 OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

Held on

THURSDAY 6 APRIL 2017 AT OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL
EDF – COMBWICH WHARF UPDATE: (R.Edwards & S.Spolton):

Also in attendance J.Cooper & R.Miller, Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) and 10 members of the public.
The contract should be placed within the next ten days. The first few months will concentrate on programme planning to include traffic, noise and management of the project. The geotechnical investigation via a barge taking bores of soil samples will start early in quarter 3. This will take between 4-6 weeks and is unlikely to cause too much disruption. Early 2018 the construction and main works will begin in earnest e.g. link roads (otter underpass) new access road to the rear of the sailing club; gradually working across the river for the new quay and later back towards the village to refurbish the existing quay. Some of the dolphins will also be removed. In 2019 a berth bed will be constructed in the river for barges to sit on. The construction activity is likely to last 18-22 months with a required commission date of 2020.  Attendees asked about noise levels re piling and asked if in addition to pile hammers there is any intention to use impact piling. S.Spolton replied that currently there is no impact piling in the schedule but depending on what the soil samples reveal he could not completely rule it out, but if so, it would have to be within the permitted noise levels which are low.  R.Edwards advised that conditions including noise, lighting and working hours will be strictly controlled as per the Planning Consent. EDF, the Environment Agency and SDC are working closely together regarding any potential impact on the proposed Bridgwater Flood Barrier. The laydown area is under review and when there is certainty with the plans for this and the wharf, Ross will confirm to us in writing. He also reiterated EDF’s undertaking to fully engage with residents. 

PUBLIC SESSION:
No items were raised.

PRESENT:

John Berry (Chairman), Dick Best (Vice-Chairman), Bob Birkenhead, Dave Cather, Julie Evans, Barry Leathwood, Rachel Perrett, County Cllr John Edney, District Cllr Julie Pay, Aly Prowse (Clerk). 2 members of the public. 
158/16
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

There were no apologies for absence.

159/16
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9.3.17:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

160/16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS:

There were no declarations of interest. Dispensations have now been added as a standard heading following the SDC Code of Conduct training. This is in case several members have an interest in an item which would then allow their full participation, instead of perhaps having to leave the room which could mean no representation on behalf of parishioners. Members were also reminded that it is better to be safe than sorry when it comes to declaring an interest, whether it be a disclosable pecuniary interest, financial or other. 
161/16
WARD REPORTS:

The Chairman acknowledged Cllr Edney’s last meeting prior to his retirement in May. As a token of our appreciation for all Cllr Edney’s help, support and guidance over the last 16 years, he presented him with a gift.
County Cllr Edney

Cllr Edney said he had been wrestling with speeding and safety issues along the C182 west of Cannington, on behalf of the various parishes, but advised that as accident levels along this stretch of road are low when compared to other areas, the Police are not actively supporting the request. He recognises the fight will continue to include safety enhancements at Biffens’s Corner. He finished by saying it had been a pleasure working with our Council which in the main had been a happy one with many happy meetings.
Dist Cllr Julie Pay
Cllr Pay reported the ‘All Parish Cluster’ meeting in February had been very useful. She believes the Quantock Cluster should have its own meeting at least once a year. She also recently attended Code of Conduct Training.








Cllrs Edney and Pay left the meeting at 7.20pm

162/16
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. 3/32/16/018 Building for storage of Intermediate Level Waste (ILW) at Hinkley A. APPROVED.
2. EPR/JP3122GM/V005 Vary Environmental Permit during Hinkley C Construction. AWAITING DECISION.
3. 39/17/00001
Erect Dwelling and Access, Plot 4, 9 Church Hill, Combwich. GRANTED (Subject to a number of conditions)

4. 13/17/00004 Retention of crenelated frieze on sunroof Beere Manor. NO OBSERVATIONS 
163/16
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Bank Balances - Current A/C £2305; Deposit A/C £3311; Reserve A/C £13200.  
2. The following payments were AGREED:

Mrs A Prowse

  £337.42
(March salary including £12.35 other costs)
Mr F Darch


£2000.00
(Steart Backrap Project – Grant funded)

SDC
  £334.46
(Empty dog bins Oct 2016 – Mar 2017)
Smilers
    £60.00
(3 boulders for small common by the Pill)

Otterhampton Village Hall
£1200.00
(Annual Maintenance Grant & Hall Hire)
JRB Enterprises
  £172.98
(6 x 800 dog glove bags)

K.Preston
  £185.00
(Gardening and Play Area Inspection Jan-Mar)

3. Year End Accounts

The Clerk had previously circulated the Budget Monitoring Statement and Year End Accounts to 31.3.17.

4. Annual Audit

Due to the short return date for the Annual Audit (24 May) it will need to be approved at the May meeting. The audit return is being prepared now; it will then go to our Internal Auditor before sending to members for review prior to the May meeting.  

164/16
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review of the Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):

a) No 8 - Safety Signage on bend at Dame Withycombe Hill. A response from G.Warren (Highways) is still awaited. Action Ongoing.

b) No 9 – Request 40mph speed limit from Rodway Hill to Otterhampton turn off. 
i. Our request was rejected based on a review of reported accidents on the C182 since the start of Hinkley C which concluded speed itself had not been a material factor; that the road does not meet Department of Transport criteria to impose a speed limit plus lack of support from the Police who following speed surveys, concluded that currently there is not a speeding issue.

ii. B.Birkenhead is unhappy and concerned at the visibility issue at Biffen’s Corner, as is D.Best who said A.Coupe’s response appeared to dodge this issue. Members felt this should be pursued. In addition R.Perrett raised the state of the verges and ruts along the C182, particularly between Combwich and Hinkley Point which are a safety hazard and a real danger for cyclists. The Chairman had recently spoken with J.Syvier who is equally concerned and wishes to take the complaint to a higher level and asked if our Council would support this stance. Members AGREED we should proceed jointly with Stockland Parish. Action: J.Berry   
c) No 10 – SDC Local Plan and SHLAA document.  Our response has been submitted to SDC.
d) No 11 – Dog Fouling Posters by School Children i) Due to the present situation at the School, this will now be considered as a long term action ii). R.Perrett said the person who we believed to be one of the offenders behind Brookside Rd has been approached and now hopefully understands that he should pick up after his dog.   
e) No 15 – Boulders on Common by the pill – Action Complete.
f) No 16 – Approve shrubs (with conditions) at Wharf Rd – Action Complete.

g) No 17 – Tree Maintenance Schedule. The Clerk has compiled the schedule and will put together a contract to go out to tender. Action: Clerk.   
h) No 19 – Combwich Ponds. B.Birkenhead and B.Leathwood have discussed the Deregulation Act issue but need to delve further. Our case lodged with SCC (including all the evidence submitted) is a long way off being considered. Bob will pursue with assistance from Barry. Action: Ongoing. 
2. PRoW/Common by Riverside
B.Birkenhead said he went on-line to register a defect regarding clearance of the footpath, and it had already been reported. 
165/16
PLAY AND RECREATION AREA:

Work to tarmac the entrance to the Play Area and install two bollards will commence on 24.417. The contractor will come out the day before to cordon off the area he will require to complete this work.

166/16
PARKING PERMITS AND VILLAGE GREEN ISSUES:


1. The Chairman advised that our current process to issue Permits will continue and as at last December, we will undertake the annual review to determine if the scheme will continue the following year. 
2. J.Evans requires a further stock of notices to place on vehicles parking on the track. We also need to speak to residents along the track to make them aware of the procedure. Action: Clerk.  
167/17
CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO WALL ALONG THE COMMON AT RIVERSIDE:

We believe the damage was carried out mid-to late March. The Clerk reported this to the Police who attended and made some local enquiries. M.Ingram carried out a speedy and excellent repair of the wall.
168/17
ENHANCEMENTS:
Annual Grounds Maintenance Contract - The lowest tender was from SDC Clean Surrounds, our existing contractor. Members AGREED to place the contract with them. Action: Clerk. 
169/16
HIGHWAYS:
1. Combwich Retaining Wall

The Clerk met the contractor on 28.3.17 to discuss the requirements and a price will follow shortly.

2. Verge Markers Adjacent to the Play Area

At the preliminary site meeting with the Contractor (Play Area), Mr Frost said he would be willing to install the markers for us at the same time. He advised the normal spacing between markers is 2.5m. Members AGREED that a wooden type marker would be conducive to the area and a site meeting for Members will be arranged to decide the length of verge to cover. Action: Clerk.
170/16
MEETING REPORTS:
15.3.17 – Twinning 
Only J.Berry and B.Leathwood attended. D.Cather said he would be willing to take this further and try to find out what is involved in setting up a twinning organisation. The Clerk said she would pass on a contact in the Stogursey Twinning which had been running successfully for almost 30 years.
27.3.17 – SDC Code of Conduct Training 

D.Best, B.Birkenhead and the Clerk attended. It had been quite a long, tiring session mainly because the room had been so hot. Presentation slides have been forwarded to Members and the main advice from the meeting was that if you only took one thing away, it would be to understand “Disclosable Pecuniary Interests”. 

4.4.17 – Bridgwater Tidal Barrier Scheme
This had been a useful and re-assuring meeting as far as the Combwich downstream defences are concerned in that the further away from Bridgwater you are located the less impact would be felt, plus there will be secondary flood defences near Combwich. B.Leathwood commented that this appeared to be a genuine consultation and the Environment Agency undertook to update us further as and when progress is made.

171/16
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:
12.4.17 – Village Hall AGM. It was AGREED not to appoint a representative on the management committee, although we will continue to have representation at meetings.
27.4.17 – Transport Forum
11.5.17 – Community Forum

172/16
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. General
a) Notification of temporary closure of part footpath BW25/31 and BW5/4 whilst sewerage works are carried out. The Order will come into effect on 5.5.17 and will remain in force for six months. 

b) SDC – Health and Wellbeing Strategy.

c) Free Bus Service – Email from E.Marriott with safety concerns regarding the drop off and pick up points of passengers on the main road. She subsequently advised the Clerk that she had spoken to the Bus Company (as had others) who agreed with immediate effect to use the bus shelter at Crossways. The Clerk wrote to EDF to thank them for the free service, including a thank you to the bus company for its consideration, and also that if a review of the bus service is to take place that consideration is given to extend the period of time one could spend in Bridgwater i.e. the earliest bus in and the latest bus out only gives 1.5 hours in Bridgwater.

d) Avon and Somerset Police – New text number to combat rural crime 07492 888109. This will be placed on notice boards and in Otter Tales.

e) SDC – Conservation Area leaflet and Listed Building information.

f) SDC – SDC Councillor Vacancy Notice.

g) SDC – Notices for SCC Election 4.5.17.

h) Letter to Somerset Coast Advice Partnership in support of its bid to EDF for CIM funding.

2. SDC Public Space Protection Orders Consultation
The Play Area is already covered by an existing Dog Exclusion Order which is considered crucial. Members did not identify any other amendments.

3. Contact email addresses for the community.
B.Leathwood has a list of 141 names for OPRA notifications. We occasionally ask Barry to circulate something via this list for parish council business. Discussion ensued whether this list could be expanded to include a greater number of residents for use by the parish council. J.Evans said there may be Data Protection issues which would need to be resolved. Another issue is if we wanted to communicate with every house (e.g. SDC Local Plan Consultation) and only 40% had agreed to give consent for email addresses to be held, it would be really difficult to segregate email from hard copy addresses, so y2 ou would still need to deliver hard copy to every house. It was suggested a working group is set up to look at this or perhaps included as part of the Community Plan update.

4. Signs and Boards at Crossways, Combwich
This issue is raised from time to time when residents feel that too many or out of date advertising boards are erected at the entrance to the Village. We have received another formal written complaint. The parish council always has a dilemma regarding this issue as we do not want to stifle our businesses in the parish, but do agree at times that too many boards can be a distraction at this potentially dangerous junction and on occasion, some boards are left up too long after an event. Highways own the land (so our approach can only be advisory) but they are not overly concerned unless signs interfere with visibility or cause an obstruction of the Highway. It was AGREED to draft a letter to businesses and organisations explaining the issues and asking to limit boards to a minimum; not putting up too early say more than 2 weeks prior to an event, and to remove say within a day after the event. A response will also be sent to the complainant. Action: Clerk
173/16
REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison
Nothing to report.

2. Steart Ward (D.Best)
Sea buckthorn – most of this work has been carried out; what remains to be done is mostly tidying up, the respray of any growth and tree planting next spring. D.Best thanked the funders, parish council and Steart residents for their help. The Tower Hide is undergoing a refurbishment that is due to finish mid-April.

3. OPRA (B.Leathwood)
At its recent AGM all the existing officers were reappointed and there are a number of forthcoming Easter activities including an Easter Egg Treasure Hunt for the children.

4. Village Hall
The AGM is on 12.4.17.

5. Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT)

A letter will be sent to OPPT members to explain the latest position. J.Sargent will be contacted at the end of April for a progress update. Action: Clerk.  
6. School Liaison (R.Perrett)
R.Perrett advised the Governors will submit an article to Otter Tales regarding Academy Status and she has also spoken to “Little Otters” suggesting they too, submit an article to Otter Tales. 
7. Public Rights of Way (B.Birkenhead)
In addition to minute 164/16/2 B.Birkenhead has reported a defect with a gate beyond School Lane. 

8. Otter Tales (B.Leathwood)
All contributors had met the deadline for the previous edition. The deadline for the next addition is 7 May.
9. Otter Wheels (B.Leathwood)
Almost 80 journeys have been undertaken. The scheme could benefit from another couple of drivers.

174/16
J.BERRY:

J.Berry announced he will be moving to Cyprus in February. If required, he is willing to continue as Chairman until nearer that date but recognises that it would be useful to elect a “Chairman-elect” to shadow him for 3 or 4 months before he leaves. D.Best re-affirmed that he would not be willing to stand as Chair. 
175/16
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on *TUESDAY 2 May 2017, 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. This will include the Annual Parish Assembly and the Annual Meeting.
The meeting ended at 9.10 pm.
Signed
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