps we should consider potential projects. Dick is looking at new bird hides at Steart (village end). Other ideas could include extending/tidying up the ‘Brownie copse’. B.Birkenhead will have a walk around the parish to identify possible projects. The next meeting is on 14.1.16 at the new meeting rooms in Cannington Court. Dick is unable to attend but Bob will go instead. D.Campbell to be advised. Action: Clerk.
30.10.15
SSG. J.Berry said the meeting was well attended. He was impressed by the positive preoccupation with 

safety and mentioned the immense detail involved in the dismantling of a power station including a 120 year planning cycle. He is very interested in the whole process and will commit to attend. B.Leathwood said we will need to advise M.Brown of John’s decision to be our SSG representative as technically it is still Mervyn. This will not affect Mervyn’s role as Vice-Chairman. Action: B.Leathwood. The Clerk will advise Gemma Coombs (SSG secretary). Action: Clerk
27.10.15
Parish Cluster Meeting. The Clerk said the meeting is very useful and well attended. Sue 

Mountstevens will be invited to the next meeting to discuss anti-social-behaviour and policing in rural areas. The next meeting is on 23.2.16. 
2.11.15 Community Car Scheme. There are plenty of drivers, a treasurer, but just one volunteer co-ordinator. A request for more co-ordinators will be placed in Otter Tales. The scheme will be a great community asset particularly for those without their own or access to transport, at a time when public transport is in serious decline. The scheme will include Combwich, Otterhampton, Steart and Stockland Bristol. 

90/15
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent (excluding items covered by agenda or action list):

a) From SCC – Consultation on local bus service and discretionary concessionary fare consultation (see minute 84/15/3).
b) SCC Press release – Population pressure adds to budget challenge.

c) From Hinkley B – Advising a barge delivery of transformer units at Combwich wharf on 10.11.15.

d) From SALC – Further Good Councillor Training sessions available to members.

e) From Sedgemoor Home Start - Requesting a donation. Agenda item next meeting. Action: Clerk
f) From EDF Hinkley C – Partial opening of Cannington bypass on 28.10.15 and closure of some lanes.

g) EDF Hinkley C – Press release re Chinese investment decision.

h) SCC ‘Learning and Listening’ questionnaire re Budget. To complete at Precept meeting. Action: All.
i) Letter to Stuart Mason, acknowledging his resignation.

j) From SDC – No take up from Councils for an annual legal advice scheme, so ad hoc services will be available at £100 per hour.

k) Highways – De-icing materials available at the Bridgwater depot on 21.11.15. Action: Clerk or D.Best.

l) From Highways – Guide to winter services in Somerset for 2015/16.

91/15
REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison (including SSG):

See minute 89/15. 
2. Steart Ward:
No further items of report. 

3. OPRA (B.Leathwood):

a) OPRA are busy organising the winter programme including the senior’s Christmas dinner on 5.12.15. The new innovation of making lanterns, which were lit and paraded prior to the firework display was very successful. 
b) OPRA are considering making a donation to G.Wigley for his work on the Combwich Website, which without his contribution, Barry believes the website would not be sustainable. Barry recommended we also consider a donation and suggested £100 so that Graeme could put towards software/hardware to use in connection with the Website and the IT courses he is planning to hold. This was AGREED as proposed by J.Evans and seconded by J.Berry. Action: Clerk
4. Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT) :

See minute 86/15.
5. Village Hall (H.Bennett) :

Nothing to report.  

6. Children’s Play Area: 
The play area inspections will be a separate agenda item at the next meeting. Action: Clerk.
7. School Liaison (J.Evans):

The new Head is settling in well and wants to get involved in the village. Julie spoke to him regarding the increasing number of vehicles taking and collecting children from School. He will include an article in the School newsletter trying to discourage parents from this practise where practicable. The School will be working towards a good OFSTED report. There are vacancies for School governors.
92/15
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
1. Children’s Play Area Inspections
93/15
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on 3 December 2015, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hal, commencing with a presentation by Avon and Somerset Police on its Operation HAROLD. 

The meeting ended at 9.50pm.
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Signed
………………………………………………..

Date: 3 December 2015
(Chairman) 
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