OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL

 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 8 JANUARY 2015, IN OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL

PUBLIC SESSION:

No items were raised.
PRESENT:

Barry Leathwood (Chairman), Tim Jones (Vice-Chairman), Dick Best, Mervyn Brown, Paul Gripton, Liz Sidebotham, Aly Prowse (Clerk), Dist Cllr J.Pay. 

92/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from R.Wilkes, County Cllr John Edney and Dist Cllr Mike Caswell.
93/14
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4.12.14:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

94/14
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

M.Brown and T.Jones – agenda item 11 (minute 102/14)  

95/14
WARD REPORTS:

Cllr Pay reported that budgets were worked on during December but they have not been signed off yet, 

And that whilst there has been a period of quiet, it will start getting busier.

96/14
PLANNING MATTERS: 
39/14/00007 – Dwelling, 2 The Tower, Combwich. M.Brown reported that his Appeal has been turned 
down. 

97/14
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Balances - Current A/C £1450; Business A/C £9648; Reserve A/C £6309. 

2. The following payments were AGREED:

Clerk’s Salary

£259.50

(December, including £17.77 office expenses)
Otterhampton Village Hall
£60

(Hall hire for Parish Council meetings Jul – Dec 2014)

OPRA 


£20

(Printing contribution for CIM flier)
K.Preston


£144.14

(Gardening Oct-Dec, and £39.14 for safety helmet)
3. A cheque was received from Western Power for £3.90 (Wayleave payment)

4. The Budget Monitoring Statement to 31.12.14 was reviewed. The forecast £7600 credit balance is in line with planned projects identified during the Precept deliberations for 2015/16.

5. The 2015/16 Precept was submitted to Sedgemoor District Council on 16.12.14

6. The books are currently with the internal auditor checking the figures to 30.9.14. The Clerk advised that a member(s) should be checking the books quarterly. D.Best offered to do this.

98/14
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):
a) No 5a - Lights at the bus shelter. P.Gripton has installed the temporary solar light although at times it has not been working as it has been turned off. It is currently working. An email was received from B.Birkenhead regarding the light and also the provision of street lighting at the Combwich junction. The parish council has made enquiries with Somerset County Council (SCC) regarding the street lighting (minute 84/14/1/c) and P.Gripton also raised this matter at the Transport Forum (see minute 99/14/1below). Paul has responded to Mr Birkenhead. Paul added that we should give serious thought to a funding bid for the bus shelter due to its deterioration.
b) No 6 – Parish Newsletter. The Clerk contacted Magnox and was advised that photocopying is not permissible under the Socio Magnox Scheme. The purchase of a photocopier may be acceptable. This would need further thought regarding a location and whether it should be for community wide use. This is something we could raise with R.Schroder at the next meeting. An approach to D.Stokes (EDF) will also be made as EDF appear to copy the majority of local parishes’ newsletters. Action: Clerk. In the interim the Clerk has produced a parish council newsletter “; Otterhampton Offcuts”.
c) No 7 – Combwich buoy. The Chairman and Clerk will be visiting the Boat yard on 14.1.15 to review progress. The Clerk was advised that the metal cages were due to be sent to shot blasters.  
d) No 9 – Disabled car parking spaces. R.Newby (Highways) confirmed the work is in hand. Action ongoing.
e) No 12 – Somerset Minerals Plan Consultation. Action complete.
f) No 13 – Signage on OPRA barn. Action complete.
g) No 14 – Submit Precept to Sedgemoor District Council. Action complete.
h) No 17 – Write to S & R Wilkes. Action complete.
i) No 18 – Review Twenty Year Vision for Sedgemoor Economy. Action complete.
99/14
MEETING REPORTS:

1. Transport Forum 11.12.14 (P.Gripton)

The main item discussed was the Cycle route. It is pretty certain that the Cannington to Combwich stretch will proceed. However, the proposal for the route through Combwich and Steart Marshes looks unlikely. The main reason being the legal challenge and costs associated with land purchases and the lighting requirement which would be incompatible with the nature reserve. A new feasibility study for a route from Combwich to Hinkley Point along the C182 will be undertaken, which will include potential road widening in certain places. This could provide an opportunity for street lighting at the Combwich junction, an initiative we will pursue through a letter to Alyn Jones (copy to B.Birkenhead). Action: P.Gripton/ T.Jones/Clerk.

2. Hinkley C Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) Meetings. (B.Leathwood):
An informal meeting was held on 6.1.15 primarily to discuss the volunteer response and to agree the next steps. 9 parishioners volunteered across all sectors of the parish. The team will spearhead the process and by starting now, we will have sufficient time to do the role properly. A first meeting of the team will be organised in the next couple of weeks. Action: Clerk
100/14
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:


14.1.15 – Burnham Marine Boat Yard

15.1.15 – Steart Forum

15.1.15 – EDF Community Forum


22.1.15 – Hinkley C Site Visit


27.1.15 – Parish Cluster 

101/14
VILLAGE ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR (ASB) PROBLEMS:

The Village seems to be quieter now. The main protagonists appear to be keeping away. B.Leathwood advised some minor damage had occurred behind the Village Hall before Christmas. It is not known if the incident was reported on 101. The situation needs to be watched closely, to hopefully prevent ASB rising to the levels of last year. 
102/14
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EA) WORKS AT HARBOURSIDE:
M.Brown outlined the background of previous ground clearance works and the problems that ensued. B.Leathwood saw the EA carrying out the works at the time (12.12.14) and asked what they were doing. He was advised they were checking the integrity of the flood bank and that they had consulted the immediate neighbours prior to carrying out the work. Barry noted they had not consulted the parish council. Mervyn said not all the residents had been consulted; the works were too drastic and he is unhappy that we had not been consulted. It was AGREED to write and complain to the EA. Action: Clerk   

103/14
PARISH ENHANCEMENTS:
1. Litter Bin for Children’s Play Area

The Clerk applied to SDC for match funding from the RLT2 fund balance (£99) but was advised that on this occasion SDC would pay for the bin in full. We will however need to pay £140 per annum to empty it. 
2. Bench for the Children’s Area

The bench will be purchased at the same time as the seat for the wildflower meadow. Action: Clerk 
3. Wildflower Meadow Seat

Consent has been received from Highways subject to formally accepting the conditions as per their letter of 23.12.14. These conditions are fairly standard and have been AGREED by the wildflower group and council members. Action: Clerk. Based on the parish council grant of up to £200, the wildflower group will need to choose a seat. It will be ordered together with the bench for the children’s play area. Action: Clerk 
4. Grit Bins

The grit bin for the storage of salt on Otterhampton Hill has been ordered at a cost of £149.50 plus VAT. Highways will fill the bin once it is in situ.

5. Memorial Seat

B.Leathwood has received an informal request to place a seat on the Common in memory of a recently deceased parishioner. We will await a letter to confirm this request. 
6. Parish Council Garage

Currently only B.Leathwood and the Clerk hold keys. It was AGREED that all councillors should hold keys in the event of an emergency. Action: Clerk 
104/14
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. Received/sent:

a) Christmas Card from SDC.

b) Somerset Local Access Forum - Recruitment for new members by 27.2.15 - No interest.

c) Somerset Library Consultation – Acknowledgment of our response.

d) Internal Drainage Board – Completion of works at Parsonage Side, Otterhampton.

e) Open Spaces Appeal – Requesting a donation for their 150th anniversary appeal – Declined.

f) A & S Police – Crime prevention advice following the recent spate of local Village Hall burglaries. This information has been passed to the Village Hall Committee and also Stockland Bristol.

2. For Discussion:
a) Bridgwater and District Civic Society
Members AGREED not to subscribe.
b) Department for Communities and Local Government - Transparency Code December 2014 
In addition to requirements we already fulfil, particularly financial, the new Code will require us to publish a list of members and their responsibilities (incuding Chairman & Vice-Chair) by the first of July each year; Member’s representation on external local public bodies (this is currently published on SDC website); and location of public land and building assets. These are deemed to be the Common, Wharf Rd, the barn at Brookside and the Bus Shelter. (B.Leathwood and the Clerk are meeting with G.Wigley on 15.1.15 to consider expanding the information on the Parish Council section of the Combwich Website, which will incorporate the above requirements).  

105/14 REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison:
M.Brown advised there have been no formal stakeholder meetings. However R.Shroder has introduced a ‘monthly hour’ for SSG members to speak with him. At the meeting before Christmas, Mr Schroder advised that the Cavendish Fluor Partnership has abandoned acid dissolution of Fuel Element Debris (FED); each Station will manage its own Intermediate Level Waste (ILW) on site via concrete encasement stores; in effect, reverting to the original planning consent. 
2. Hinkley C Development:
The availability of CIM funding appears has been further delayed; possibly to early spring, as EDF continues to seek and secure financial partners. Reportedly, £1B from £42B has been spent already. At the briefing by R. Edwards in November, it was suggested he revisit in January. There may not be much to tell us at this time, so we will speak to him about a possible date in March. Action: Clerk. 
3. Village Hall:
There was nothing to report.
4. Steart Ward:
D.Best advised that the Steart Marshes was very busy over the Christmas period judging by the car park at the compound which has been mostly full. The site is so big that it has accommodated all the visitors with little disruption.
5. OPRA
B.Leathwood reported the existing Chairman and his wife will be resigning in March 2015, so OPRA will be looking for volunteers to join the committee. Preparations are ongoing for Easter activities.

106/14
ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
1. Mr Ron Schroder (Magnox A Director) will be attending.

2. Laptop and printer for Clerk. In terms of capacity and speed, the existing laptop is struggling to cope as new requirements (e.g HMRC PAYE programme, GIS on line mapping system) have been loaded. Printing requirements have also changed and increased (e.g “Otterhampton Offcuts”). We could probably upgrade to a suitable printer for £70 - £80. The Clerk will carry out research for lap tops and printers and report to the next meeting. Action: Clerk 
107/14
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on Thursday 5 February 2015, at 7.00pm at Otterhampton Village Hall. 
The meeting ended at 8.55pm.
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5 February 2015
Signed:……………………………………………………..

Date:………………………………. 

(Chairman) 
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