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Welcome to Combwich 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our thanks to EDF Hinkley Point who print this newsletter without charge  

COMBWICH WEATHER MAN 
Garth Crocker of Nursery Close, Combwich, has 
been recording our local weather and sending the 
information at 10 minute intervals throughout 
the day and night to the Met Office and to BBC 
Points West since 2011.  He also sends his 
information directly to the Michigan Sate 
University.  
 
His weather station is officially recognised by 
the Met Office and Garth has received their Gold 
Award for the last 3 consecutive years for being 
online for more than 90% of the time.  
 

Next time Ian Ferguson points to the weather 
map behind him and quotes rainfall figures for 
Combwich, youôll know where he gets his 
information from! His solar powered automatic 
weather station is perched on a 5 metre pole 
(right) in his back garden and records 90 parameter events including rain, 
wind, pressure and humidity. He also has a weather webcam making a visual 
recording.  
 
Garth who is a former BBC communications engineer also has his own 
weather website www.combwichweather.info with a mass of information, 
both current and historical, and includes weather trends. If you are interested 
in our local weather then check out this site.  
 
Garth, pictured at his control centre in his back bedroom over looking his 

weather station, insists 
he is not a weather 
forcaster, but a recorder 
of the local weather who 
together with thousands 
of weather enthusiasts, 
helps the Met Office   to 
develop a detailed 
picture of UK weather. 

If you have an interesting 
hobby or interest which you 
would like to share in these 
pages, please contact the 
editor. 
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Otterhampton Offcuts 
Snippets from the April and May 2017 Parish Council meetings 

 

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY- 
2 MAY 2017 

 

Chairmanôs Report: 

The Chairman, John Berry, presented 
his review of the year (which will be 
available in full on notice boards and 
the Combwich website). Some of the 
key areas he addressed included: 

Hinkley Point C - the long awaited 
decision ob how this might impact on us; particularly the traffic 
on the C182 and in and around Bridgwater. We continue to 
campaign with our neighbours in Stockland Bristol for speed 
reduction and safety measures (including at Biffenôs Corner) 
along the C182. On the plus side is the Ã500k mitigation fund 
which as a parish, we need to ensure is spent as effectively as 
possible. 

Enhancements ï It is gratifying to see so many children and 
young people enjoying the play and recreation area. Other areas 
of enhancement include the small common by the pill; tree 
planting by the play area; repairs to Combwich Track; new mesh 
safety railings across the brook at the entrance to Estuary Park; a 
new dog bin at Brookside Rd garages and two dog bag 
dispensers; vegetation removal along Wharf Rd and the grant 
funded sea buckthorn project at Steart.  

Parking has become increasingly difficult in the village and the 
verge bordering the road near the play area became seriously 
eroded during the winter. Measures to prevent cars encroaching 
onto the common are underway, but parking is likely to remain a 
problem that we can only resolve collectively.  We persist with 
our efforts to regain public access to Combwich Ponds, although 
we are one in a long waiting list at County Hall, and with 
Highways for lighting improvements at the crossroads. The 
timely provision of the restricted, albeit welcome bus service 
courtesy of EDF has helped (as of course has Otter Wheels) but 
can only be a short term answer. We will also continue to address 
this issue. 

The Chairman paid tribute to our County Cllr John Edney, 
retiring after 16 years as a ward councillor. He also thanked our 
District Cllrs Mike Caswell and Julie Pay. Finally he expressed 
his thanks and appreciation to his fellow councillors who put in a 
lot of voluntary time and effort trying to represent the best 
interests of the community; the Clerk and the village gardener. 

Annual Accounts to 31.3 17: 

The Clerk presented the Annual Accounts which showed a net 
bank balance of Ã18.8k; Ã13.2k of this is held in reserve for 
ongoing obligations. The total income for the year was Ã90.4k, 
an increase over the previous year of Ã69.5k, almost wholly 
attributed to the Play and Recreation Area. Similarly, expenditure 
for the year at Ã92.5k, an increase over the previous year of Ã78k, 
was largely due to the Play Area and the associated VAT of Ã18k 
(reclaimable). The full Accounts, together with the Audit return 
will be placed on the Website (mid to late May). 

 
 

Contact details for the parish council 
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Public Session: 

While the 3 members of the community were 
very welcome, it was disappointing to see 
only 3 people present. The main theme was 
that of appearance and enhancement in the 
village, sometimes looking a little óunloved 
and unkemptô. The parish council does try to 
keep the areas it is responsible for maintained, 
but some areas such as the grass opposite 
Nursery Cl and the Post Office are the 
responsibility of Somerset County Council 
and of course whilst we appreciate all those 
residents who do cut the grassed areas outside 
of their properties and make an effort with 
flowers and vegetation, etc, it is in the main up 
to each individual householder with respect to 
their efforts and resources. 

MAIN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 
Election of Officers and Representatives: 
Chairman ï John Berry 
ViceïChairman ï Dick Best 
Community Forum ï Dick Best 
Hinkley Point Site Stakeholder Meeting (SSG) 
ï John Berry 
Public Rights Of Way ï Bob Birkenhead 
School Liaison ï Rachel Perrett 
Transport Forum ï Julie Evans 
Village Hall ï Dave Cather, Barry Leathwood 
            & Aly Prowse  
Otter Wheels, Otter Tales & OPRA ï Barry 
Leathwood 
 
Combwich Retaining Wall ï Subject to 
validation of the quotation, the barriers over 
the brook at the junction of Brookside Rd/
Church Hill will be infilled with galvanised 
mesh (similar to the recent works at Estuary 
Park) as a safety measure.  
 
Continued on page 3 

mailto:Otterhamptonpcclerk@gmail.com


 3 

Would you like to attend 
a regular swimming 
session at St Audries 
Pool but need the hoist in 
order to get in the pool? 

I am very keen on helping to 
set up at least one swimming 
session per week for local 
people who require the use 
of the hoist at St Audries pool. I already have two local 
people who are interested. 

The pool would need to be hired on a weekly basis 
(which would mean you would 
not have to take out 
membership of the pool). I need 
at least 7 people to make the 
session financially viable as the 
pool hire is Ã35 per hour. The 
session would also need two 
volunteers to come along each 
week to help, as the hoist needs 
two people to operate it. The 
volunteers could be on a rota so that the commitment 
would not be too demanding.  

The sessions proposed would be for one hour, every 
week, on a Monday. We can choose when we run the 
session as long as its between 12.30 and 3.00.  

Please contact me on the below number if you are 
interested. 

 

If you are finding life a bit hard going at the moment, I 
may be able to help. 

Please phone me: Izzy Silvester, your village agent on 
07931 018045, leave me your name and number and I 
will ring you back. 

Or email me on izzy@somerset.rcc.org.uk 

I only work part-time so it may take a day or two for me 
to return your call.  

Notes from your Village Agent  

Izzy Silvester 

Verge Erosion by the Play Area ï To protect the 
verge and improve road safety, we intend to erect 
wooden verge marker posts along the verge. We hope 
we can prevent further erosion of the verge, which 
over this past winter has become a real mess and a 
possible safety hazard. We will of course consult with 
nearby residents. 
 
Tree Maintenance ï Another large branch of the tree 
by the defibrillator snapped and fell recently which we 
had to get Highways to address. We are concerned 
about the overall safety of this tree and will get it 
assessed by a tree surgeon. This will be done as part of 
our new Tree Maintenance Inspection Schedule for 
trees in the parish that are our responsibility. 
 
Bridgwater Tidal Barrier Scheme ï We attended a 
meeting with the Environment Agency (EA) on 4.4.17 
who wished to update us on the Scheme. We were 
reassured as far as Combwich downstream defences 
are concerned, in that the further away from 
Bridgwater you are the less impact is likely to be felt, 
plus there will be new secondary flood defences near 
Combwich. The EA undertook to keep us updated as 
and when progress is made.  
 
Annual Audit to 31.3.17 ï We have completed the 
Annual Audit return which has to be returned to the 
external auditors by 25.5.17. This is very formal and 
structured process which will be heavily scrutinised. 
We thank Rod Williams for carrying out the Internal 
Audit role. As part of the Governmentôs Transparency 
Code enabled in 2015, the audit return plus a number 
of other documents including a list of all individual 
items of expenditure over Ã100 and a list of the parish 
council assets must be displayed on the Parish 
Website. This will be carried out towards the end of 
May. 
 
Meeting/Minutes Notification ï Agendas for 
forthcoming meetings must be publicly displayed 3 
days before a meeting and draft minutes must be 
displayed within a month following the meeting. This 
is done via the parish notice boards that are located 
opposite the Anchor Inn, opposite the Post Office and 
on the wall at Ferricies Farm, Steart. The Parish 
Website is similarly updated. If you would like to be 
informed individually, if you let me have your email 
address I will be happy to add you to my circulation 
list.   
 
Next Meeting - The next meeting will be on Thursday 
1 June at 7pm in Otterhampton Village Hall.  

Did you know? 

 

 

 
 

Snippets taken from parish council minutes over the years - courtesy of Jean Kibby  (more on page 9) 

1931parish council 
minutes typed for the 
first time 

1965 Parking 
becomes a problem in 
the village - still is 
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 Otterhampton Parish Recreation Association (OPRA) 
Registered Charity Number 1124017 

  

The OPRA AGM was held at the end of March when members came together 
to report on the work of the last year. All the committee were re-elected, 
including Tina Gardener who was warmly welcomed on her return to the 
committee after a yearôs absence. 

The treasurer Sue Francis reported a healthy 
balance of Ã4454.08 in the accounts for the last 
year, mainly due to the success of the 100 Club. 
During the last year we donated Ã1,000 towards 
the cost of the play area which we are pleased to 
see is well used. Ann Leathwood reported that we 
have 101 members of the 100 Club who provide 

most of the income for OPRA. New members are always welcome. 

Members enjoyed a convivial evening of wine and food. 

The annual children's Easter Egg Hunt on Good Friday was a 
success once again with 74 children taking part and earning 
themselves an Easter Egg each.  Several children achieved the 
maximum results and their names went into a draw to pick a 
winner who received a bumper Easter Egg. Thanks to Matt at 
the Anchor for hosting the event. The adults all enjoyed the 
Quiz on Easter Sunday. 

OPRA organises Sunday morning walks, usually on the third Sunday of the 
month. Those who have expressed an interest, receive an email giving details of 
the walk and posters  are placed at the entrance of the village. 

The April circular walk took us 
from Knighton, Shurton Bars, 
Hinkley Point, Honibere Wood and 
back to Knighton passing along 
side the Hinkley C  power station 
construction site. 

Pictured are some of the walkers approaching the huge jetty which is 
being constructed to bring in  80% of the aggregates needed to build 
the new nuclear power station. 

The 100 Club draw takes place every 

month at the Coffee Morning          

Otterhampton Village Hall and the 

winning numbers are displayed in the 

Post Office and the parish website 

www.combwich.org.uk shortly 

afterwards. 

If you want to join the 100 Club or 

become involved in OPRA activities 

please contact Ann on 652399 or any 

committee member. 

OPRA Officers  and  Committee 

Chair  

Jacqui Sparks  652069 

Secretary 

Ann Leathwood   652399 

Treasurer  

Sue Francis  653663 

Vice Chair 

Barry Leathwood  652399 

 

Committee 

Mary Cornish   653868 

Beverly Smith  652595 

Di Davie   652141 

Felicity Ashworth  653633 

Tina Gardener  652642 
100 Club Organisers  

Ann Leathwood  652399 

Sue Francis  653663 

 

Wine waiter Robert 

The volunteers who made it all happen 

 What are Friday mornings for?  
In Combwich there has only 
been one place to go and that is 

Helenôs Coffee Club in the village hall on a Friday morning. As much 
coffee or tea as you can drink between 10 and 12 noon with biscuits 
and sometimes croissants, pancakes, bacon rolls and cream teas. On 
occasions the time is extended for a ploughman's lunch. Helen also 
organises trips to places of interest. 

A great time is had by 30 - 40 
young and the not so young 
people, who not only enjoy the 
experience, but raise money for 
charity. In the last few months 
Ã405.06 has been raised for Macmillan Nurses, Poppy Day, Children in Need, 
Air Ambulance and Bliss. 

Helen Jowett and Trish Sperring pictured in the kitchen. Also in the team are 
Barbara Baldry, Elizabeth Brown, Joan Langlois, Eunice Bennett and Liz 
Turner.  

   

Friday Coffee Club 



 5 

From left to right: Liz Turner, Sue Jacobs, Glenda Payne, Wendy Dadds, Sue Sellers, Liz Sidebotham & Liz Hutchins 

Not in the picture: Angie Burrells, Elizabeth Marriott & Carol Thompson 

The talented craftswomen of Combwich Crafters  presented their magnificent embroidered wall hanging to the 
village hall which is now permanently on show  in the hall.  The group have created a wonderful 'picture' depicting 
Combwich and have to date raised Ã435 from the sale of the 'Combwich Bricks' which they generously donated to 
the Hall.   

Why not have you family name immortalised on the wall hanging for onlyÃ5.  Contact Sue Jacobs on 652450 

 

Combwich Crafters 

A few examples of the beautiful work by Combwich Crafters - sorry there is not the space to show all  the wonderful exhibits 


