 OTTERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

on

THURSDAY 9 MARCH 2017 AT OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL
PUBLIC SESSION – Sedgemoor Local Plan to 2032:
28 members of the public attended which provided the opportunity for feedback to Sedgemoor’s Local Plan and the latest Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment document issued January 2017. The parish council distributed a handout of the key elements from both documents and invited attendees to comment. Much of the discussion surrounded the identified ‘opportunity’ in the SHLAA for the build of up to 150 houses between Brookside Rd and the School.  
· Community Plan status – this has some weight (not as much as a Local Neighbourhood Plan). The Plan does need to be revised which is hoped can be incorporated into the work of the Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT). Residents will have the opportunity to contribute to the Plan, which will also include affordable housing needs. 
· Combwich Wharf – restate Policy D26 (residential amenity) to apply to any Combwich Wharf development. The wharf belongs to EDF who will continue to use the wharf beyond the Hinkley C build to transport big items of plant eg transformers for Hinkley B. The Hinkley jetty will provide for 80% of aggregate to come in by sea. 
· Housing West of Bridgwater – traffic implications; inadequate road infrastructure; lack of public transport beyond Cannington.

· Business Rates from Hinkley Point are not allocated to Sedgemoor as the power stations are in West Somerset. 
· SHLAA – bearing in mind the 150 houses are at this stage only an “opportunity” on land identified as available by the land owner, any development would be in accordance with the affordable housing need ratio and parish council approval. Items in general that were raised included if and where a new access road would be located; a safe cycle route to the School; the possibility of a new village hall (part of any S106 considerations); building outside the existing development boundary; possible housing for an ageing population; the School field appears to be included; flood risk from run off down the hill into the brook and Public Rights of Way (PRoW) considerations.

· A “Village Statement” (which carries more weight than a Community Plan) could be prepared which would allow us to have a say in the design of houses in any future development.  

· Cllr Caswell recommended people respond to the consultation as people’s views are important. The closing date of the consultation is 5pm on 17.3.17. The Local Plan will be revisited every 5 years. 
· The audience were in unanimous support that the parish council submit a response based on the points identified in the prepared handout for both the Local Plan and the SHLAA, adding that any development consider the additional flood risk and the provision of housing for elderly persons. Action: Clerk
One other item was raised regarding the notices placed on cars parked in Brookside Rd. This is being carried out by EDF staff trying to dissuade those Hinkley C workers driving into the village to park before catching the bus to Hinkley Point.   

PRESENT:

John Berry (Chairman), Bob Birkenhead, Dave Cather, Julie Evans, Barry Leathwood, Rachel Perrett, District Cllrs Mike Caswell and Julie Pay, Aly Prowse (Clerk).









Cllr Pay left the meeting at 7.40pm

142/16
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

Apologies for absence were received from County Cllr J Edney and D.Best.
The Clerk said that Cllr Edney will be at the next meeting on 6.4.17, which will be his last before retirement. Members expressed their thanks and appreciation to Cllr Edney over his many years as our County Ward Councillor. Cllr Caswell echoed these comments adding that Cllr Edney had provided an excellent service in the Sedgemoor/Quantock Ward.
143/16
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 2.2.17:

The minutes were APPROVED and signed by the Chairman. 

144/16
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

There were no declarations of interest.
145/16
WARD REPORTS:

County Cllr Caswell
1. Feedback would be appreciated on the Sedgemoor Local Plan.

2. The Council is now entering “Purdah” a period of non-political activity in the run up to the election on 4 May; councillors will attend parish council meetings but cannot promulgate support of any political party.

3. The budget for 2017/18 has been approved by Full Council. There will be a small increase in Council Tax.

146/16
PLANNING MATTERS: 
1. 3/32/16/018 Building for storage of Intermediate Level Waste (ILW) at Hinkley A. AWAITING DECISION.
2. EPR/JP3122GM/V005 Vary Environmental Permit during Hinkley C Construction. AWAITING DECISION.
3. 39/16/00012 Erect general purpose agricultural building, Moxhill Farm. APPROVED.
4. 39/17/00001
Erect Dwelling and Access, Plot 4, 9 Church Hill, Combwich. AWAITING DECISION. 








Cllr Caswell left the meeting at 8pm
147/16
FINANCIAL MATTERS:

1. Bank Balances - Current A/C £1338; Deposit A/C £8435; Reserve A/C £8575.   
2. The following payments were AGREED:

Mrs A Prowse

  £337.45
(February salary including £12.34 other costs)
Mr F Darch


£1000.00
(Steart Backrap Project – Grant funded)

Hill House
    £20.00
(Use of facilities for Steart Forum 15.2.17)
B.Birkenhead
    £82.50
(Brass plaque(s) for Combwich buoy)

Mr F Darch
£1000.00
(Phase 2 Steart Backrap Project)
(Advanced authorisation was given to raise a cheque for £2000 re phase 3 payment to F.Darch when 

funds are received from SCC – which will be before the next parish council meeting).

 INCOME
  £950.00
(Various cheques re Steart Backrap project)


  £931.00
(Magnox grant re Steart Backrap project)
148/16
ITEMS FROM THE LAST MEETING:

1. Review Action List (for actions not covered by the agenda):

a) No 6 – Combwich Buoy. Additional plaque and refurbish old one. Action Complete.
b) No 8  
Safety Signage on bend at Dame Withycombe Hill. G.Warren (Highways) was emailed on 14.2.17 to request the reflective markers be extended further down the hill. Response awaited. Action Ongoing.
SID Results. The results for readings taken 23.2.17 – 2.3.17 revealed that the average speeds recorded were 23mph/24mph. The majority of vehicles travelled between 15-20mph (43%), followed by 20-25mph (35%), then 25-30mph (12%) and 10-15mph (10%). There were no vehicles recorded within the speed category 35-40mph or above. No further action at this time, but potential speeding issues will be kept under review. 
c) No 9 – Request 40mph speed limit from Rodway Hill to Otterhampton turn off. The Clerk wrote to A.Coupe who advised he has passed the request to Highways colleagues for consideration.

B.Birkenhead read a Hinkley B staff briefing in which a question to management was 'Why are buses travelling on the C182 not allowed to exceed 40mph as it means that cars had to overtake them'. Bob wrote to the Station Director stating that staff should be urged not to overtake large vehicles travelling at 40mph as there is insufficient visible space to do so safely. (The Director agreed to address this issue at the next weekly briefing.
d) 10 – Write to J.Sargent (Somerset Community Foundation) re potential meeting. A meeting will be arranged once the formal agreement has been signed off with EDF. Justin will keep us informed.
e) No 17 – Combwich Ponds. B.Birkenhead will review the information in light of the approaching deadline re the Deregulation Act. Action: Ongoing. 
The Clerk has spoken to Mr J Hill who said he would have a conversation with us re access to the Ponds if we could address the security of the Ponds (vehicle parking; equipment; some form of secure entrance gates; health and safety issues re pond water). This may be considered at some point, but not to the detriment of the existing case we have lodged with SCC.
149/16
SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL (SDC) LOCAL PLAN TO 2032:

This was addressed in the Public Session. 

150/16
PLAY AND RECREATION AREA:

Following the regular inspections of the Play Area, K.Preston brought to our attention the ground condition beneath some of the safety surfacing. It was decided to review the whole area (including the indentation outside the fencing by the slide) after the first winter as it is known that the ground becomes saturated in wet weather, but normally settles as the ground dries. We can then decide if and what action we need to take.
151/16
ENHANCEMENTS:
1. The Common by Riverside Farm.

a) The Chairman has dealt with the letter we received from the residents of Riverside Farm, apologising for any upset and misunderstanding at the comments in the minutes of 5.1.17.

b) The overgrown hedge running beyond Riverside Farm in parallel with the brownie copse does conceal the PRoW which runs along there. In addition the hedge is so overgrown it is choking some of the trees in the copse and does nothing to enhance the area. It was also thought that if the area was better maintained it may help to prevent dog fouling which is pretty dire in this area. B.Birkenhead will put in a defect tag with SCC to see if they will clear the PRoW. In addition when the grounds maintenance contract site visits occur, the clerk will ask for a price estimate to clear the vegetation in case we have to arrange for its removal and subsequent payment. Action: B.Birkenhead/Clerk.
2. Verge Adjacent to Play Area.

It was AGREED to place verge markers along the verge as a temporary measure to prevent vehicle parking in an effort to protect the verge from further erosion and improve visibility for children entering and exiting the play area. The installation of the verge markers to be undertaken using a local contractor if possible. Action: Clerk.
3. Boulders on Common by Pill

Members agreed to meet on Tuesday 28th March at 6.30pm to put the boulders in place. Action: All.
4. Wharf Rd – Request to Plant Shrubs

A resident of Estuary Park requested permission to plant some shrubs to the rear of his property in the verge adjacent to the Wharf Rd to help shield the wall and give some privacy following the felling of some trees (see minute 56/15/2a from September 2015). Also, following the vegetation clearance the previous autumn, the bare earth has attracted an increase in dog fouling. As there are already a number of shrubs planted along this verge it was felt that a precedent had been set, so it was AGREED to give permission on the understanding that if things changed or the shrubs compromised the integrity of the wall or road, the parish council has the right to remove them. Action: Clerk.
152/16
HIGHWAYS:
Combwich Retaining Wall

P.Tucker (Bridge Manager, SCC) advised he is not permitted to suggest contractor(s) who might carry out this work for us nor could his department tender for the work. He did however confirm the address of the contractor who carried out the refurbishment of the barriers over the brook at Estuary Park. The Clerk will contact the contractor to discuss the potential replacement barriers along this stretch of the brook. Action: Clerk.
153/16
MEETING REPORTS:
8.2.17 – Village Hall 
B.Leathwood reported that there is a shortfall in income by some £3k. He impressed upon the Committee the need to prepare and consider how they might access CIM funding. The annual parish council grant (5% of the precept) is due to be paid with effect from 1.4.17. Action: Clerk.
9.2.17 - Stockland Parish Meeting 

D.Best attended the meeting which mainly concentrated on traffic and road safety along the C182. A number of representatives from the various agencies and EDF also attended.

15.2.17 - Steart Forum

B.Leathwood commented on a very interesting Forum which included the Bristol Port Company’s response to the Hendry Review of tidal lagoons in the Severn Estuary. 

22.2.17 - SDC Joint Parishes

The Clerk had been unable to attend this meeting but understood it mostly covered Highway’s issues. 

24.2.17- Site Stakeholder Group (SSG Hinkley A and B)
J.Berry said the meeting had been very interesting. The B Station Director said the station is running very well and there have been no reportable nuclear incidents for ten years. There was also a presentation on radioactive waste management; sites are being sought for a potential deep geological burial ground for nuclear waste. Such a site would need to be at least one mile deep and marked for thousands of years. B.Birkenhead said aside from burying waste underground an alternative view might be to have a store above the ground so it is clearly visible. 

154/16
FORTHCOMING MEETING NOTIFICATION:
15.3.17 - Twinning
27.3.17 - SDC Code of Conduct Training

155/16
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATION:
1. General
a) Growing Rural Communities Survey – This was completed by the Clerk.

b) Taunton Deane Borough Council – Public consultation on new J25 business development.

c) EDF - Community Forum draft minutes.

d) IT Training from Cosmic – We have expressed an interest to receive training, but the response from other parish councils has been poor so at this point it is not known if the training will proceed.

e) SDC – RLT2 and RLT3 latest funding update.

f) Mendip Transport – Thank you letter for our donation of £100.

g) Gemma Coombes - SSG Draft minutes.

h) Boundary Commission for England – consultation from 28.2.17 for 12 weeks.

i) Somerset Coast Advice Partnership – Members AGREED to confirm support of a bid from CIM funds. Action: Clerk.   
2. Contact email addresses for the community.
This item will be carried forward to the next meeting. Action: Clerk
3. Bridgwater Tidal Barrier Scheme Meeting Date.
Members AGREED to suggest Tuesday 4 April at 7pm to the Environment Agency. Action: Clerk
4. SCC – Somerset Star Volunteer Award

It was AGREED not to nominate anyone for this award favouring the format of the Parish Champion award.
5. Parking Permits and Village Green Issues
Mr P Gripton explained his reasoning behind recent correspondence with the parish council suggesting we have not got the authority to issue parking permits for blue badge holders / disabled persons to park on the Combwich track. One issue is that the track serves as a footpath/bridleway, shown on a map passed to the parish council. It was AGREED this item requires longer discussion and further research so it will be deferred to the next meeting. 

156/16
REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES:
1. Hinkley Liaison
Nothing to report.

2. Steart Ward (D.Best)
Nothing to report.

3. OPRA (B.Leathwood)
Nothing to report

4. Village Hall
The AGM is on 12.4.17.

5. Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT)

A meeting will be arranged when we are in receipt of the formal CIM process.  
6. School Liaison (R.Perrett)
It is understood that the School Head is on sick leave, R.Perrett will try and arrange a meeting with the stand-in Head.
7. Public Rights of Way (B.Birkenhead)
a) The Environment Agency is looking into the erosion of the wall along the stream to the rear of a resident’s bungalow at Estuary Park which backs onto the PRoW.

b) Bob is working his way around all the footpaths in the parish and is submitting defects to the PRoW team as and when he comes across them.
8. Otter Tales (B.Leathwood)
The next issue of Otter Tales is ready to go to press.

9. Otter Wheels

The scheme has been running for almost 9 months; 38 people are registered passengers; there are 11 drivers and a further driver is in the process of obtaining DBS clearance. Whilst the scheme is not overly busy, 62 journeys have been completed. Financially the scheme is holding its own, with perhaps the cost of the phone as the biggest financial outlay. 

157/16
DATE AND TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING:

The next meeting will be on 6 April 2017, 6.30pm (Combwich Wharf Update by EDF) followed by the normal parish council meeting at 7pm, at Otterhampton Village Hall.
The meeting ended at 9.15 pm.

Signed
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Date: 6 April 2017 

(Chairman) 
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