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Welcome to Combwich 

Your village website 
www.combwich.org.uk is the 
place to go for up to date 
information on what is 
happening  in the parish and 
much more. Take a look to see 
what you have been missing. 
You can subscribe by adding 
your email address to the home 
page to receive email notices of 
new posts to ensure you don’t 
miss anything. 

From this old and worn out play area which was inaccessible 
in wet weather, with its rickety wooden fence,  villagers came 

together to create 
something better. 
Now we have an 
exciting new play 
and recreation area  
complete with play 
equipment for 
toddlers through to 
teenagers and 
exercise equipment 
for older teenagers 
and adults.  The 
area is complete 

with picnic benches and a shelter for the rare 
occasions when it rains in Combwich! 

To this 

More over leaf 
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PLAY AND RECREATION AREA THE STORY 

The Otterhampton Parish Project Team (OPPT) was formed in 
January 2015 to develop, lead and coordinate the Hinkley C 
Community Impact Mitigation (CIM) process for our parish. 
Members are Pete Branson (Chair), Fiona Bennett, Julie Evans, Tina 
Gardener, Paul Gripton, Barry Leathwood, Stuart Mason, Gary 
Perrett, Aly Prowse, Fred Shirley and Liz Sidebotham. During 
February 2015, OPPT decided to leaflet every house in the parish to 
collect residents’ views and ideas on how best to spend the 
anticipated CIM fund. Over 100 responses were received. The ideas 
were categorised under various headings such as Highways, 
Exercise, Play Area and Amenities and the results fed back to the 
community. The Play Area was the clear priority. At around this time 
we decided to have an Open Day to amalgamate the CIM responses 

with the Parish Plan. The Open Day was held on 27.6.15 and was well attended. Again the Play Area came out on 
top as the highest priority and need for the parish.  

During July we held meetings with Sedgemoor District 
Council (SDC) who supported our decision to apply for 
CIM funds to provide an enhanced play area. An initial 
design was drafted and again, sent out to every household 
for comments and ideas. We listened to people’s views and 
did our very best to incorporate all of the suggestions into 
the final design. At this stage the parish council took over 
the process because as land owners of the Common and the 
Body responsible for raising and managing the funds, it 
became our responsibility. A contract was drawn up and 
sent to five contractors as suggested by SDC. The 
estimated cost was £100k. We met all of the contractors 
and made some further adjustments to the final design 
incorporating the best ideas from all five! Tenders were 

received on 21.9.15, and the cost came in at £99k. In 
parallel we started the application process to the various 
funding organisations. Funds were approved from 
Viridor Credits (£47.4k) the CIM Fund (£38.2k) and 
SDC RLT3 Fund (£8.9k). We also received financial 
support from OPRA (£1k), the parish council (£2.5k), 
the children’s Chat and Chill (£307) and SCC (£150). 

All the funds were in place by the end of March 2016. 
We then placed the contract with Wicksteed our 
preferred contractor, who started the work mid-May 
2016 on a six week programme, and the result is for all 
to see.  

Notwithstanding the funders, this project has been the 
result of a real community effort from OPPT, the parish 
council, the residents who responded with ideas and 
wishes and attended the Open Day, everyone who took 

time to write letters and gather signatures of support (including our Ward councillors), the School children who 
completed a survey and took part in a colouring competition for the 
Open Day (and the Art Class who judged the competition, Tom Jacobs 
who framed the winning entries), the volunteers who first cleared the 
brambles and site, the Village Hall committee, residents who kept an 
eye out during the construction, the neighbour who let the contractors 
have free access to their water supply during the build. The contract 
workers Paul and Nathan who worked so hard and responded to our  
every wish with good humour. We hope we have not left anyone out, 
but a huge, huge thank you to everyone who has helped and 
contributed to this project.  

We hope everyone will have the opportunity to enjoy this amenity for 
many years to come. 
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 Lyra age 7 and  Evie aged 9, winners of the  
colouring    competition,  receiving their framed 
entries who then went on to cut the ribbon to the new 
play area. 

 

A bouquet  being present by Evie to Aly 
Prowse  OPC clerk in appreciation of all the 
work she has put into this project to make it 
possible. 

 

 

 

Above and below children and their parents enjoying the 
new facilities. 

 

 

 

 

Finally thanks to all who made this possible from the 
volunteers who cleared the site to the village hall 
committee for providing the refreshments for this 
event. 

 

 

 

Park Officially Open 

John Berry, Parish Council Chair welcomes our 
guests and funders. From the left John, Ian Dyer 
Chair Sedgemoor District Council,  Ms Derris 
Watson Viridor Credits and Ross Edwards EDF. 
Also present Lisa Redstorm CIM Manager from 
West Somerset District Council and Scot Mason 
SDC who helped greatly in the early stages. 
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Otterhampton Offcuts 
Snippets from the June and July 2016 Parish Council and other meetings 

Contact details for the parish council 

PARISH COUNCILLORS  

John Berry (Chairman)   01278 652682 

Dick Best (Vice Chairman)           01278 651063 

Barry Leathwood    01278 652399 

Heath Bennett    01278  651356 

Bob Birkenhead                               01278 653127 

Julie Evans                                       01278 652735 

Rachel Perrett      01278 652958 

Mrs Aly Prowse (Clerk)      01278 652426 

otterhamptonpcclerk@gmail.com 
  

County and District Ward Members 

John Edney (County)  01278 653026 

Mike Caswell (District)  01278 652043 

Julie Pay (District)  01278 732956 

Community Car Scheme – Otter Wheels 

We are pleased to support Otter 
Wheels which started on 1st June. 
Twelve journeys were undertaken 
in the first month. We feel it will be 
a great benefit to our residents who 
for various reasons are unable to undertake journeys themselves. 
Grateful thanks to Jacqui Sparks (Chairman), Yvonne Bulman 
(Secretary and coordinator), Liz Brown (Treasurer), Barbara 
Baldry and Elaine Last (coordinators) and of course our drivers, 
all of whom enabled this scheme to get off the ground. We must 
also thank County Councillor John Edney who awarded £250 
from the Health and Wellbeing Budget. The parish council also 
contributed £200. More drivers are required, so if you are 
interested please contact Yvonne on 652713 or any of the 
officers. 

Combwich Track Maintenance 

We have recently obtained prices to carry out pothole repairs to 
the Combwich track. Hopefully the work will be carried out 
during July. 

Tree Maintenance 

Following a very windy evening in 
late June, we were alerted to a large 
branch high up in a tree opposite 
Mill Close that had snapped and was 
hanging dangerously over the road. 
We emailed Highways overnight 
who sent a gang first thing in the 
morning to make the tree safe. 
Highways did advise us that there is 
a manned 24 hour contact line in 
case of future emergencies, 
regardless of who might own the tree
(s). This telephone number is 0300 
123 2224. 

Transparency Code 

The Transparency Code was introduced within the Local Audit 
and Accountability Act 2014 which sets out a new audit 
framework for local public authorities which are currently 
covered by the Audit Commission regime. Under the new audit 
framework smaller authorities with an annual turnover not 
exceeding £25000, such as ours, will be exempt from routine 
external audit. In its place, smaller authorities will be subject to 
the new Transparency Code requirements. Each year by 1 July, 
we must publish on a website (www.combwich.org.uk) the 
following information:-  

Annual Audit Return (Section 1 Annual Governance Statement; 
Section 2 Annual Statement of Accounts, including bank 
reconciliation and variance analysis; Internal Audit Report – 
page 5)  

Declaration of Status of Published Accounts and Exercise of 
Public Rights Notification 

List of Individual items of expenditure over £100 
List of public buildings and assets 
List of Councillors, roles and representations at external 

organisations.  
We are fully compliant with these requirements. 

General Parish Enhancement 

We traditionally have no parish council 
meeting in August, but we do have a parish 
walkabout to try and identify areas of 
improvement we feel may enhance the parish. 
Please do get in touch if you have any ideas or 
wish to draw to our attention any possible 
enhancement.   

 

Enhanced Play and Recreation Area 

We hope you will be justly proud, enjoy and 
take pleasure from the play and recreation 
area for many years to come.  

The parish council and OPPT when 
organising and designing this project, had 
(and wanted) to take into account the fact that 
the Common is a site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI).  

This was a challenge, but also encouraged us 
to ensure that the development had a 
minimum impact on the environment and was 
both functional and visually attractive. The 
muted colours and porous surfaces  are part of 
that plan to create our very own rural play and 
recreation area.  

This amenity is for the community to enjoy 
and we hope that everyone will to help look 
after it. Whilst hopefully there will not be the 
need, should you see any suspicious activity, 
or vandalism, please report it to the Police on 
101 or in the event of an emergency 999.  

mailto:Otterhamptonpcclerk@gmail.com
http://www.combwich.org.uk
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C182 Cannington to Combwich 
Night Time Road Closure 

 

 

 

The night time road closure has been postponed as 
per the following statement from Somerset County 
Council.  

“The construction of the new shared 
pedestrian/cyclist facilities along Combwich Road 
and other associated works has been delayed due 
to unexpected alternations required to utility assets 
in the area. These works have been essential to 
enable us to proceed with our construction works. 
Unfortunately, the diversion works deferred the 
start of main construction and subsequently, 
postponed the road closure planned for the last 
phase of works that involves surfacing. 

As you are probably aware, the main construction 
works on Combwich Road have already started on 
6th June 2016. The majority of works will be 
undertaken under temporary 24/7 single file traffic 
signals, but for the period of three weeks 
commencing on 26th September 2016, the evening 
closure will be also implemented. After much 
thought and careful consideration, it has been 
decided to use evening 
closure to ensure works are 
completed in a safe and 
efficient manner and would 
not cause much disruption 
to local residents. The 
closure has been 
programmed to provide the 
Contractor with a sufficient 
time to complete works within given timescales 
or, if possible, ahead of schedule. I understand that 
temporary restrictions may have an impact on 
journey times, but regrettably, we are not in a 
position to start road closure later than 1900hrs as 
this may have a possible impact on project 
completion date. The road closure for re-surfacing 
works will be implemented from Monday evening 
to Friday evening; road should remain open during 
weekends (Saturday 6am to Monday 7am) though. 
We sincerely apologise in advance for any 
inconvenience this may cause.  

I would like to confirm that we have a duty to 
maintain the access to emergency services as and 
when required. Also, an access to adjacent 
properties will be kept at all times, but in case this 
will be temporarily not possible due to nature of 
undertaken works, all affected residents/business 
owners will be liaised with regards to alternative 
arrangements in advance.” 

 Otterhampton Parish Council 
FIRST FLOOR OTTERHAMPTON VILLAGE HALL, 

COMBWICH 

The Combwich Bowling Club is a short mat bowling club which 
can be enjoyed bt all ages 

We should be very pleased to welcome anyone 12yrs to OAP 
who would like to come along and try this great sport and enjoy a 

good humoured competitive evening. 

Club nights are Mondays & Wednesdays 7.30 – 9.30 pm & 
Fridays 6.30 to 8.30pm. 

Any questions can be answered by Brian Aley 652747 or Marcus 
Ford 652971 

It is now five months 
since a PC survey found 
42 recent sites of dog 
defecation on Wharf 
Road.  As promised,  poo bag dispensers have been 
installed at two places in the village and another bin 
has been added to the three already in use.   The PC 
is pleased to report that a dramatic improvement has 
taken place.   A survey on July 5th found only two 
instances of dog poo on Wharf Road and a similar 
decline throughout the parish.  This is really good 
news for us all.   
 
However, the nuisance created by irresponsible dog 
owners is significant and it also threatens the health 
of our children through toxicaria infection.   Dogs 
that are not regularly wormed carry this in their 
faeces.  It can cause loss of sight and although the 
risk may not be  high, it is one that no sensible adult 
would wish to expose other people's children to.    
 
Other risks to livestock health are presented by dog 
faeces in farm fields.  Despite the improvement, 
there are still dog owners living in Combwich who 
are not prepared to clean up after their animals.   And 
here's the thing - people have made the PC aware of 
the identity of the some regular offenders.    
 
The fact is that people are prosecuted for this offence 
up and down the country and until we succeed in 
eliminating in Combwich, the PC will continue to 
bring  this issue to  your notice.  We are in the 
process of setting up a meeting with the Dog Warden 
and with the Police, to look at the possibility of 
taking the offenders to Court.  Please clear up after 
your dog.  If  you don't,  you  have been warned. 
 

Update on dog poo 

 

Behind every successful man there is an 
astonished women! 
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 Otterhampton Parish Recreation Association (OPRA) 
Registered Charity Number 1124017 

OPRA’s 100 Club provides most of our income which is all spent within the 
parish. It enables us to put on our annual Easter Egg Hunt with a free Easter Egg 
for all children taking part. In November the annual Firework Display is 
organised by OPRA and in December all over 60’s are invited to an excellent 
Christmas Dinner every year. Walks and talks and other events are organised 
throughout the year. 

Grants are also available to help other organisations who need a little financial 
help.  To download an application form go to www.combwich.org.uk and click 
on the OPRA section. The website is the property of OPRA and exists to serve 
the parish, and is a good place to go for up to date information.  

We are always looking for volunteers with good ideas to widen our range of 
activities or to help with the website please ring 652399.  

 

The 100 Club draw takes place every 

month at the Coffee Morning          

Otterhampton Village Hall and the 

winning numbers are displayed in the 

Post Office and the parish website 

www.combwich.org.uk shortly 

afterwards. 

If you want to join the 100 Club or 

become involved in OPRA activities 

please contact Ann on 652399 or any 

committee member. 

 

Crimson Hill Support is a company which suppor ts people with a learning 
disability in the community. We specialise in supporting those individuals who have 
complex needs: people on the autistic spectrum, fragile health needs, a physical 
disability, additional conditions or acquired brain injury. 

 All support is flexible and designed around the person, it can be a few hours a week or 24 hour support. Support is 
designed around the individual’s needs and is completely bespoke, including hours, staff and activities. We also 
provide respite support for those people who live at home still, to give families and carers a break. This may be at 
our house in Combwich.  

We are keen to be a positive part of the local community, and add to the fabric of the village. The people who stay at 
Riverside are vulnerable adults, who require for the most part 24 hour support. The majority of people will choose to 
stay at the house, as being in a busy place such as towns scares them. Although some people love to take advantage 
of the fantastic local walks, whilst others enjoy popping to the shop. Some people will stay overnight at the house, 
whereas others use it as a place to spend the day during holidays. 

If you would like further information, or would like to meet either Steve or Felicity to discuss then please give the 
office a call on 01823 255000 to arrange to meet. 

 

I am delighted to announce that repair works will finally be starting at St 
Peter's Church in Combwich on 11 July.  We are hopeful that all the 
repairs to the spire will be completed within 6 months. 

The first stage will be the erection of scaffolding.  The contractors will 
endeavour to undertake the work with minimal inconvenience to the 
village but there may be minor traffic disruption in the first week whilst 
the scaffolding is unloaded.  If anyone has any concerns, please contact 
West Country Stonemasons on 
email info@westcountrystonemasons.com  or telephone 01752 690133. 

Further details will follow but in the meantime I am so grateful for your 
support as a village during the difficult time of closure.  Thank you for 
your patience.  If you have any questions about the repairs, please do get 
in touch. 

Revd Alison Waters 

01278 652953 
Cannington.benefice@gmail.com 
 

Works beginning at St Peter's Church 

mailto:info@westcountrystonemasons.com
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Washing and sorting the apples 

Pressing the apples 

 

Wildlife Update 

 The Lapwing on Stockland Marshes have successfully hatched 
their chicks. As the very first waders to breed on this part of the 
reserve, this is exceptionally exciting as this is a key target 
species the land is being managed for. 

Fantastic views of Oystercatcher and Little Ringed Plover chicks have been enjoyed from Quantock View hides, 

where there have been successfully reared. 

 

 

We’ve had the excitement of 2 

rarities on the reserve: a flyover 

Bee-eater and a White Stork on 

Otterhampton and Stockland. 

 

 

 

 

Oyster catcher and chicks (Simon Fairweather) 

White stork on Stockland Marshes  

(Roger Musgrove) 

Bridge opened 

Those of you who regularly walk around Stockland Marshes 

have no doubt noticed we’ve opened up the new bridge This 

new route takes you through a flower rich meadow and 

multiple ponds. It will prove its worth, not only with its 

wildlife but during the winter months when the previous 

path used to be barely passable due to the mud and deep 

ruts. 

Willow trail 

We’ve installed two willow egrets on the reserve and 

they’ve been so well received that we’re currently 

commissioning some 

more sculptures. The 

species chosen are those 

that you would regularly 

see on the reserve and 

connected specifically to 

wetlands.  

 

Results from this year’s monitoring 

The final report, outlining the findings from the monitoring 

on the reserve over the past year will be released shortly. A 

lot of the monitoring was carried out by WWT volunteers 

who are vital in continuing the important conservation work 

we are doing. The monitoring has been funded by the 

Environment Agency as part of the original scheme to 

insure the site is developing in the way it was intended. 

These will be included in next month’s addition 

Visitor Surveys – We need you! 

We are currently carrying out visitor surveys.  If 

you ever visit the site we’d love to hear your 

views – please either email Lucy Bartlett (email 

below) for a copy of the survey or pop into the 

office next time you’re on site.  We really want 

to hear from everyone who visits, for whatever 

reason.  If you’re interested in helping other 

visitors complete surveys, please also get in 

touch. 

Volunteers Needed 

We are currently looking for volunteers who can 

help with events away from the reserve, 

Community Engagers.  This is for people who 

are interested in WWT Steart Marshes and are 

happy to talk to people about it, encouraging 

them to visit.  We attend events like local 

fairs,  if you’d like to find out more, please 

contact Lucy Bartlett at 

lucy.bartlett@wwt.org.uk or ring the reserve 

office on 01278 651090 .We regularly have 

other volunteering opportunities as well, so 

please get in touch if you’re interested. 

For any enquiries or concerns about anything on 
the reserve please don’t hesitate to contact Alys 
Laver Site Manager  WWT Steart Marshes 
Reserve Office, Stert Drove, Bridgwater, 
Somerset, TA5 2PU   

01278 651090/07717 505966  email; 

alys.laver@wwt.org.uk 

mailto:lucy.bartlett@wwt.org.uk
mailto:alys.laver@wwt.org.uk
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Will September bring 
a final decision on 
Hinkley Point C, or 
was the shock Brexit 
vote the final 
proverbial nail in the 
reactors' coffins, long 
before they are ever 
built? 

In recent weeks, HPC certainly has been eating up the 
column inches in our national press, with some initial 
safety fears morphing into more widespread concerns 
over financing of the project. A United Nations 
committee also chipped in, with a claim that the UK 
failed to consult European countries properly over 
potential environmental risks.  Other names thrown 
into the pot by the media have included the Russian 
nuclear industry and even our own Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority, although if they get 
involved, with the speed that bureaucratic body 
moves, we would be lucky to see new nuclear build 
this century. 

Throughout it all, EDF has stated repeatedly that it is 
fully committed to HPC, but the company has been 
saying that for nearly a decade now.  Infrastructure 
work is continuing and those familiar Hanson lorries 
travel regularly along what must be the most 
pampered, well planted and superbly fenced bit of 
road in the country - namely the new Cannington by-
pass - en route to and from the HPC site. 

China is committed to around a third of the predicted 
£18bn cost of HPC, but there have been well-
publicised rifts over finance within the state-owned 
French company, as well as some of the country's 
leading politicians and unions expressing strong 
concerns over the financing of the project.  There was 
even talk of EDF selling off the odd airport or two, to 
raise some funds. 

The French company has already spent an estimated 
£2bn on planning, infrastructure and ground works, 
but looked at in the cold light of day, that is only just 
over 10 per cent of the total anticipated cost. 

So what will happen in September?  Well, one 
learned national newspaper claimed Brexit would 
provide France with the perfect excuse to pull out, 
but the article was based mainly on an interview with 
a "nuclear expert", although from memory the same 
person has always sat firmly in the anti-nuclear camp, 
so I suppose he would say that.  However, while 
David Cameron has always been a firm supporter of 
HPC, his replacement as Prime Minister may have 
different views. Watch this space. 

News from Combwich and District WI 
Vanessa J Smith  

News from Combwich & District WI 
by Vanessa Johnstone-Smith (President) 
 
Our meeting on Thursday 21st April was a full 
programme of events, starting with our AGM when we 
welcomed our new Secretary, Brenda Wasley and said a 
big 'Thank You' to Anne Weston after several years as 
Secretary. 
We raised our glasses in a toast to The Queen on her 90th 
Birthday with some suggestions that we should make this 
a regular consumable instead of the traditional tea and 
biscuits! 
Our Guest Speaker for the evening was Jane Tarr who 
explained and demonstrated the use of Aromatherapy and 
gave us all a lovely hand massage.  She then judged our 
competition of TV Celebrities, we had several of the cast 
of 'Home Fires', even Vera put in an appearance, however 
Liz Turner’s 'Hiawatha' stole the show. 
 

On Monday 18th April, members had 
a private tour of the Hinkley C site.  
This was very interesting and many 
were astounded at the size of the 'earth 
movers' and the mountains of soil and 
stock piles of aggregate on site.  The 
provision for wildlife was also an eye 

opener! 
 
In my absence on Thursday 19th May the members had a 
social evening with a ploughman's supper, with so much 
merriment going on and because the visiting WI team had 
cancelled, they decided not to play skittles! 
 
On Saturday 11th June, the Annual Meeting of the NFWI 
was held at Brighton which I attended as a link delegate 
to cast the votes for the Resolutions.  Both were carried :-  
“calling on HM Government and NHS to provide  
appropriate care in hospitals for people with dementia”  
which received a huge majority.  Also “The WI calls on 
all supermarkets to sign up to a voluntary agreement to 
avoid food waste, address poverty”. This also fell on the 
day of HM The Queens Official Birthday, so Brighton 
beach was a sea of flag waving revellers – (and I am not 
going to mention the European Football!!!!)  plus 4 .5 
thousand WI delegates! 
 
Our  meeting on Thursday 16th June was another time for 
more social interaction as sadly, our Guest Speaker, who 
was going to talk to us about 'Riding Side Saddle', had to 
postpone at short notice.  Sue Jacobs put together a very 
challenging Quiz.  It was a very enjoyable evening. 
 
Next meetings:- Thursday 21st July  when members will 
be 'Eating Out' at the Babbling Brook.  There will be no 
meeting in August. 
 
Combwich & District WI wish you all a very good 
summer  and if you would like to join us or learn more 
about our meetings, do not hesitate! please contact :- 
Vanessa on 01278 652830 or Brenda on 01278 446279, 
we would welcome your call. 

EDF UDATE Tim Jones 
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Wildlife and favourite family recipes  
 
We are looking for entries for the 2017 calendar and need your help!  We are going to reformat the calendar for next 
year and will have space for monthly Wildlife photos with Favourite Family Recipes on the reverse page.  So you 
will get more for your money. 
 
Wildlife photo's need to have been taken by yourself or someone in your family; please state the title of the photo, 
where it was taken, name, the photographer’s  name, and age if under 16, so the details can be added to the 
calendar. 
  
For the Favourite Family Recipes please give the name of the dish, full instructions and a photo of the completed 
dish; please add your name and age if under 16. 
 
All entries need to be in by the 31st July 2016 and the Village Hall Committee will decide which Wildlife 
photos and Recipes will be included in the Calendar.  Entries by email preferably to Audrey Rowley at 
audrey.rowley@outlook.com  If you don't have access to email please post your photos/recipes  through the village 
hall letter box but remember to add your phone number or address so they can be returned to you. 
    
The Calendar helps raise much needed funding used to help with the upkeep of the Village Hall.  Last year we sold 
100 copies and hope that next year sales will increase even more.   Every home should have one of the 
Calendars!   We hope the Calendar will be on sale from October 2016 and if you would like to reserve your copy 
email Audrey on   audrey.rowley@outlook.com, ring 01278 653298 or pop a request into the Village Hall letter 
box. Your support is very much appreciated. 

 
 We are also looking for additional sponsorship to help fund the cost of production.  There will be 24 pages 
available so if you have a business to promote and would like to advertise in the Calendar please contact Audrey on 
the email address above for details. Each sponsor needs to supply a logo / picture and contact details, which will be 
reproduced on a page of the Calendar. 

 

Otterhampton Village Hall 
News from the Otterhampton Village Hall Committee 

 

The village hall is used almost daily for a wide range of activities from keep fit to art classes and the weekly coffee 
club and monthly village market.  Bowls, skittles and darts clubs are also active.  The hall is available for private 
hire at £12 per hour which is negotiable for regular users - contact DI Davie on 01278 652141 or email her on: 
dianadavie@hotmail.co.uk 
 
The Harbour View Club bar can also be available for events - contact the Club direct for more information.   
 
Everyone is welcome to use the hall and Club so if you are interested please check the events list in the noticeboard 
outside the hall and the calendar at the back of Otter Tales and on the Combwich website.  Events will also be 
advertised in advance on the blackboards outside the hall and at the entrance to the village.  
 
Both the Village Hall and Harbour View Club are run by volunteers who are trying to provide more for 
Otterhampton residents. If you would like to come along we would all be pleased to see you.  It's your Village Hall 
and the more it is used the better it will be. 

mailto:audrey.rowley@outlook.com
mailto:dianadavie@hotmail.co.uk
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Otter Tales 
Articles for publication to Barry Leathwood (editor) Tel: 652399,  email: barry.leathwood@btinternet.com  

Events to Aly Prowse, Tel: 652426 email: otterhamptonpcclerk@gmail.com  
Distribution. Bob Birkenhead  Tel: 653127, email: bob@combwich.freeserve.co.uk 

 Our thanks to EDF Hinkley Point B who print this newsletter without charge. 

DIARY OF EVENTS  (Otterhampton Village Hall unless otherwise stated) 

` 

 

REGULAR EVENTS 

Monday Art Club 2pm – 4pm   

Tuesday Aerobics 9.30am – 10.30am   

  Pilates 10.35am – 11.35am   

Tuesday Mobile Library School ~ 9.30-10.25am 
Harbour ~ 10.30-10.50am 
Post Office ~10.55-1.15am 

2016 
19th Jul; 16th Aug; 
13th Sep; 11th Oct 

Wednesday Doctor’s Surgery 3pm – 4pm   

Thursday (1st of month) Parish Council Meeting 7pm Starts with public forum 

Thursday (2nd & 4th) Choir 7pm – 8pm   

Thursday (3rd of month) Combwich & District WI 7.30pm Stockland Sports & Social Club 

Friday Coffee Morning 10am –12noon   

Saturday (2nd  of month) Combwich Market 10am - 12noon   

FUTURE EVENTS 

19th July  Bridge Club 7.30pm - 9pm Village Hall 

21 July 2016 Transport Forum 6pm Puriton 

1 September 2016 
6 October 2016 

Parish Council Meeting 
Parish Council Meeting 

7pm 
7pm 

Nb No meeting in August 

15 September 2016 Next Otter Tales   Articles by 5 September 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
The mobile library visits Combwich and Stockland every four weeks on a Tuesday morning. 
Visits are on Tuesday  July 19th, Aug 16th, Sept 13th, Oct 11th, Nov 8th  and Dec 6th  
Otterhampton School TA5 2QS     9.45 - 10.40  
Harbour TA5 2QU    10.45 – 11.05  
Combwich Post Office TA5 2QW  11.10 – 11.30  
Stockland Bristol Captains TA5 2PY  11.40 – 11.55  
Please make use of this facility, we have the advantage in Combwich of the school using the mobile library. 
Unfortunately the service has recently been withdrawn from Steart due to lack of use. 

                                                                         

Now the gardening season is in full swing a lot of burnable garden waste is generated and some 
people choose to burn this waste in their gardens. If you live in a village surrounded by other 
houses, lighting a bonfire in your garden can be anti-social.  

In the summer people are more likely to have their windows open and also have washing hanging 
out. Houses can soon fill with the smell of bonfires and washing may need re-doing. Burning garden waste produces 
lots of smoke especially if the waste is damp and smouldering.  

Bonfire smoke may cause problems for asthmatics, bronchitis sufferers,  people with heart conditions and children. 

Smoke prevents your neighbours from enjoying their gardens and can also reduce visibility on roads. Fire can also 
spread to fences or garden buildings if not properly controlled. 

There are other ways than bonfires for dealing garden waste.  Either take the waste to the recycling centre in 
Bridgwater or invest in a green bin by contacting Sedgemoor District Council online or by phone on 0300 3037803, 
the bin is collected every 2 weeks. 

Please consider your neighbours 

BONFIRES by Bob Birkenhead 


